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of the Equipment of the Squadron. Its paſſage 
from St. Helen's to the Hand of Madeira, 
ewith a ſhort Account of that Ijiand. The 
paſſage from thence to St. Catherine's. That 


Iſland deſcribed. 


N the year 1736, a war with Spain 

+ 1 appearing inevitable, it was pro- 
+ poſed to cut off all the principal re- 
#4 ſources of the Spaniards, and to de- 
. prive them of the returns of that 

treaſure, which alone, could enable them to 
on a war againſt Great Britain. For this 
purpoſe ſeveral! projects were examined, and 


* Now the Right Hon. Lord Anſon, Afra 
File white, and firft Lord of the Admiratty. 


Vol. VII. B TC» 


2 Commedere Ansoxn's VOYAGE 


reſolutions taken by the council, and it was 
at length determined that Mr. A»/on ſhould be 
ſent with a ſquadron to the South Seas, but the 
execution of this project was delayed, and, in- 
deed, ſuch meaſures were taken as had a na- 
tural tendency to render it ineffectual; for 
though a conſiderable number of land forces 
were at firſt allowed, it was at length, from 
ſome ſtrange infatuation, agreed, that only 
98 marines ſhou'd go on board, and that in- 
ſtead of land forces, their place ſhould be ſup. 
plied with 500 invalids, collected from the out- 
penſioners of Chelſea college. Of theſe the 
moſt crazy and infirm were choſen: for this la- 
borious and hazardous undertaking, and thoſe 
who had the free uſe of their limbs deſerting, 
none were left for this important 3 
but the moſt decrepid and miſerable objects 
that could be collected out of the Whole body. 
The voyage was alſo retarded by the Commo- 
dore's being obliged to take on board two 
agent victuallers, with merchandize to the va- 
lue of 15, ooo J. which they were to exchange 
on the coaſts of the South Sea for proviſions, 
| By theſe, and many other delays, the voyage 
was deferred till the ſeaſon of the year when 
the weſterly winds are generally conftant and 
very violent, and the ditiiculties and danger of 
the paſſage the | gan ; and, in ſhort, till the 
Spaniards were fully acquainted with the Ad- 
miral's deſtination. 


On the 18th of September, 1740, the Ad- 


miral for fear of ruinning the enterprize | 


weighed from Sr. Hcleu's with a contrary wind, 


eaſt to weſt. 
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and cleared the channel in four days. The 
ſquadron conſiſted of the Centurion of 60 guns 
and 400 men, commanded by George Anſon, 
Eſq; the Gloncefter of 50 guns and 3co men; 
the Severn of 50 guns and zoo men; the Pearl 
of 40 guns and 250 men; the I/ager of 28 
guns and 160 men; the Tryal ſloop of eight 
guns and 100 men, and two victuallers, which 
were pinks, the largeſt of about 400, ard the 
other of about 200 tons burthen. But the 
winds continuing contrary, they had the mor- 
tification to be forty days in their paſſage from 
St. Helen's to Madeira, though it is often per- 
formed in ten or twelve. 

Madeira is ſituated in a fine and healthful cli- 
mate, and is compoſed of one continued hill 
of a conſiderable height, which extends from 
On the ſouth fide, the declivity 
is cultivated, and interſperſed with vineyards 
and country ſeats belonging to the merchants. 
The only conſiderable town in the ifland is 
Forchiale, which is fituated on the ſouth, at 
the bottom of a large bay; it is defended by 
a high wall with a battery of cannon, and a 
fortified caſtle, which ſtands on the Loo, a rock 
that riſes above the water at a ſmall diſtance 
from the ſhore. This town is the only place 
of trade, and the only place where it is poſſible 
for a boat to land, and even there a violent 
ſurf continually beats upon the heach. The 


* This iſland is in the latitude of 329%. 27“. and 
longitude from London 18 f to 199 Z vc, 
though laid down in the charts at 179. 
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land is juſtly famous for its excellent wines, 
which ſeem deſigned by providence for the 
refreſhment of the inhabitants of the torrid 
zonc. 

Here Mr. Auen learnt from the Governor, 


that a few days before his arrival, ſeven or 


eight ſhips, ſuproſed to belong to the Sp erde, 
had appeared to the weſtward of the iſland, on 
which Mr. Auen diſpatched an officer in a 
clean light floop to diſcover who they were, 
but the officer returned without being able to 
get fight of them. Mr. Auſen had great rea- 
jon to ſuſpect that theſe ſhips were appriſed of 
his deſigns, and were diſpatched to prepare the 
Spaniſh ſettlements for his reception, and the 
Juſtice of theſe ſuſpicions afterwards appeared 
from his diſcovering that the court of Spain 
had actually fitted out a ſquadron to attend his 
motions, and traverſe his projects“. 

The Commodore having at this iſland ſup- 
plied the ſhips with as much wine, -water, and 
other refreſhments as they could take in, 
weighed anchor on the 3d of Nowember, and 
the day after, gave orders to the Captains, 
that in caſe the ſquadron ſhould be ſeparated, to 
rendezvous at the iſland of Sr. Catherine's, and 
on the 19th the /rzdafftry pink having fulfilled 
her charter party, and her cargo being. divided 
amongſt the other veſiels, ſhe parted company, 


* The hiſtory of the dreadful diſireſſes of this 
Sguadron, aubich vas commanded by Don Jo- 
ſeph Pizarro, is giver in chap. IV. 
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being bound for Barbadzes, to take in a freight 
for England, but in her return from that iſland 
was unhappily taken by the Spaniard. 

In this long run, the men grew remarkably 
fickly, ſo that many died, md reat numbers 
were confined to their hammocks, on which 
account the Commodore ordered fix air ſcuttles 
to be cut in each ſhip, to let in more air be- 
tween the decks. They were afflicted with ca- 
lentures, a kind of fevers that are not only 
terrible while they laſt, but even the remains 
of the diſeaſe often proved fatal to thoſe who 
thought themſclves recovered, and always left 
them weak and helpleſs. This diſorder daily 
increaſing while they continued at fea, they 
were filled with extraordinary joy at the diſ- 
covery of the coaſt of Bra/#, on the 16th of 
December in the morning, and on the evening 
of the 13th, they caſt anchor at the north-welt 
point of the iſtand of 87. Catherine's. 

They perceived at a diſtance two fortifica- 
tions which ſeemed intended to guard the paſ- 
ſage between the iſland and the main, and ſee- 
ing two forts hoiſt their colours and fire ſeveral 

uns, probably as ſignals for aſſembling the in- 

abitants, the Commodore concluded that his 

ſquadron had alarmed the coaſt, and there- 
fore, to prevent confuſion, ſent a boat with an 
officer on ſhore to compliment the Governor, 
and deſire a pilot to carry the veſſels into the 
road. 'The Governor returned an obliging 
anſwer, and having ſent them a pilot, they 
anchored in a large commodious bay on the 
| B 3 con- 
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continent, called by the French Bon-Port, and 
the next day moored at Sr. Catherine. 

As it was neceſſary that the care of the ſick 
ſhould firſt 3 their thoughts, the Com- 
modore gave orders, that each ſhip ſhould 
erect two tents, one for the diſeaſed, and the 
other for the ſurgeon and his aſſiſtants; after 
which about 80 ſick perſons were landed from 
the Centurion, and nearly as many from the 
other ſhips, in proportion to their number of 
hands. This neceſſary duty being perſormed, 
the ſhips were next cleanſed, ſmoaked, and 
every part well waſhed with vinegar. After 
which every method was taken to ſecure the 
veſſels againſt the tempeſtuous weather, the 
people had reaſon to expect in their paſſage 
round Cape Horn. 

St. Catherine's though about nine leagues in 
length, is no where above two in breadth, 
and though it is of a conſiderable height, it 
can hardly be perceived at ten leagues diſtance, 
it being obſcured by the prodigious mountains 
behind it on the continent of Bra/il. 

This iſland is covered with a foreſt of trees, 
that retain their verdure in all ſeaſons. But 
itis ſo entangled with underwood, thorns, and 
briars, as to form an impenetrable thicket, ex- 
cept in ſome narrow paths made by the inha- 
bitants for their own convenience, and theſe, 
with a few ſpots along the ſhore facing the 
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continent, that are cleared for plantations, are 
the only uncovered parts of the iſland, The 
many aromatic trees and ſhrubs with which the 
woods abound, render them extremely fra- 

t. Theſe woods alſo ſpontaneouſly pro- 
, many kinds of fruit; and the produc- 
tions of all climates thrive almoſt without cul- 
ture, ſo that here are plenty of pine apples, ci- 
trons, lemons, oranges, melons, apricots, 
peaches, grapes, and plantains. There are 
here alſo great plenty of pheaſants, but they 
are far from taſting fo well as thoſe in England. 
They have likcwiie imall wild cattle reſembl- 
ing buffaloes ; theſe, however, are but indif- 
ferent food, their fleſh being looſe, and of a 
diſagreeable flavour. The other proviſions of 
the iſland are parrots, monkies, and particu- 
larly fih of various kinds, which laſt. are ex- 
ceeding good, and caſily caught. The water 
alſo is excellent, and is as fit tor the ſea as that 
of the Thames. 

Theſe advantages are counterballanced by 
many inconveniences, 'The woods and hills 
that ſur: ound the harbour prevent a free 
circulation of the air; and there is ſuch a 
quantity of vapour produced by the vigorous 
vegitation of the place, that the whole coun- 
try is all the night covered wich a thick fog. 
In the day-time the men were peſtered with 
muicatos, reſembling the gaats in Euglend, 
but more venemous in their ſtings; and when 
theſe retired at ſun- ſet they were ſucceeded by 
an infinite number of iand-flies, which make 
a mighty buzzing, though they are ſcarcely 

to 
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Jil, and who having plenty of proviſions, but 
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to be perceived with the naked eye. Their 
bite raiſes a ſmall pimple in the fleſh, which 
is ſoon attended with a painful itching, like 
that ariſing from the harveſt bug in England. 
In ſhort the ſailors had a melancholly proof 
of the unhealthfulneſs of the climate; for 
the Centurion alone buried no lefs than 28 
men after her arrival, and yet the number of 
Her ſick was in the ſame interval increaſed from 
80 to 96. 

The ſquadron alſo ſuffered many inconveni- 
ences from the form of government, and new 
regulations lately eftablithed in the iſland. It 
was formerly only a retreat for vagabonds and 
out-laws who fled thither from all parts of Bra- 


no money, ſupported themſelves without the 
aſſiſtance of any neighbouring ſettlements. 
While in this ſituation they were extremly hol- 
pitable and friendly to iuch fort ian ſhips as 
came amongſt them; for as thoſe thips wanted 
only — and the natives wanted only 
clothes, the ſhips furnithed them wait): the lat- 
ter in exchange for the former, and both ſides 


were highly pleaſed with this traffic. Eut of 


late, ſince the diſcovery of the gold and 
diamonds on the oppoſite coaſt, they had been 
obliged to ſubmit to new laws, and a new form 
of government. They had at this time, in- 


ſtead of their former ragged, bare-foored Cap- | 


twin, a er named Don 7e Sylva de Pas, 
who had a garriſon of ſoldiers, lived ſplendid- 
Iy, and had a better knowledge of the impor- 
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tance of money, than his more honeſt prede- 
ceſſors, 
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ceſſors, and therefore took ſeveral methods of 
uring it, which they were entirely unac- 
uainted with. One of theſe was placing cen- 
tinels at all the avenues to prevent the people 
ſelling refreſhments to the ſhips, except atſuch 
extravagant prices as they could not afford to 
give, pretending he was obliged to preſerve 
proviſions for above one hundred families, with 
which he daily expected to have the colony re- 
inforced. But this was not the worſt part of 
his conduct; he was deeply engaged in a 
ſmuggling traffick, in exchanging gold for ſil- 
ver, by which the kings of Spain and Portugal 
were defrauded of their fifth; and in order to 
ingratiate himſelf with his Spaniþ correſpon- 
dents, had the treachery to diſpatch an expreſs 
to Pizarro, the commander of the Spaniſh ſquad- 
ron, fitted out to traverſe Mr. An/on's projects, 
and who then lay at Buenos-Ayres, in the river 
of Plate, with a particular account of every 
circumſtance he could ſuppoſe the enemy de- 
firous of being acquainted with. 

While they were at this iſland they diſcover- 
ed a ſail to A offing, and the Commodore ſuſ- 
way - that ſhe might be a Spaniard, gave or- 
ders for manning his eightcen oared boat, 
which he ſent to examine her, under the com- 
mand of his ſecond Lieutenant, before ſhe ar- 
nved within the protection of the forts. But 
ſhe proving a Portugueſe brigantine from Rio 


| Grande, the licutenant behaved with the ut-_ 


moſt civility, and even refuſed to accept a calf 
which the maſter would have forced upon him 
as a preſent, Notwithſtanding this the Gover- 
nor 
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nor was greatly offended at Mr. Auſon's ſend- 
ng the boat, and repreſented it as a violation 
of the peace, ſubſiſting between th- crowns of 
Great-Britain and Portugal. This ridiculous 
bluftering was at firſt imputed to no dee 
cauſe than Don %s inſolence, but as he pro- 
ceeded to charge the Lieutenant, with behay- 
ing rudely, opening letters, and attempting to 
e by violence the very calf he had refuſed 
to receive as a preſent, there was reaſon to ſuſ- 


the neighbouring governors *. 


ECC 


CHAT. . 


The Commodore proceeds from St. Catharine's to 
Port St. Julian's. That Port and the Coun- 


The diftreſfſes of the Squadron in doubling Cape 
Horn. Us arrival at the Hand of Juan Fer- 


nandes. 
T H E ſquadron being refitted, and a ſup- 

ply of freſh proviſions taken in, it ſet 
ſail from St. Catharine's, on the 18th of Janu- 


* The reader may ſee a deſcription of the adja- 
cent continent of Brafil i» Vol. III. Chap. VII. 
VIII. and IX. 


ary 


pect, that he raiſed this groundleſs clamour 
only to prevent their viſiting the brigantine, 
when ſhe ſhould put to ſea again, and diſcover the 

ſecret of his ſmuggling correſpondence wick 


try to the ſouth of the River of Plate deſcribed. | 
His paſſage from thence to Streights le Maire. 


| 
| 
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ary 1741, in order to proceed to a deſart and 


inhoſpitable coaſt, and a more boiſterous cli- 
mate than any they had = experienced; and 
three days after they had a moſt violent ſtorm, 
attended with ſo thick a fog, that it was im- 
ble to ſee at the diſtance of two ſhips 
gth, ſo that the ſhips could not diſtinguiſh 
one another ; however, the next day at noon, 
when the fog diſperſed, Mr. Auſen diſcovered 
all the ſhips of the ſquadron except the Pearl, 
which did not join him till near a month af- 
terwards. However, in this ſtorm the Tryal 
floop was a great way to leeward ; for ſhe had 
loſt her main-maſt, and for fear of bilging, had 


been obliged to cut away the raft, the Com- 


modore therefore bore down with the ſquadron 
to her relief, and a great ſwell ſtill continuing, 
the Glouceſter was ls to take her in tow, 
and again ſtand to tae ſouthward. 

On the 18th of February they diſcovered a 
fail, when the Severn ml Glouceſter were or- 
dered to give chace; but Mr. Anſon perceiv- 
ing it to be the Pearl, which had been ſepa- 
rated from the ſquadron in the ſtorm, a ſignal 
was made for the Seyern to rejoin the ſquad- 
ron, and to leave the Glouceſter alone in the 
purſuit ; but to the ſurprize of the ſquadron 
it was obſerved, that on the Gloucefter's ap- 


| proach, the people on board the Pearl increaſ- 


ed their ſails, and ſtood from her. The Glou- 
ceſter notwithſtanding this came up with them, 
when ſhe found their hammocks in their net- 
tings, and every thing ready for an engage- 
ment, The Pearl having joined the 8 

ore, 
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dore, Lieutenant Salt informed him, that on 
the 10th inſtant he had ſeen five Spaniſh men 


of war, which for ſome time he imagined to] 


belong to the Britih ſquadron, and that he 
had ſuffered the commanding ſhip, which wore 
a red broad pendant, exactly reſembling the 
Commodore's, to come within gun-ſhot of him 
before he diſcovered his miſtake ; but finding 
that it was not the Centurion, he crouded from 
them with all his fail, and happil 2 
though the whole ſquadron continued the 

all that day. 

On the 18th of February the ſquadron came 
to an anchor in the bay of Sr. Julian on the 
coaſt of Patagonia, when the 7 ryal was 1mme- 
diately put in repair ; and as this port is a con- 
venient rendezous in caſe of ſe tion, for all 
cruiſers bound to the ſouthward, a deſcription 
of it, and of the coaſt of Patagonia cannot be 
unacceptable to the cunous. 

The country ſtiled Patagonia extends from 
the Spaniſh ſettlements in Scuth- America, to the 
ſtreights of Magellan. It is very remarkable, 
that, though the whole country north of the 
river Plate is ſtored with immenſe quantities 
of large timber, yet no trees of any kind are 
to be met with ſouth of that river, except 4 
few fruit trees planted by the Spaniards near 
Buenos- Ayres, thus the whole eaſtern coaſt of 
Patagenia, extending 1200 miles in length, 
and as far back as any diſcovenes have been yet 
made, has no other wood than a few inſigniſ- 
caut ſhrubs. 1 
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The land however appears to be compoſed 


of downs, of a dry gravelly foil, covered with 


tufts of long 'coarſe graſs, interſperſcd with 
barren ſpots, where nothing 1s to be ſeen but 
vel. In many places this graſs feeds im- 
menſe herds of black cattle, a few of which 
were brought over by the Spaniards, after their 
firſt ſettling at Buenos-Ayres, and theſe have 
multiplied to ſuch a ſurprizing degree, that 
they have ſpread ſo far into the different parts 
of the country, that they are not conſidered 
as private property. Many thouſands of them 
being annually ſlaughtered by the hunters 
merely for their hides and tallow. Theſe 
hunters are mounted on horſeback, and armed 
with a kind of ſpear, which, inſtead of hav- 
ing a blade at the end, fixed in the fame line 
with the wood, is fixed a-croſs. With this 
inſtrument they purſue the beaſt, and the hun- 
ter who comes behind hamſtrings him, after 
which the beaſt ſoon falls, without being able 
to riſe again, when the hunters cruelly leave 
him, * purſue others, who are ſerved in the 
manner. Sometimes indeed a ſecond 
party attends the hunters to ſkin the cattle as 
they fall; but it is ſaid that at other times, 
they chuſe inhumanly to ſuffer the poor crea- 
tures to languiſh in torment till the next day, 
from an opinion that the anguiſh endured by 
the animal facilitates the ſeparation of the 
ſkin from the carcaſe; a barbarous practice, 
which though the prieſts have loudly condemn- 
ed, they have not been able entirely to put 
a ſtop to it. The fleſh of the cattle killed in 
Vor. VII, C this 
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this manner is left to putrify, or to he devour. 
ed by the birds and wild beaſts, anhparticu- 
larly wild dogs, of which there are Wihenſe 
numbers; theſe are ſuppoſed to ha en 
originally produced by Spanifs dogs from Bue- 
os-Ayres ; but being allured by the plenty of 
carrion, left their maſters, and ran wi 
amongſt the cattle. 

Beſides the black cattle annually ſlaughtered 
for their hides and tallow, many of them are 
frequently taken alive, without wounding 
them, for the uſes of agriculture and other | 
purpoſes. 'This is performed with almoſt in- 
credible dexterity, The hunters, who are 
mounted on horſeback, take a very ſtron 
thong of ſeveral fathoms in length, at one — 
of which is a running nooſe ; they hold it in 
the right hand, and it being properly coiled u 
and the oppoſite end faſtened to the ſaddle, 
they ride at a herd of cattle, and when they 
come within a certain diſtance of the beat 
they intend to catch, throw the thong wick 
ſuch exactneſs, that they never fail to fix the 
nooſe about his horns, The beaſt generally 
runs, as ſoon as he finds himſelf entangled ; 
but the horſe having greater ſwiftneſs, attends 
him till a ſecond hunter throws another nooſe 
about one of its hind legs, and then both horſes 
inſtantly turn different ways, by which means 
the beaſt is preſently overthrown, and while 
the horſes ſtill keep the thongs upon the ſtretch, 
the hunters alight, and ſecure him in ſuch a 
manner, as eaſily to convey him where-ever ] Ju 
they pleaſe. They alſo, in the ſame m—_ to b 
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nooſe horſes; and there are not wanting per- 
ſons of credit who aſſert, that by the ſame me- 
thod they catch even tigers. 

The horſes, which were originally from 
Stain, are not only prodigiouſly encreaſed, 
but have run wild even to a greater diſtance 
than the black cattle, and though many of 
theſe are fine ones, yet their numbers render 
them of ſuch little value, that the beſt of them 
are often fold in the neighbouring ſettlements, 
where money alſo is plentiful, for a dollar a 


Ren this whole country there are al- 
ſo con ſiderable numbers of vicunnas, or Peru- 
vian ſheep ; but theſe being remarkably ſhy, 
and extremely ſwift, cannot be killed without 
difliculty. On this coaſt too there are vaſt 
numbers of ſeals, and a prodigious variety of 
ſea fowls; the moſt — of theſe are the 
2 which in ſhape and ſize reſemble a 

; but inſtead of wings have ſhort ſtumps 
fle fins, that are of no uſe to them except 
in the water. Their bills are narrow, and as 
they ſtand and walk in an erect poſture Sir 
Jebn Narborough has whimſically compared 
them to little children ſtanding up with white 
aprons before them. A principal diſadvantage 
| In this country is the ſcarcity of freſh water, 
which however has been ſometimes found in 
{mall quantities; but the ponds and ſtreams 


are generally brackiſh. 

On this part of the coaſt, which at port S. 
Falian is not above 300 miles over, there ſeems 
to be but few inhabitants ; but in the neigh- 

Ss bour- 
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bourhood of Buencs- Ayres, where the continent 
is near four times as broad, and the climate 
much milder, they are ſufficiently numerous, 
and excel the more ſouthern Indians in activi 
and ſpirit. In their bravery they nearly reſemble 
thegallant Indians of Chili, u ho have frequently 
ſet the power of Spain at defiance, have often 
ravaged their country, and ſtill remain inde- 
pendent. They are generally excellent horſe- 
men, and extremely expert in the uſe of all 
military weapons _—_ fire arms, which the 
— are very ſollicitous to conceal from 
them; and indeed the beſt way of ſubverting 
the Spaniſh power in America, ſeems to be that 
of giving due encouragement to theſe [ndians, 
and to thoſe of Chili. 

It has been obſerved by Sir Jobi Narborough 
that port Sr. Julian produces excellent ſalt; 
and that in February, the falt found there was 
ſufficient to fill 1000 ſhips ; but on Mr. An/or's 
ſending an officer to the ſalt pond, to get a 

uantity of ſalt for the uſe of the ſquadron, he 

ound that it was ſcarce and bad, which might 
probably be occaſioned by the wetneſs of the 
ſeaſon. | 

The Tryal being refitted, which was one of 
their principal employments at the bay of S.. 
Julian, and the only occaſion of their ſtay, 
the Commodore held a council of the princi- 
pal officers on board the Centurion, and inform- 
ed them, that he was ordered to endeavour to 
ſecure ſome port in the South-Seas, where the 
ſhips of the ſquadron might be careened and 
refitted, and propoſed to attack Baldivia, the 

pen 
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principal frontier of CH, to which the coun- 
cil unanimouſly agreeing, new inſtructions were 

ven to the caprains of the ſquadron, import- 
ing, that in cafe of a ſeparation, they were to 
make the beſt of their way to the iſland of 
Nueftro Senora del Socoro, where they were to 
cruize only ten days; when, if they were not 
joined by the Commodore,. they were to pro- 
ceed and cruize fourteen days off the harbour 
of Baldivia ; and if not joined by the reit of 
the ſquadron, to direct their courſe to the iſland 
of Juan Fernandes, It was alſo ordered that 
no ſhip ſhould keep at a greater diſtance from 
the Centurion than two miles, without an una- 
voidable neceſſity. 

Theſe regulations being eſtabliſhed, the 
ſquadron weighed anchor on Friday the 27th 
of February in the morning; but the Glauce/ter 
not being able to purchaſe her anchor, was left 
a conſiderable way a-ſtern, and obliged to cut 
her cable, and leave her beit bower behind. 
On the 4th of March, when they were in fight 
of cape Virgin Mary, the afternoon being very 
bright and clear, moſt of the captains took 
that opportunity to pay a viſit to the Commo- 
dore ; but while they were in company, they 
were all greatly alarmed by a ſudden flame 
burſting from the Gloucefter, ſucceeded by a 
cloud of ſmoke ; but their apprehenſions were 
ſoon removed, by the information that the 
blaſt was occaſioned by a ſpark from the forge 
lighting on a quantity of gunpowder, and 
other combuſtibles, which an officer on board 
was preparing for uſe, in caſe it ſhould happen 

| C 3 that 
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| that they ſhould engage the Spanihs fleet; and 
that it had been extinguiſhed before the ſhip eigh 
| had received the leaſt damage. | 
The ſquadron found that in tneſe high lati- Ale 
tudes, fair weather was of a very ſhort dura- thei 
tion, and that when it was remarkably fine it | flatt 
| was a certain preſage of a ſucceeding ſtorm, but 
The fine afternoon juſt mentioned ended in a thy 
| moſt turbulent night, ſucceeded by a dreadful | ed, 
ſtorm the next morning, which continued all of 1 
day; but at midnight the wind abated, and | had 
the ſucceeding morning they diſcovered the plea 
land called Terra del Fuego, which afforded a | brig 
a very uncomfortable proſpeR, it being of a | 
ſtupendous height, and every where covered yet 
with ſnow. deli 
On the 7th of March, they began to open part 
the ſtreights, and had a proſpect of Statenland, reac 
an iſland, which in the wildneſs and horror of le M 
its appearance, far ſurpaſſed Terra del Furgo. It inſt; 
ſeemed entirely compoſed of inacceſſible rocks, | {tru 
which without the leaſt mixture of earth, ter- 
minated in a great number of ragged points, bec⸗ 
that aroſe to an amazing height ; all of them ing 
were covered with ſnow, and on every fide ſqus 
ſurrounded with frightful precipices, whale the favo 
hills which bear them are generally ſeparated ther 
from each other by clefts through the main | ſo tl 


ſubſtance of the rocks, almoſt to their very 

bottoms ; nothing can be imagined more dread- 

ful and gloomy ; theſe ſtupendous chaſms ap- 

aring as if produced by frequent earthquakes, wit! 

he 13 was hr through theſe F 

ſtreights by the rapidity of the tide in about  firuy 
ws 
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two hours, though they are between ſeven and 
eight leagues in length. As theſe are uſually 
reckoned the boundaries of the Pacific and 
Atlantic oceans, the men began to hope that 
their dangers were now almoſt at an end, and 
flattering themſelves that they had now nothing 
but an open ſea till they arrived at thoſe weal- 
thy coaſts, where all their wiſhes were center- 
ed, they imagined that they were on the point 
of realizing the golden dreams on which they 
had feaſted ſo long in imagination. Theie 
pleaſing ideas were greatly heightened by the 
brightneſs of the ſcy, and ſerenity of the wea- 
ther, for though the winter was advancing, 
yet the morning of that day was as mild and 
delightful as any they had ſeen ſince their de- 
parture from Exglaud; but they had ſcarcely 
reached the ſouthern extremity of the ſtreights 
le Maire, when all theſe pleaſing hopes were 
inſtantly loſt in the proſpek of immediate de- 
ſtruction; for before the ſternmoſt ſhips of the 
ſquadron were clear of the ſtreights, the ſky 
became ſuddenly obſcured, and the wind ſhift- 
ing to the ſouthward, blew in the moſt violent 
{qualls, while the tide, which had hitherto 
favoured them, turned furiouſly and drove 
them to the eaſtward with prodigious rapidity, 
ſo that they were in the greateſt anxiety for the 
two ſternmoſt veſſels the Mager and the Anna 
Pink, fearing leſt they ſhould be daſhed to pieces 
on the ſhore of Statenland, which indeed they 
with the utmoſt difficulty eſcaped. 

From this day, for about three months, they 
ſtruggled with ſuch dangers and diſtreſſes as 
are 
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are ſcarcely to be parallelled, and had a conti- 
nual ſucceſſion of ſuch tempeſtuous weather, 
as ſurprized the oldeſt and moſt experienced 
mariners, who confeſled, that what they had 
hitherto called ſtorms, were inconſiderable 
gales, compared with the violence of theſe 
winds, which raiſed ſuch ſhort and ſuch moun- 
tainous waves that juſtly filled them with con- 
tinual terror ; for had but one of theſe waves 
broke over them, it would probably have ſent 
them to the bottom. Ihe ſhips rolled inceſ- 
ſantly, and the men were in continual danger 
of being daſhed to pieces againſt the decks 
and fides of the ſhips; for though they took 
all poſſible care to ſecure themſelves from theſe 
ſhocks, by graſping ſome fixed body, yet 
many uſeful people were forced from their 
hold, and either killed or diſabled. Theſe | 
tempeſts were rendered ſtill more miſchievous, | 
from the manner of their approach ; for if 
the men, after being frequently reduced to he 
at the mercy of the waves under their bare 
poles, ſometimes ventured to make fail, with | 
their courſes double reefed, and the weather 
proving more tolerable, would encourage them 
to ſet their top-ſails, the wind would ſuddenly 
return with redoubled force, and in an inſtant 
tare the fails from the yards; and to increaſe 
the diſtreſs, theſe blaſts commonly brought 
with them a great quanity of ſnow and fleet, 
which froze the ſails, and rendered both them 
and the cordage ſo brittle as to ſnap upon the 
Nighteſt ſtrain, while at the ſame time it be- 
numbed the limbs of the people, and _ 
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difabled many of them, by mortifying their 
fingers and toes. The Centurion, by labouring 
in this lofty ſea, in which ſhe frequently ſhip- 

great quantities of water, grew ſo looſe 
in her upper-works, that ſhe let in the water 
in every ſeam, and ſcarcely any of the officers 
ever lay in dry beds. 

On the 23d of March a violent ſtorm of 
wind, hail, and rain, ſprung the main-yard 
of the Centurion, and the. toot rope of the 
main-ſail breaking, the main-ſail itſelf ſplit 
inſtantly to rags, and in ſpite of all their en- 
deavours to fave it, much the greater part of 
it was blown over-board. This obliged the 
Commodore to make a ſignal for t e ſquadron 
to bring to, and the ſtorm flatning to a calm, 
endeavours were inſtantly uſed to repair the 
damage. They again got under fail; but in 
24 hours were attacked by another ſtorm, 
in which the Centurion had her main-ſhrouds 
and mizen-ſhrouds broke. After this the wea- 
ther for two or three days grew leſs tempeſtu- 


ous than uſual ; but there was ſo thick a fog 
| that the Centurion was obliged to fire a gun al- 


moſt every half hour to keep the ſquadron to- 
gether, 

On the 31ſt the people were alarmcd by a 
gun fired from the Glouceter, and a ſignal made to 
peak with the Commodore, on which the Cen- 
turion bearing down to her, it was found that 
the main-yard was broke in the ſlings. This 
was conſidered as a great misfortune, ſince 
it would detain them the longer in that inhoſ- 
pitable climate; therefore, to ſhorten this de- 

lay 
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lay as much as poſſible, the Commodore or- 
dered ſeveral carpenters to be put on board 
the Glouceſſer from the other ſhips, that the da- 
mage might be repaired with the utmoſt ex. 
pedition. And the Captain of the Tal at the 
ſame time complaining that his pumps were 
bad, and that the loop made ſo much water 
that he was ſcarcely x th to keep her free, the | 
Commodore ordered him a pump ready fitted 
from his own ſhip. The next day the ſky 
looked dark and gloomy, and the wind be- 
ginning to freſhen and blow in ſqualls indicat- | 
ed the approach of a ſevere tempeſt, and ac- | 
cordingly on the zd of April, there aroſe a 
ſtorm, which from its violence and continua- 
tion, exceeded all they had hitherto encoun- 
tered. The Centurion ſoon received a furious 
ſhock from a ſea, which breaking over the 
larboard quarter, ſtove in her quarter galle 
and ruſhed into the ſhip like a deluge ; at the 
ſame time the maſts and rigging were muck | 
damaged. This dreadful — laſted three 
days. On the 8th ſeveral guns were fired, as 
ſignals of diſtreſs, when the Commodore mak- | 
ing a ſignal for the ſquadron to bring to, it 
was ſoon perceived that the Vager had loſt 
her mizen-maſt, and main-top-ſail-yard, and 
the next day the Anna Pink had her fore-ſtay, 
and the gammon of her bow-ſprit broke, and 
was in danger of having all her maſts come 
by the Ice: 

They now began to flatter themſelves with 
hopes that their tatigues were drawing to a pe- the & 
riod, and that they ſhould ſoon arrive at a mow were 

hoſpi- 
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hoſpitable climate ; for towards the latter end 
of March, they were, according to their rec- 
koning, near ten degrees to the welt of the 
weſtermoſt point of Terra del Fucgo, and ever 
fince had been ſtanding to the nothward, with 
as much expedition as the turbulence of the 
weather would permit; but theſe deluſions on- 


y ſerved to render their diſappointment more 


terrible; for on the 14th of April the weather, 


which till then had been hazy, clearing up, 


the Anna Pink, betwcen one and two in the 


morning, made a ſignal for ſeeing land right 


a-head, which being but two miles diſtant, 
they were all in the greateſt danger of runniag 
a-ſhore ; and had the wind blown with violence 
from its uſual quarter, or if the moon had not 


| ſuddenly ſhone out, every ſhip muſt have pe- 
| riſhed. This land, to their great amazement, 


to be Cape Neir, though they ima- 


: | rag they were ten degrees more weſterly. For 


e currents had driven them fo ſtrongly to the 


| eaſtward, that when they imagined they ran 


down nineteen degre.s weſt, they had not 
really advanced half that diſtance. By this 
diſcovery they found themſelves obliged to 
once more to the ſouthward, and inſtead 

of approaching a warmer climate, were again 
to combat thoſ: terrible blaſts that had ſo of- 
ten filled them with conſternation. To increaſe 
their apprehenſions, they were dreadfully en- 
feebled by the men falling fick and dying a- 
pace. Three days before, they loſt fight of 
the Severn and Pearl; and though the ſhips 
were ſpread out in ſearch of them, _—_— 
| em 
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them more ; whence it was concluded that th 

had run upon this land in the night, and had 
periſhed, Filled with theſe def; 2 — thoughts, 
they ſtood away to the ſouth-weſt, till che 22d 
of April, when they were in upwards of 60 
degrees of ſouth latitude, and fix to the weſt 
of Cape Noir, in which run they had as favour. 
able weather as could be expected: but on the 


ö 


— 


24th in the evening the wind increaſed to 2 
prodigious ſtorm, and the weather being ex. 
tremely thick, the four other ſhips of the ſqua- | 
dron ſeparated, nor did they meet again till 
they reached Juan Fernendes, and the Centurica, | 
during this tempeſt, had her fails rent o 
pieces, and much of her rigging broke. 

The ſcurvy had now tor a conſiderable 
time made 1ts appearance, and had ſpread to 
ſuch an aſtoniſhing degree, that this dreadiul 
diſeaſe carried off 43 men from on board the 
Centurien only in the month of April, and 
double that number in May, after which it 
was {till increaſing. The many forms where- 
in this deſtructive diſeaſe attacks the human 
body, are as aſtoniſhing as they are unaccount- 
able. Its ſymptoms are inconſtant and innu- 
merable, and ſcarcely did the complaints of. 
any two perſons exactly reſemble each other, 
yet there are ſome ſymptoms more common, 
than the reſt, ſuch as large diſcoloured ſpot 
ſpread over the whole body, ſwelled legs 

utrid gums, extraordinary laiitude, ſupriz 
ing dejection of ſpirits, ſkiverings and trem- 
blings, with a diſpoſition to be ſeized with ur- 
accguntable terrors on the flighteſt accidents; 
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23 
and whatever damped the hopes of the men, 
added new vigour to the diſtemper, killed thoſe 
who were in the laſt ſtages of it, and con- 
fined thoſe to their hammocks who were be- 
fore capable of ſome kind of duty. It often 
produced the jaundice, vor 565 rheumatic 
pains and putrid fevers ; but what is moſt ex- 
traordinary, it forced open the ſcars of wounds 
which had been many years healed, and 
diſſolved the callous of a broken bone, 
which had been compleatly formed for a lon 
time, ſo that the fracture ſeemed as if it had 
never been conſolidated. Many of the people, 
though confined to their hammocks, were 
cheartul, talked in a loud, ſtrong tone of 
voice, and eat and drank heartily; but on 
being only moved in their hammocks from one 
part of the ſhip to another, immediately expired. 
Others truſting to their ſeeming ſtrength, re- 
ſolved to get out of their hammocks, Bat died 
before they could reach the deck, and it was 
common to ſee the men drop down dead, up- 
on a violent effort of duty. 

On the 8th of May the Centurion arrived off 
the iſland of Secoro, which was the firſt rendez- 
vous appointed for the ſquadron, ſhe waited 
there ſeveral days to no purpoſe, in which ſhe 
was often in danger of being driven upon the 
rocks; for there were ſtill ſuch prodigious ſqualls 
that with the greateſt difficulty they kept clear 
of the ſhore. In one of theſe ſqualls, which 
was attended with violent claps of thunder, a 
ſudden flaſh darted along the decks, with an 
exploſion like that of ſeveral piſtols, and as it 

Yor, VII. D paſſ:4 
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paſſed wounded ſeveral of the officers and | 


men. | 
There would be no end in minutely deſcrib- 
ing the diſaſters and terrors, the people en- 
countered on this coaſt, all which increaſed till 
22d of May, when the fury of all the ftorms 
they had hitherto endured ſeemed to be unit. 
ed, and to have conſpired their deſtruction. 
Almoſt all the fails of the Centurion were ſplit, 
and great part of her ſtanding rigging broke, 
and a mountainous fea _— her upon her 
ſtarboard quarter, gave her ſo prodigious a 2 
ſhock, that ſeveral of the ſhrouds broke with 
the jerk, and the ballaſt and ſtores were ſo 
ſtrangely ſhifted, that the ſhip afterwards lay 
on her larboard fide. By this tremendous 
blow, the people were thrown into the ut- 
moſt conſternation, from the dread of imme- 
diately foundering ; but the wind abating, 
they endeavoured all they could to mend 
their fails and repair the damage, during 
which they were driven aſhore on the iſland 
of Chilce; but the wind happily ſhifting to 
the ſouthward, they ſteered off land with on- 
ly the main-ſail, the maſter, and the reverend 
Mr. Walter, the Commodore's chaplain, un- 
dertaking the management of the helm, while 
the reſt were employed in ſecuring the maſts 
and bending the ſails. 
This was the laſt ſtormy weather they met 
with in that climate; for after a fortnight's 
cruize, without ſeeing any of the other ſhips, 
the Centurion that day got clear of the land, 
and the weather being pretty moderate, bore 
away 
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away for Tuan Fernandes, which was thought 
to afford the only chance the men had left to 
avoid periſhing at ſea ; for though the harbour 
of Baldivia was the next appointed rendez- 
vous, it was no longer thought on, the ſole 
hope now left being that of ſaving the ſhip, 
and the few remaining lives on board. Time 
being now extremely precious, as four, five, 
and fix of the Centurien's men died in a day, 
they ſtood directly for that iſland ; but not 
finding it in the poſition the charts had taught 
them to expect ĩt in, they began to apprehend 


their being too far to the weſtward ; and tho' the 


Commodore himſelf was firmly perſuaded that 
he ſaw it on the morning of the 28th, his of- 
ficers, ſuppoſing it to be only a cloud, a 
ſuppoſition which the hazineſs of the wea- 
ther made probable, it was, on a conſulta- 
tion, reſolved to ſtand to the eaſtward in the 
parallel of the iſland ; but on the zoth of 
May, having a view of the continent of Chili, 
they had the mortification to find they had 
needleſsly altered their courſe, when they 
were, in all probability, juſt upon the point 


of making the iſland. Thoſe who remained 
alive were entirely diſpirited by this new diſ- 
appointment, and this general dejection pre- 
| valing, added to the virulence of the diſeaſe, 


and the mortality increaſed to a moſt dreadful 


ree. 
: To theſe calamities were added the painful 
circumſtance, that on their ſtanding to the 


: weſtward in queſt of the iſland, they were fo 


delayed by calms and contrary winds, that it 
2 colt 
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coſt them nine days to regain the weſting 
which they had run down in two, when they 


ſtood to the eaſtward. In this deſponding con- | 


dition, with og ſcarcity of water, and the 
crew ſo diſeaſed that there was not above ten 
foremaſt men in a watch _— of doing du- 


| 


ty, and even ſome of theſe lame, they ſaw 


the long-wiſhed for iſland of Juan Fernandes, | 


on the gth of June, loſing, by this laſt miſ- | 
take between 70 and 80 men, who would 
doubtleſs have been ſaved had they made the 


iſland when the Commodore diſcovered it on 


the 28th of May; but notwithſtanding this, 
it will hereafter appear, that this miſtake was 
providentially the means of the preſervation of 
all who ſurvived this ſeeming misfortune. 


CHAP. uM. 


A Deſcription of the Iſland of Juan Fernandes, 
with the Meaſures purſued by Mr. Anſon in that | 
and. The arrival of the Glouceſter and | 
Anna Pink; and a Narrative of the diſtreſſe: | 
the fermer had endured, and what happened 10 


the latter while at anchor near the Ifland of | 
Inchin. 9 


1 the Centurion again diſcovered the 
iſland of Juan Fernandes on the ninth 
of June at day-break, yet her people were 
all that day and the next night in getting in 
with the land, and in the middle watch the de- 
bility of the people was fo great, —_ the 

ieu- 
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Lieutenant could only muſter two quarter maſ- 
ters and ſix foremaſt men, ſo that had it not 
been for the aſſiſtance of the officers, ſervants, 
and boys, it might have been impoſſible to 
have reached the iſland after they had got ſight 
of it: to this wretched condition was the Cen- 
turien, a ſixty gun ſhip reduced, which three 
months before had paſſed the ſtreights le Mair, 
with between four and 500 men, almoſt all of 
whom were in health and full vigour *. 

On the tenth in the afternoon they got un- 
der the lee of the iſland : they ranged along it 
atabout two miles diſtance, and being now near 
the ſhore, obſerved that the country, which at 
a diſtance ſeemed to be extremely mountainous, 
ragged, and irregular, aſſumed a very different 
appearance. 'The broken craggy precipices were 
in moſt places covered with woods, and be- 
tween them appeared the fineſt vallies, cloath- 
ed with the moſt beautiful verdure, and water- 
ed with many ſtreams and caſcades. Such a 
ſcene, ſo beautifully diverſified, muſt have been 
delightful to an indifferent ſpectator; but in 
the diſtreſſed condition of the Certurion's men, 
who were in a manner languiſhing for the land, 


* To avoid the dreadful diſtreſſes indured by this 


Squadron in this long and dangerous paſſage, Mr. 


Walter adwvi/es, all ſbips who ſail to the South 
Sea not to paſs ſtreights le Mair, but to run to 
the ſouth as far as the latitude of fixty-one or fixty- 
ive degrees, and never to attempt this paſſage, 2 
m the height of ſummer, that is in the months of 
December and January. 


D 3 and 
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mind which always attends the ſcurvy, it is not 


and the other refreſhments then in fight, and 
Mr. Malter obſerves, ** That thoſe only who 
«© have endured a long ſeries, of thirſt and can 


«* the ideas alone of ſprings and brooks have 
at that time raiſed in them, can judge of the 
„emotion with which they eyed a large caſ- 
<< cade of the moſt tranſparent water, which 


„the ſhip.” Thoſe who had been long con- 
fined to their hammocks now exerted all the 


to feaſt their eyes with the reviving proſpeR. 
They thus coalted along the ſhore contemplat- 
ing the inchanting landſkip, which improved 
as they advanced ; but the night cloſed upon 
them, before they had diſcovered a proper bay. 
At tour the next morning the third Lieutenant 


vegetables, as they well knew that even grafs 
would prove a dainty, and indeed it was ſoon 
eagerly devoured. As for the ſeals they were 
at this inſtant rendered leſs valuable by the 


to be conceived with what tranſport and eager- | 
neſs they viewed the ſhore, and how impatient- | 
ly they longed for the greens, the freſh water | i 


* readily recal the defire and agitation which 


«< poured itſelf from a rock near one hundred 
<< feet high into the ſea at a ſmall diſtance from 


ſtrength they had left in crawling up to the deck 


was diſpatched with the cutter to diſcover the 
bay they ſought for, and at noon he returned 
with the boat laden with ſeals and graſs ; for 
the boats crew did not ſtay to ſearch for better 


9 


people on board having taken, during the 
boats 


and its vegetable productions, a ſituation of boat 


| kth. 
Tl! 


boat's abſence, a great quantity of excellent 
| kth. 


+ „ 1 
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The cutter had diſcovered the bay where 


they intended to anchor, and the weather prov- 
ing favourable, the next morning they endea- 


voured to weigh, which with great difficulty 
they performed, by obliging even the ſick who 
were ſcarce able to ſtand, to lend their aſſiſtance, 
and at length, by making uſe of their utmoſt 
efforts, they got into the bay in fifty- ſix fathom 
water. 

The Centurien had not long got her new birth, 
when a ſail was diſcovered, which, on its nearer 
approach, was found to be the Tryal ſloop. 
The Commodore immediately ſent ſome of his 
hands on board her, by whoſe aſſiſtance ſhe 
was brought to an anchor in the bay, when 
Capt. Saunders the commander waiting on Mr. 
Anſon, informed him that he had buried 34 of 
his men out of his ſmall compliment, and thoſe 
that remained were fo afflicted with the ſcurvy, 
that only himſelf, his Lieutenant, and three of 
his men were able to ſtand by the fails, and 
that on the gth of May he had fallen in with 
the Aura pink, with whom he had kept com- 
pany four days, when they were parted in a a 
hard gale of wind. 

TheCommodore's principal attention was now 
employed in ſending materials on ſhore to raiſe 
tents for the reception of the ſick, who died faſt 
on board, the diſtemper being doubtleſs conſi- 
derably augmented by the ſtench and filthineſs 
in which they lay, for few could be ſpared to 
look after them, which rendered the ſhip ex- 

tremely 
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tremely loathſome between decks: But not. 
withſtanding the eager defire of all to be-on 
ſhore, they had not hands enough to p 

the tents before the 16th, but on that and the 
two following days, they were all landed, 
amounting to 167 perſons, beſides 12 or 14 
who died in the boats, on being expoſed to 
the freſh air. The greateſt part of the ſick 
were obliged to be carried out of the ſhip in 
their hammocks, and afterwards to be conveyed 
in the ſame manner from the water fide over a 
ſony beach to their tents. This being a 
work of conſiderable fatigue to the few who 
were healthy, the Commodore had the huma- 


nity, not only to affiſt with his own labour; | 


but obliged all his officers without diſtinction 
to give a helping hand. 


It was near twenty days after their landing, 


before the mortality was tolerably ceaſed, and 
for the firſt 10 or 12 days they ſeldom buried 
leſs than fix each day, and many who ſurvived 


recovered by flow degrees. However, thoſe | 


who on their firſt getting aſhore were well 


enough to creep out of their tents and crawl | 
about, ſoon recovered their health and ſtrength. 


Mr. 4n/on was particularly induſtrious in di- 
recting the roads and coaſts to be ſurveyed, 
and ſuch obſervations to be made as might be 
of uſe to any Britiſh veſſels, that ſhould here- 
after be ſent into thoſe ſeas. The iſland of Juan 
Fernandes, is ſaid to have received its name 


from 


curate obſervations, lies in 33% 400. ſouth lati- 
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from a Spaniard, who formerly procured a 
rant of it; but after reſiding there ſome time 
abandoned it. Its greateſt length 1s between 


I: and 15 miles, and its greateſt breadth leſs 


than ſix. The northern part of the iſland is 
compoſed of high craggy rocks, many of 


' which are inacccffible, though they are gene- 
' nlly covered with trees ; but the ſoil is ſo looſe 


and ſhallow, that the largeſt trees are eaſily 
overturned, which occaſioned the death of one 
of the ſailors, who being upon the hills in 


* ſearch of goats, caught hold of a tree upon a 


declivity to aſſiſt him in his aſcent, but it 

giving way he immediately rolled down, and 

though in his fall he faſtened on another tree 

of conſiderable ſize, yet that too unfortunately 

2 way, he ſell among the rocks, and was 
ed too pieces. 

The trees which compoſe the woods on this 
fide of the iſland are moſtly aromatics of dif- 
ferent ſorts, none of which are large enough 
to afford any conſiderable timber, except the 
myrtle, whoſe top 1s circular, and appears as 
regular and uniform as if clipt by art, and on 
its bark grows an excreſſence reſembling moſs, 
which has the taſte and ſmell of garlick, in- 
ſtead of which it was uſed by the people of the 
Centurion; but even this tree will not cut to a 
greater length than 40 fect. The pimento 
and cabbage tree alſo grow here, but in no 
great plenty. There were beſides a great va- 


tude, and is 110 leagues diftant from the continent 
of Chili. 


riety 
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riety of different plants, amongſt which wen 
yo all the 8383 her are eſteemel — 
peculiarly adapted to the cure of the ſcuryy;} ". 
for they found great quantities of excellent n: 
wild ſorrel, 2 water creſſes, turni tis b 
and Sicilian radiſhes. Mr. Auſen for the betta "os | 
accommodation of his countrymen, who ſhould} We 1 
afterwards touch there, ſowed lettices, carrots, 
and other garden plants, and ſet in the woods 2 
eat variety of plumb, apricot and peach. mile 
— which have ſince thriven to a remark- 8 
able degree. HOY 
It is obſervable, that the hills in ſome pan vos 
of this iſland reſemble the mountains of Chit FP 
where gold is found, and in ſome places then , 1 n 
are ſeveral hills of a peculiar kind of red earth, be th 
more beautiful than vermillion, which upon nc. 
examination might perhaps prove a very uſe. rea 
ful and valuable commodity. | 12 
The woods which cover moſt of che ſteepel *? 
hills, are fo free from buſhes and underwood, begd 
as to afford an eaſy paſſage through every |... 
part of them ; and in the northern part of the 8 
iſland the irregularities of the hills and preci- the 
pices traced out a variety of the moſt romantic | 


valleys, moſt of which have a ſtream of the} . 
cleareſt water, that runs through them, after} ritt 
its having fallen in caſcades from rock to rock, this 
and in ſome particular ſpots in theſe valleys | by | 


the loftineſs of the overhanging rocks, the fre- 

quent falls of the neighbouring ſtreams with | adva 

the ſhade and fragrance of the contiguous woods, 

preſented ſcenes of the utmoſt elegance and | 

dignity. And here the ſimple productions of } foun 
| un- 


r — * — 


he choſe was a ſmall 
* aſcent, and lay at the diſtance of about half a 
mile from the fea. 


beſides two ſtreams o 
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unaſſiſted nature, may be ſaid to excel all the 
ſictitious deſcriptions of the warmeſt imagina- 
tion. 

To conclude this deſcription of the face of 
this beautiful iſland, we ſhall give a view of 
the ſpot where the Commodore pitched his 
tent, and refided _—_ his ſtay. The place 

awn that had an eaſy 


His tent frontcd a large 
avenue, cut through the woods, which ſloping 


| witha gentle deſcent to the water, afforded a 


roſpect of the bay and the ſhips at anchor. 
The lawn was ſcreened behind by a wood of 


| tall myrtles, ſweeping round it in a ſemicircu- 
lar form, the ſlope on which the wood ſtood, 


roſe with a ſteeper aſcent than the lawn ; while 


| the hills and precipices within land towered 
up conſiderably above the tops of the trees, 


and heightened the grandeur of the view; 
1 cryſtal water ran on the 
night and left of the tent within the diſtance 


of 100 yards, and completed the ſymmetry of 


the whole, by their being ſhaded with the 
; trees which on either ſide ſkirted the lawn. 


The prodigious number of goats former 
writers mention to have been found upon 
this iſland, have been greatly diminiſhed 
by the dogs ſet aſhore by the Spaniards to 
deprive the buccaniers and privatcers of the 
advantages they reaped from their numbers, 
which ſupplied them with plenty of proviſions ; 
but it is remarkable, that the Centurion's men 


| found ſeveral of theſe of a moſt venerable aſ- 


pect 
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pect, which, from having their cars lit, they 
naturally ſuppoſed had belonged to Mr. Selin 
a Scotchman, who had been left upon thi 
iſland, about 32 years before their arrival, and 
who often catching more goats than he want, 
ed, ſometimes marked- their ears and let then 
£0 *. The large dogs, already mentioned, 
ave deſtroyed all the goats in the accefſibl; 
parts of the country, while the few that rm. 
main live among the craggs and precipices 
are divided into ſeparate herds, inhabit diſtind 
faſtneſſes, and never mingle with each other. 
Mr. Walter and others were witneſſes of a fir 
gular diſpute betwixt a herd of theſe animal; 
and a number of dogs. They were going i 
a boat into the eaſtern bay, when perceivin 
ſome dogs running, they were willing to di. 
cover their game, upon which, lying upo:' 
their oars to watch them, they ſaw them tale 
to a hill, upon the ridge of which they ob- 
ſerved a herd of goats that ſeemed drawn u 
for their reception. The maſter of the her 
had poſted himſelf fronting the enemy, in: 
very narrow pals, ſxirted on each ſide vid 
precipices, while the reſt of the goats wer! 
all behind him, where the ground was mon 
open. As this ſpot was inacceſſible by an 
other paſs, the dogs ran up the hill with grez 
alacrity ; but on their coming within 20 yard 
of him, became ſenſible of their danger; far 
the ſame gentleman obſerves, that he woull 
infallibly have driven them down the pred. 
pices. The dogs therefore quietly laid 2 
elvs 
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felves down and gave over the chace. Theſe 
dogs are —— numerous, and being able 
to catch but few of the goats, they principal- 
ly live upon young ſeals. 

As the ſailors were ſeldom able to kill above 
one goat in a day, and grew tired of fiſh, they 
at lait condeſcended to eat ſeals, which, by 
2 they became fond of, and gave their 

the name of lamb. 

There is another amphibious animal to 
be met with in the iſland, which, as well as 
the ſeals, are very numerous; that is the ſea- 
lion, which reſembles the ſeal, though it is 
much larger, and was eat by the whole 
ſhip's company under the denomination of beef. 
When arrived at their full growth they are 
from twelve to twenty feet in length, and from 
eight to fifteen in circumference, and are fo 
extremely fat, that on cutting through the 
ſkin, which is about an inch in thickneſs at 
leaſt, a foot of fat is found before either the 
lean or the bones can be ſeen, ſo that the fat 
of the largeſt of them frequently yielded a 
butt of oil. Their ſkins are covered with 
ſhort hair of a light dun colour; but their 
tails and feet, which at ſea ſerve them for 
fins are almoſt black. Their feet are divid- 
ed at the end like fingers, and are joined - 
together by a web. Theſe animals in ſome 
degree reſemble an over-grown ſeal; but 
the males have a large trunk or ſnout that 
hangs down five or fix inches below the end 
of the upper jaw, which the females have not, 
and this renders them caſily dinguiſhed, be- 
tides the males are of a much larger ſize. 


Vor. VII. L The 
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The largeſt ſea hon was the maſter of the 
flock, and from the number of females he 
kept to himſelf, and his dnving off the males, 
was ſtiled by the ſeamen the baſhaw. Theſe 
amphibious animals continue at ſea all the 
ſummer, and come on ſhore in the beginning 
of winter, where they reſide during that 
whole ſeaſon; feeding on the graſs and ver. 
dure that grows near the banks of the freſh 


water ſtreams; and when they are not em- 
ployed in —_— ſleep in herds in the moſt. 
miery places. In this interval they engender | 
and bring forth their young, and have gene- 


rally two at a birth, of about the ſize of & | 


full grown ſeal, which they ſuckle wick 
their milk. As they are of a very lethargic 
diſpoſition and are not eaſily awakened, it is 
obſerved that each herd places ſome of their 
males at a diſtance in the manner of ſentinels, 
who always give the alarm, whenever an at- 
tempt is made either to moleſt or approach 
them, by making a loud grunting noiſe like a 
hog, or ſnorting like a horſe in full vigour. 
The males had often furious battles with each 
other, chiefly about the females, and the ba- 
ſhaw, juſt mentioned, who was commonly ſur- | 
rounded by his females, to which no other | 
male dared to approach, had acquired that 
diſtinguiſhed pre-eminence by many bloody 
conteſts, as was evident from the numerous 
ſcars viſible in all parts of his body. The 
failors killed many of them for food, particu- 
larly for their tongues and hearts, which wer 


much admired, and thought prefcrable to * 


' the other animals mentioned b 


ders, and therefore ſuppoſed them deſtroyed 
| E 2 
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of bullocks. There was no difficulty in kill- 
ing them, ſince they were incapable of either 
reliftin or eſcaping, their motion being more 
— than can be conceived, their blub- 
ber, all the time they are moving, is agitated 
in large waves under the ſkin; and it 1s re- 
markable that they are fo full of blood, that 
on their being deeply wounded in a dozen 
laces, there will inſtantly guſh out as many 
— of blood, ſpouting to a conſiderable 
diſtance. To try what quantity of blood they 
contained, the men ſhot one firſt, and then 
cutting its throat, and meaſuring the blood 
that came from it, found that befides what re- 
mained in the veſſels, which was no doubt 
conſiderable, they got at leaſt two hogſheads. 
But though theſe unweildy creatures are ſo 


eaſily killed, they are capable of * much 
miſchief; for a ſailor being careleſsly em- 


ployed in ſkinning a young ſea- lion, the fe- 
male from nn had taken it, approached 
him unperceived, and getting his head in her 
mouth ſcored his ſkull in notches with her 


teeth, by which he was ſo deſperately wound- 


ed, that though all poſſible care was taken 


; to preſerve his life, he died a few days 


r 


The above are the principal animals that 
were found in this iſland. They ſaw but few 
birds, which were chiefly hawks, owls, hum- 
ming-birds and black-birds ; and but few of 


former wri- 


by 


.» 
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by the dogs; however, the rats are ſtill very to pl) 
numerous and troubleſome. fail v 

The moſt delicious repaſts they found in this the ſ 
iſland were afforded by the fiſh, with which year 
the bay was plentifully ſtored. There they | Glouc 
found cod of a prodigious ſize, cavaliers, gro- her | 
pers, large breams, maids, congers ot a pecu. aſſiſta 
har kind ; and what was moit eſteemed, a vege 
black fiſh that in ſhape reſembled a carp, and were 
which ſome called a chimney-ſweeper ; theſe ' in a 
fiſh were ſo plentiful that a boat with two or they 
three hooks and lines ſometimes returned comy 
loaded with fiſh in two or three hours time, pable 
They, however, were frequently interrupted their 
by great numbers of dog-fiſh and large ſharks, | able 
which attended the boats and prevented their to ea 
ſport. There were here alſo the ſea-cray- little 
fiſh, which commonly. weighed eight or nine they 
pounds; theſe were of a moſt excellent the 
taſte, and were in prodigious numbers near the = winc 
water's edge. DG it in 


ö 
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| 
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After their being ſome time in the iſland, day 
and ſeeing no other ſhips appear, the Commo- chan 
dore began to be under apprehenſions, that wine 
they were loſt, and to deſpair of ever ſeeing | ſent 
them again; but on the 21ſt of June, ſome of | of v 


the men, from an eminence on ſhore, diſcern- | the 
ed a ſhip to the leeward that had no fail abroad | nece 
except her courſes and main- top-ſail; but ſoon ſent 
after the weather growing thick and hazy, the | firer 
diſappeared for ſome days, when it was feared | the 
ſhe had loſt ſight of the iſland, and that her crew | tali: 
were ſo weakened by fickneſs as to be unable | _ 

to 


PR 
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to ply to windward. However, on the 26th a 
fail was again ſeen, which was thought to be 
the ſame ſhip, and ſoon after 1 1 ſo 
near that they could diſtinguiſh her to be the 
Glouceſter. The Commodore not doubting 
her being in diſtreſs, ordered his boat to her 
aſſiſtance, laden with freſh water, fiſh, and 
vegetables. The Commodore's apprehenſions 
were but too well founded ; never was a crew 
in a more diſtrefſed ſituation; already had 
they thrown over-board two thirds of their 
complement, and ſcarce any were left alive ca- 
pable of doing duty, except the officers and 
their ſervants ; their allowance for a conſider- 
able time had been only a pint of freſh water 
to each man for 24 hours, and yet they had ſo 
little left, that had it not been for this ſupply, 
they muſt ſoon have have died of thirſt. Tho' 
the ſhip was within three miles of the bay, the 
winds and currents being contrary, ſhe found 
it impoſſible to reach it. She however the next 
day continued in the offing, but having no 
chance of coming to an anchor, —. the 
wind and current ſhifted, the Commodore 
ſent the Tryal's boat, with a further ſupply 
of water and other refreſhments. Mr. Mitchel, 
the Captain of the Glouceſter, was under the 
neceflity of detaining both this boat and that 
ſent the preceeding day; for he had no longer 
ſtrength ſufficient to navigate the ſhip without 
the help of their crews. In this dreadful tan- 
talizing ſituation, the Glouceſter continued for 
near a fortnight, without being able to fetch 
the road, though frequently attempting it, and 
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ſometimes ſeeming as if ſhe would gain it. 
But on the gth of July ſhe was . 
ing away at a conſiderable diſtance to the eaft. 
ward, which it was ſuppoſed was with a de. 
fign to get to the ſouthward of the iſland ; buy 
as they ſoon loſt fight of her, and ſhe did 
not appear for near a week, they were d 
ly concerned, being ſenſible that ſhe muſt 
again in dreadful diſtreſs for want of water, 
However, after watching for her with great 
impatience, ſhe was again diſcovered on the 
16th, endeavouring to come round the eaſtern 
point of the iſland ; but the wind ftill blow- 
ing directly from the bay hindered her from 
—_ nearer than within four leagues of the 
and, when Captain Mircbel making fignals of 
diſtreſs, the long-boat was ſent to him with 


plenty of water and other refreſhments ; and 


that boat being not to be ſpared, the Commyg- 
dore gave the Cockſwain poſitive orders to re- 
turn immediately ; but the next day the wea- 
ther being ſtormy, and the boat not appearings 
it was apprehended that ſhe was loſt, whi 

would have been an irretrievable misfor- 
tune to all on ſhore; but from this anxiety 
they were the third day after relieved by the 
Joyful fight of the long-boat, on which the 
cutter was immediately ſent to her affiſtance, 
who in a few hours towed her into the har- 
bour. It was now found that the crew of the 
long-boat had taken in fix of the Gloucefter's 
fick men, to bring them on ſhore ; but two 
of them had died in the boat. The Commo- 


dore was informed that OE 
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a man in health on board, except 
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ſcarce 
he wr fo her ; that numbers of the fick died 


daily, and that had it not been for the re- 
freſhments he had ſent, both the healthy and 


the diſeaſed muſt have periſhed. Theie cala- 
mities were the more terrifying, as they ſeem- 
ed without remedy, for this diſtreſſed veſſel 
had already ſpent a month in endeavouring to 
fetch the bay, and was now no farther ad- 
vanced than at the firſt moment ſhe made the 
iſland, and the people on board had loſt all 
their hopes of ever ſucceeding in it, from the 
many experiments they had made of its diffi- 
culty. But alas! the ſame day her ſituation 
became more deſperate than ever; for after 
the had received the laſt ſupply of refreſh- 
ments, thoſe an ſhore once more loſt ſight of 


ber, and all in general deſpaired of her ever 


coming to an anchor. Thus were the unha 

py people in this veſſel bandied about with- 
in a few leagues of the deſired harbour, while 
the neighbourhood of the place, and the view 
of every thing that could put an end to the 
calamities they laboured under, aggravated 
their diſtreſs ag they were at laſt delivered 
from this moſt dreadful ſituation, when it was 
leaſt expected by thoſe on ſhore, who, after 


loſing fight of her ſeveral days, were agree- 
ably ſurprized on the 23d of July in the morn- 
ing to ſee her with a flowing fail open the 
north-weſt point of the bay, when the Com- 
modore diſpatching all his boats to her aſſiſt- 
ance, ſhe within an hour's time after her be- 

ing 


water, which appeared eſſentially neceſſary to 
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ing firſt perceived, was ſafe at anchor with | 


the Centurion. 


On their coming to an anchor the Commo. 
dore firſt prdered her to be aſſiſted in moor. 
ing, and then had her fick ſent on ſhore. 


She had buried above three fourths of her | 


crew, and the ſick were reduced by their dy- 


ing to leſs than fourſcore, the greateſt part of 


whom it was feared would be loſt ; but whe. 
ther thoſe that were far advanced were all dead, 
or that the greens, the freſh proviſions and 
water ſent on board, had prepared thoſe that 
remained for a ſpeedy recovery, very few of | 


them died on ſhore, and the ſick in general | 
were reſtored to health in a much ſhorter time 
than thoſe of the Centurion had been on their 
firſt landing in the iſland. 

We ſhall now return to the tranſactions on 
ſhore ; during the Gh S many ine ffectuil 
attempts to reach the iſland. Their firſt em- 
ployment, after landing the ſick from the Cer 
turion, and cleanſing the ſhip, was filling the 


their ſecurity, as they had reaſon to apprehend 
that ſuch accidents might intervene as would 
oblige them to leave the iſland at a very ſhort 
warning; for on their firſt landing they dif- 
covered ſome appearances on ſhore, that gave 
them room to believe that ſome Spaniſh crul- 
ſers had but juſt left the iſland at their arr. 
val, and might probably return again, either 
for a recruit of water, or in ſearch of the 


ſquadron ; for the Commodore could not doubt 


n 
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but their ſole buſineſs at ſea was to intercept 


him, and knew that in their opinion this iſland 
was the moit probable place to find him in. 
The ſailors had ſeen on ſhore ſeveral pieces of 
the earthen jars uſed in thoſe ſeas for water 
and other liquids, and theſe ſeemed freſh 
broken. There were many heaps of aſhes, 


and near them fiſh bones, pieces of fiſh, and 


even whole fiſhes ſcattered about, which as 
they were but juſt beginning to decay, was a 
proof that they had not been long out of 
the water, and that ſhips had been there but 
a ſhort time betore their arrival. As the Spa- 


riß merchant-men are inſtructed to avoid the 
* iſland, it was concluded that thoſe who had 


touched here were ſhips of force, and bein 
ignorant what ſtrength might have been fitte 
out at Callao, they could not fail of being 
under ſome concern for their own ſafety, 
while they were in ſo wretched and enfeebled 
a condition. 

While theſe works were carrying on, the 
Commodore ordered a large copper oven to 


be ſet upon ſhore, near the tents of the ſick, 


in which bread was baked every day for the 
ſhip's company, it being thought that new 
bread, added to greens and freſh fiſh, would 
greatly contribute to the ſpeedy recovery of 
the fick. 

In the beginning of July, ſome of the men 
being pretty well recovered, the ſtrongeſt of 
them were ordered to cut down trees and ſplit 
them into billets, while others, who were not 


ſtrong 
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ſtrong enough for this employment undertook 
to carry the billets, by one at a time to the 
water fide. This ſome of them performed 
with the help of crutches, while others ſup. 
ported themſelves with a ſingle ſtick. 

The Commodore then ordered the forge a 
ſhore, and employed the ſmiths, who were 
but juſt able to work, in mending the chain. 

lates, _ all 5 broken and decayed 
iron work. IT n to repair the ri 
ing; but as he tad — —3 to — 
an-yarn, they waited for the arrival of the 
loucefker who had a great quantity of junk 
on board. But that the ſhips might be refitted 
as ſoon as poſſible, a large tent was erected on 
the beach for the ſail- makers, in which they 
were employed in repairing the old fails and 
making new ones. "Theſe, with their atten- 
dance upon the ſick, were their principal em- 
FRO till the Glozcefter's arrival. 
aptain Mztchel on his landing waited on 
the Commodore, and told him, that in his 
laſt abſence, he had been forced by the winds 
as far as Maſa Fuero, a ſmall iſland, about 2: 
lea to the weſt of Juan Fernandes, and 
obſerving ſeveral ftreams he had endeavoured 
to ſend his boat aſhore for water, but the 
wind blew ſo ftrong on the ſhore, and occa- 
fioned ſuch a ſurf, that it was impoſſible to 
land ; but that his people, however, returned 
with a boat loaded with fiſh. Though the 
Aland had been repreſented by former navi- 
gators as a barren rock, Captain Mitebel aſſur- 
ed the Commodore, that it was almoſt — 
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where covered with trees and verdure ; and it 
ing near four miles in length, he thought it 
not improbable but it might have ſome ſmall 
bay that might afford ſufficient ſhelter for any 
1 of refreſhing at that iſland. 
| This deſcription of Ma/a-Fuero gave riſe to 
z conjecture, that as four ſhips of the ſqua- 
dron were miſſing, ſome of them might = 
fibly have fallen in with that iſland, and have 


| en it for the true place of rendezvous ; 
2 conjecture that was the more plauſible, as 
they had no draught of either iſland that could 
be relied on; and therefore the Commodore 
reſolved, as ſoon as the Trya/ ſloop could be 
' fitted for the ſea, to ſend her thither, in or- 
- der to examine all its bays and creeks, to be 
| ſatisfied whether any of the ſhips that were 
miſſing were there or not, and accordingly on 
the 5th of Auguſt ſhe was ſent upon that expe- 
dition. About the middle of Auguſt the Cen- 
turion's men being pretty well recovered, were 
allowed to leave their ſick tents, and to erect 
| ſeparate huts for themſelves, which it was 
thought would render them much cleanlier, 
| and conſequently contribute to the recovery of 
their ſtrength, \& particular orders were at 
the ſame time given, that on the ſhip's firing 
2 gun, they ſhould immediately repair to the 
water fide. 

They were now employed on ſhore in cut- 
ung wood, procuring refreſhments and mak- 
mg, oil from the blubber of the ſea-lions, 
which was uſed for burning in lampe, or when 


mixed with pitch, to pay the ſhip's fides, it 
| Was 
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was alſo worked up with wood-aſhes to fwl - Ev 
ply the uſe of tallow, and there being that t 
Newfoundland fiſhermen in the Centurion, the with 
Commodore ordered them to lay in a lame but 0 
quantity of ſalted cod for fea ſtore. chat! 

It has been already mentioned, that a coppe May, 


oven was ſet up to bake bread for the ſick ; | 
the greateſt part of the flour was on board th ings 
victualler the Anza Pink, and as that veſſel buf a 
fallen in with the Tryal ſloop on the gth « 
May, her arrival at the iſland was daily 

pected ; but hearing no news of her, ſhe 

given over for loſt, and the Commodore order ( 
ed all the ſhips to a ſhort allowance of bread; 2 
but on the 16th of Auguſt a fail was obſerve how 
to the north, upon which the Centurion in ww 
mediately fired a gun to call off the f 


from ſhore, who readily obeyed the ſummonz — | 
by repairing to the beach. Being now pre- ehe 
pared for the reception of this ſhip, whetha} > 

friend or enemy, they had ſeveral opinions 2 in g 
bout her, ſome imagining her to be the 754 bchen 
floop on her return from her cruize, but if brig 
was ſoon obſerved that ſhe had three matt, days 


when ſome conjectured her to he the Seven, 
others the Pearl, and ſeveral thought ſhe did 
not belong to the ſquadron ; but in the after 
noon ſhe was diſcovered to be the viRualler, 
the Anna Pink, and had the good fortune 


come to an anchor in the bay at five in the 

afternoon. Her arrival filled the people wia 
extraordinary joy, and each ſhip's company 
was immediately reſtored to their full allowy I 5 
ance of bread. a U 


Even 
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Every body on ſhore were ſurprized at ſeeing 
that the crew of the Anna pink work'd that veſſel 
with little appearance of debility or diſtreſs ; 
but on her coming to anchor, they were inform'd 
that ſhe had been in harbour ſince the middle of 

, which was neara month before the Centu- 
rien arrived at Juan Fernandes; ſo that the ſuffer- 
of her men fell greatly ſhort of thoſe 
ured by the reſt of the ſquadron. This 
veſſel, on the 16th of May fell in with the land 
in 45 15' ſouth latitude, at the diſtance of 
four leagues. On the firſt ſight of which, the 
Captain ſtood to the ſouthward, but the fore- 
top-ſail ſplitting, and the wind driving the veſſel 
towards the ſhore, the Captain was at laſt ei- 


* ther unable to clear the land, or as others ſaid, 


reſolved to keep the ſea no longer, and there- 
fore ſteered for the coaſt, in order to diſcover 
ſome ſhelter among the many iſtands then in 
fight; and about tour hours after dropped an- 
chor off the iſland of Inchin, but neither be- 
ing near enough to the ſhore, nor having a ſuf- 
ſicient number of hands to veer away the cable 
briſkly, they ſtill continued driving for two 
days, till they came within a mile of the land, 
and expedtd every moment to be forced on 
ſhore, at a place where the coaſt was fo very 
high and ficep, that they had not the lcaft 
proſpect of ſaving either the ſhip or cargo, 
and as their boats were leaky, and there was 


no appearance of a landing place, the whole 


crew, which conſiſted of fixteen men and boys, 
gave themſelves over for loſt, imagining, that 
if by any extraordinary accident, any of them 

Vor. VII. F mould 
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ſhould get on ſhore, they would probably be 
maſſacred by the ſavages. Under theſe term. 
fying apprehenſions they drove nearer and 
nearer to the rocks which formed the ſhore 
but when the crew expected every moment 
INS AO nh _ 25 a {mall 
opening 1n land, and inſtan i 
— * two anchors, ſteered for it, — 
and found it to be a ſmall channel betwixt 
an iſland and the continent, that led them into 
a moſt excelient harbour, which ſecured them 
againſt all weathers. The horrors of ſhi 
wreck, and immediate death, inftantly vani 
ed, and gave place to the joyous ideas of ſe- 
curity, repoſe, and refreſhment. 

In this harbour, thus providentially diſcover. | 
ed, the Pink came to an anchor, in 25 fathom 
water, with only a hawſer and a ſmall anchor 
of zoo weight. Here her people, many & 
whom were ill of the ſcurvy, were ha 
| ſoon reſtored to perfect health, by the 
proviſions, and the excellent water with which 
the adjacent ſhore abounded. The principd 
refreſhments they met with were greens, © 
nettle-tops and cellery, which they devoured 
with greedineſs ; great plenty of geeſe, ſhagy, 
and penguins, with cockles and muſſels of at 
extraordinary fize, and delicious flavour, 
Though it was the depth of winter, the cl 
mate was not remarkably rigorous, nor wen | 


the trees, or the face of the country deſtitute 
of verdure. Notwithſtanding the tales of the 
Spaniſh hiſtorians, in relation to the barbanty 
of the inhabitants on 6 
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bers were not ſufficient to give the leaſt jealouſy 
to a ſhip of ordinary force, and they appear- 
ed to be neither of a miſchievous nor mercileſs 
diſpoſition. The excurſions of the crew, were 
however generally confined to a tract of land 
that ſurrounded the port, where they were ne- 
yer out of view of the ſhip ; indeed the coun- 
try in the neighbourhood, was ſo covered with 
wood, and traverſed with mountains, that it 
impraQticable to penetrate it. 

All the time they continued there, ſaw 
but one Indian family, which entered the har- 
bour in a periagua, about a month after their 
arrival. This family conſiſted of an Indian of 
near 40 years of age, his wife, and two child- 
ren, one three old, and the other ſtill at 
the breaſt. They ſeemed to have all their pro- 
perty with them, which was a dog and cat, 
a cradle, a fiſhing-net, a hatcher, a knife, 


, ſome bark of trees intended for the coverin 


hut, a reel and ſome worſted, a flint an 

ſteel, and a few roots of a yellow colcur, and 
very diſagreeable taſte, which ſerved them for 
bread. As ſoon as the maſter of the Pink per- 
ceived them, he ſent his yawl, who brought 
them on board, and being apprehenſive of 
their diſcovering him, if they were ſuffered to 
go away, he took, as he imagined, proper pre- 
cautions for ſecuring them, — without any 
mixture of violence or ill uſage, for in the day- 
ume, they were allowed to go where they 
pleaſed about the ſhip, though at night they 
were locked up in. the fore-caftle. As they 


had the ſame FR as the reſt of the crew, 
| 2 


and 
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and were often indulged with brandy, of which 
they ſeemed extremely fond, they did not at 
firſt ſeem diſſatisſied with their ſituation ; for 
the maſter, when he went a ſhooting, took the 
Indian on ſhore, who always ſeemed preatly 
delighted when the maſter killed his game, 
and indeed all the crew treated them with 
great humanity. It was however ſoon per. 
ceived, that though the woman continued 
chearful and eaſy, the man grew penſive and 
and reſtleſs at his confinement. He appeared 


to be a perſon of good natural parts, and 


though unable to converſe with the people af 


the Pink, otherwiſe than by ſigns, was very 
curious and inquiſitive, and ſhewed 


dexterity in making himſelf underſtood. 
But the moſt remarkable proof of his ſaga- 
city was the manner of his eſcape ; for af-| 


ter being eight days on board the Pint, the 
ſcuttle of the forecaſtle, where he and his fs 
mily were every night locked up, happened v 
be unnailed; and the following niche bag 
very dark and ſtormy, he conveyed his wi 

and children through the unnailed ſcuttle, and 
then over the ſhip's fide into the yawl, and 1 
prevent being purſued, cut away the long-boat, 
and his own periagua, which were towing # 
ſtern, and — rowed a- ſnore. All 
this he conducted with ſuch ſecrecy and dil- 
hgence, that though there was a watch on the 
quarter-deck with loaded arms, he was not di 
covered till the noiſe of his oars in the water, 
after he had put off from the ſhip, gave them 
notice of his eſcape, and then it was too — 
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either to prevent or purſue him. The [ndtan, 
beſides the recovery of his liberty, was in ſome 


degree revenged on thoſe who had confined 


him, both by the perplexity they were involv- 
ed in about getting their boats, which were all 
a-drift, and by the terror into which he threw 
them at his departure ; for on the firſt alarm 
of the watch, who cried, ** The Indians,” the 
whole ſhip's crew were in the utmoſt confu- 
fion, and imagined they were boarded by a 
fleet of armed periaguas. The ſagacity and 
reſolution ſhewn by the Indian upon this oc- 
caſion were much admircd by his late maſters, 
who did ſo much juſtice to his merit, as to own 
that it was a moſt | gy enterprize ; and as 
it was ſuppoſed by ſome that he was concealed 
in the woods in the neighbourhood of the port, 
where it was feared that he might ſuffer for 
want of proviſions, they eaſily prevailed upon 
the maſter, to leave a quantity of ſuch food 
as they thought he moſt liked, in a particular 
place, where they imagined he would moſt 
probably find it. A piece of humanity which 
ſeemed to have anſwered the purpoſe, for on 
going to the place ſome time after, they found 
their proviſion gone, and in a manner that 
made them conclude he had taken it. 

The crew of the Pink being now refreſhed, 
and recovered of the ſcurvy, after having taken 
in a ſufficient quantity of wood and water, 
put to ſea a few days after the [ndian's eſcape, 
and had an agreeable paſſage to the rendezvous 
at Juan Fernandes. 
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CHAP. IV. 


A ſhort Narrative of the bys of the Wager, thy 
mutiny of her Crew, and the diftreſſes it n. 
duced. The concluſion of the proceedings a 
Juan Fernandes; and the Hiſtory of the 8 
niſh Squadron under the command of Don 
ſeph Pizarro. 


A the Anna Pink had joined the Commo- 
dor at Juan Fernandes, there were now 
only three ſhips miſſing, the Severn, the Pearl, 

the Wager fore-thip. The two firſt of 
which p company off Cape Noir, and 
back to the Brafils ; therefore the only ſhi 
mĩſſing that went into the South-Seas was the 


Wager. This ftore-ſhip had on board fone} 


cohorn mortars, a few held pieces mounted for 
land ſervice, pioneer's tools for the operation 
on ſhore, with ſeveral kinds of artillery ftores; 
and as the enterprize againſt Ba/divia had been 
reſolved on for the firſt undertaking of the 
ſquadron, Captain Cheap, the Commander of 
the Wager, was very defirous that theſe ms 


terials might be ready before Baldi via, that i 


r 


w. 


— 


the ſquadron ſhould rendezvous there, he 
might not be charged with any delay or di 
appointment. 'This was his determined 
lation when he made land on the 14th of Maj 
in about 47 degrees of ſouth latitude, hene 
erting himſelf to get clear, he had the misfor 


Jack 


ing 4 
crew 


Round rh WORLD. 55 


tane to fall down the after-ladder, and diſlo- 
cated his ſhoulder. This unhappy accident 
rendered him incapable of acting, when the 
crew not taking proper care, the Mager ſtruck 
on a ſunken rock, and having ſoon after bil- 
„grounded between two ſmall iſlands. 
confuſion produced by this accident was 
inconceivably heightened by the rebellious diſ- 
jon of the crew, who imagining that the 

E the ſhip deſtroyed the captain's fu. 
periority, and put them all on an equal foot- 
ing, fell to pillaging the ps arming them- 
ſelves with the firſt weapons that came to hand, 
and threatning to murder all who fhould op- 
pole them. This frenzy was 2 
the liquors they had found on board, with 
with which ſome of them got ſo extremely 
drunk, that falling down between decks, 
they were drowned in the water which flow- 
ed into the wreck. The Captain, after hav- 
ing uſed his utmoſt endeavours to get the whole 
crew on ſhore, was, at laſt, obliged to leave 
the mutineers, and to follow his officers, with 
ſuch as ſubmitted to his authority; after 
which he ſent back the boats to 2 thoſe 
who had ſtaid behind, to have ſome regard to 
their own preſervation ; but this was without 
ſucceſs. However, the next day proving very 
ſtormy, and the ſhip being in danger of part- 
ing, they were ſeized with the fear of periſh- 
ing, and wanted to get on land ; but the boats 
not appearing to fetch them off ſo ſoon as they 
they were filled with fo — 
able 
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able a frenzy as to point a four pounder again 
the hut where by knew the Captain dwelt, 
and fired two ſhot which did but juſt pak 
over it, and ſo mutinous was their diſpok. 
tion when they landed, that notwithſtandi 
their being on a deſolate coaſt where { 

any other proviſions could be obtained, there 
was no poſſibility of making them huſband 
ſuch as were ſaved out of the wreck ; for then 
was nothing but frauds, concealments, and 
thefts, which animated each man againſt hi 
1 and produced infinite feuds and con- 
telts. 

The Captain differing in opinion from almoſt 
all his people on the meaſures to be purſued in | 
the preſent exigency, was another ſource 
heart-burnings and diſputes: for Mr. Chea | 
was reſolved, if poſſible, to fit up the boats in 
the beſt manner he could, and to proceed with 
them to the northward, fince having above one 
hundred men in health, and ſome fire-arms | 
and ammunition, which had been taken from | 
the wreck, he did not doubt his being able to 
maſter any Spaniſh veſſel he ſhould find in thoſe 
ſeas, and 3 to meet with one in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chilce or Baldivia, he reſolved 
when he had taken her, to proceed to the ren- 
dezvous at Juan Fernandes, and he further in- 
ſiſted, that ſhould they even light on no prize, 
yet the boats alone would eaſily carry them 
thither. But this ſcheme was not at all reliſhed 
by the generality of his people, who could not 
think of proſecuting an enterprize that had 
hitherto proved ſo diſaſtrous, It was . 


— * li... tte 
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the common reſolution to lengthen the long- 
boat, and with that and the other boats to 
ſteer to the ſouthward, and paſſing the ſtreights 
of Magellan to endeavour to gain the coaſt of 
Brafdl, where they did not doubt their being 
well received, and procuring a paſſage to Great 
Britain. Though this project muſt at firſt 
fight appear infinitely more hazardous and te- 
dious than that propoſed by the Captain, yet 
as it had the air of returning home, that cir- 
cumſtance alone rendered them inattentive to 
all its inconveniences, and made them adhere 
to ĩt with unconquerable obſtinacy ; ſo that the 
Captain himſelf.norwithfianding be could never 
change his opinion, was obliged to give way to 
the torrent, and to ſeem to acquieſce in this re- 
folution, while he ſecretly endeavoured to oppoſe 
it, and in particular he contrived that the — 
boat ſhould be lengthened to ſuch a ſize as 
— ſerve to carry them to Juan Fernandes, 
and yet appear incapable of ſo long a voyage 
as that to the coaſt of Braſl. The Captain 
had at firſt much imbittered the people againſt 
him, by a ſteady oppoſition to this favourite 
ſcheme, and greatly increaſed their reſentment 
againſt him by the following unhappy accident. 
One Couſins a Midſhip-man who had appeared 
the foremoſt in all the refractory proceedings 
of the crew, had quarrelled with moſt of the 


officers, who had adhered to the Captain's au- 
thority, and had even treated the Captain him- 
ſelf with abuſe and inſolence, and at length 
his turbulence and brutality growing daily 
more intollerable, it was not doubted, 2 

thax 


teen days after. 


fins as a reaſon for depriving him of his com 
England to be tried for murder. They accord 
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that ſome violent meaſures were in agitation, 
in which he was to be the ringleader, and then 
fore the Captain and thoſe about him con 
kept on their guard. One day the Purſer, by 
the Captain's order, ſtopping the allowance 
a fellow who would not work, Confer inter 
meddled in the affair, and groſsly inſulted the 
Purſer, who was delivering out the proviſiom 
juſt by the Captain's tent, and was hamfelf 
ſufficiently violent. The Purſer being enragal 
at his ſcurrility, and perhaps piqued 2 forme 
quarrels, cried out, A 32 adding the doy 
« has piſtols,” and then raſhly fired a piſtol x 
Couſins. The Captain on this outcry and the 
report of the piſtol inſtantly ruſhed out of hi 
tent, and having no doubt but that it way fire 
by Confins, — ſhot him in the head 
and though he did not kill him on the — 
the wound proving mortal, he died about 


LLF 


ht 


Though this incident exaſperated the 
ble, — ſtruck them with awe, and — 
them more ſubmiſſive to the Captain's auth 
rity; but when they had nearly completed the 
long boat, and were preparing to put to fea 
his privately traverſing their project of p- 
ceeding through the ſtreights of Magellan, and 
the fear of his at length engaging a party ſub 
ficient to ruin their favourite ſcheme, made 
them reſolve to make uſe of the death of C 
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kim, they were juſt ready to put to ſea, they left 


and the few who choſe to tollow his fortune, 
with no other veſſel but the yawl, to which the 
was afterwards added, by the people on 
board her being prevailed on to return back. 
When the Wager was wrecked, there were near 
130-perſons on „about 30 of whom died 
during their ſta, and 80 went off in the long- 
boat and cutter to the ſouthward, ſo that after 
their de , there remained with the Cap- 
tain only 19 perſons ; which were however as 
many as the barge and yawl could well carry. 
It was five months after this ſhipwreck that 
the long-boat weighed and ſtood to the ſouth- 
ward, giving the Captain, who with Lieutenant 
Hamilton of the land- forces, and the ſurgeon, 
were then on the 8 at their 
departure. They had on to repent 
their having engaged in this raſh — 
enterpriſe; for the veſſel was ſcarcely to 
contain the number that firſt put to ſea, and 
their ſtock of proviſions being only what they 
had ſaved out of the ſhip, was extremely ſlen- 
der, the cutter, the only boat they had with 
them, ſoon broke away from the ſtern, and 
was ſtaved to pieces, ſo that when their pro- 
viſions and water failed, they had frequently no 
means of reaching the ſhore to obtain a 
fopply. The — — they endured were as 
great as Can be imagined, they left about 20 
their people on ſhore at the different places 
touched at ; but a greater number periſhed 
hunger during the courſe of this tedious 
ſo that only zo out of the 80 who en- 
gaged 
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ed in the enterpriſe, were ſo happy as to 
— it, and theſe arrived at Ris Grands 2 
on the coaſt of Braſil, on the 2gth of January | ;qand 
followin . Th 

The Captain, and thoſe who where left | hoard 
with him, on their being thus abandoned, pro- | (ed 
poſed to paſs in the barge and yawl to the been 
northward, but unhappily the weather was fo | low 
bad, that it was two months after the depar- | were 
ture of the long-boat before he was able to provi 
put ta ſea. The place where the Wager was | ;yoid 


caſt away was not, as it was at firſt imagined, 
4 ct of the continent, but an iſland at ſome 
diſtance from the main, which afforded no otker py; | 
kind of proviſions but ſhell-fiſh, and a few | yy 
herbs, and as the largeſt part of what they had | men 
taken from the ſhip was carried off in the long · hurge 
boat; the Captain and his people were fre. comp 
quently in want of food, for their reſolving to. ners 
preſerve what little ſea proviſions remained for withft 
their voyage. do pu 

It is to be lamented, that the I ager's we v 
ple had no idea that the Auna pink, was for 2 till ha 
conſiderable time, while they were on ſhore | doubl 
near them, for ſhe was at moſt not above 30 cape 
leagues diſtant, and came into their neighbour- gf the 
hood about the very time in which the Wage | refoly, 
was loſt ; and being a fine roomy ſhip, might they a 
eaſily have taken them all on board, and havecar- 
ried them to Juan Farnandes. Indeed Mr. Wat 
ter ſuſpects that ſhe was much nearer than what 
is here eſtimated ; for ſeveral perſons belong- 
ing to the Mager, at different times, heard | 
report of a cannon, which he imagines co} 
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de no other than the evening gun fired by the 
Ama Pink, eſpecially as that heard at Iager's 
iſland was about the ſame time of the day. 
The Captain and his people embarked on 
board the barge and yawl, in order to pro- 
ceed to the northward ; but they had ſcarcely 
been an hour at ſea, when the winds began to 
blow ſo hard, and the ſea ran fo high, that they 
were obliged to throw overboard moſt of the 
proviſions they had ſaved from the wreck, to 
avoid immediate deſtruction. However, they 
perſiſted in their deſign, and put to ſhore as 
often as they could in ſearch of ſubſiſtance. 
But unhappily, about a fortnight after, the 
yawl ſunk as ſhe lay at anchor, with one of the 
men on board, who was drowned, when the 
barge, not having room ſufficient for the whole 
company, they were obliged to leave four ma- 
riners behind them on a deſolate ſhore. Not- 
withſtanding theſe diſaſters, they ſtill continued 
to puſh to the northward, though delayed by 
the winds and their ſearch after proviſions, 
till having made three unſucceſsful attempts to 
double a head-land, which they ſuppoſed to be 
cape Tres Montes ; they thought the difficulties 
of the paſſage inſurmountable, and unanimouſly 
reſolved to return to Wager's iſland, where 
they arrived about the middle of February, al- 
molt periſhed with fatigue and hunger. How- 
ever, on their return to the iſland, they un- 
expectedly met with a ſeaſonable relief, by 
finding ſeveral pieces of beef, which had been 
waſhed out of the wreck, and ſtill ſwam upon 
the water; and ſoon after two canoes of Ja- 
Voz. VII. S dion; 
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Lan landed; on board one of them was a na- 
tive of Chile, who ſpoke a little Spaniſh, and 
was induced by Mr. Elliot, the ſurgeon, who 
underſtood that 4 to carry Captain 
Cheap, and his people to Chile, in conſidera- 
tion of which he was to have the barge, and 
all that belonged to her. 

Accordingly on the 6th of March, eleven per- 
ſons, to which the company were now reduced, 


embarked on board the barge, but after a few | 


days voyage, fix of them, together with an 
Indian, went off in this little veſſel, while the 
Captain was on ſhore with Mr. Hamilton, Lieu- 
tenant of the marines, Mr. Elliot, the ſurgeon, 
and the Hon. Mr. Byron, and Mr. Campbell, 


Midſhipmen. Theſe were thus left on a de- 


ſolate coaſt, without proviſions, or the means 
of procuring any, for their arms, ammunition, 
and every fiele convenience, of which they 
were maſters, were carried off in the barge. 
They were now in dreadful diſtreſs, and in 
their own opinion, in a more miſerable ſitua- 
tion, than any they had yet known ; but when 
they had revolved in their minds, the various 
circumſtances of this unexpected calamity, and 


- — d — — — - 


were perſuaded that they had not the leat | 


proſpect of relief, they perceived a canoe at a 
diſtance, which proved to be that of the In- 


dian, who had undertaken to carry them to 


Chile, he and his family being on board. This 


honeſt Indian had a little before left Captain 


Cheap and his people, to go a fiſhing, and had 
committed them to the — of — ocher In- 


dian, whom the ſailors had carried hos 4 
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the barge. When he firſt miſſed the barge and 
his companion, he was with difficulty perſuad- 
ed that the other [ndian was not murdered, 
but being at laſt ſatisfied with the account that 
was given him, he undertook to carry them 
to the Spaniſh ſettlements, and to ſupp! them 
with proviſions all the way, for w pur- 
poſe, he got together many of his neighbours 
in other canoes, with whom the Captain em- 
barked, with his four companions, in the mid- 
dle of March, and at laſt arrived in the begin- 
ning of June at the iſland of Chile; but Mr. 
Ellet died in the paſſage, and the reſt were in 
ſach an ill ſtate of health from their diſtreſſes 
and fatigues, that they were with difficulty re- 
covered by the Spaniards, who treated them 
with great humanity. After ſome ſtay at Chile, 
they were ſent to Yalparai/o, and thence to S. 
Jago, where having continued above a year, 
Captain Cheap, and Lieutenant Hamilton were 
upon the news of a cartel being ſettled with 
Spain, permitted to return to E on 
a French ſhip ;* but Mr. Campbell, who had 
changed his religion, while at St. Jago, choſe 
to go to Buencs Ayres with Pizarro, and his of- 
ficers, with whom he afterwards went to Spain, 
and from thence returned to England. 

To return from this digreſſion. The Tryal 
ſloop that had been ſent to the iſland of Ma/a- 
Fuero, returned to Juan Fernandes, about a week 


after the arrival of the Auna pink, having ſail- 


ed round the iſland, without ſeeing any of 


the ſhips that were miſſing. This iſland, which 


the Spaniards ſtile the leſſer Juan Fernandes, is a 
G 2 much 
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much larger and better ſpot than has been 


nerally repreſented, former writers havin 
deſcribed it as a ſmall barren rock deſtitute of 
wood and water, and entirely inacceſſible ; 
but it was found covered with trees, and with 
ſeveral fine falls of water pouring down its 
ſides into the ſea. It had alſo on the north 
fide a place where a ſhip might come to an- 
chor, but it would have been "_ to all 
the winds, except the ſouth. It abounds with 
ſea-lions and ſeals, and particularly with goats, 
who not being uſed to ho diſturbed, were un- 
apprehenſive of danger, till they had been 
frequently fired at ; and as the Spaniard: have 
not thought the iſland conſiderable enough to 
be frequented by their enemies, they have not 
deſtroyed the proviſions upon it by ſetting dogs 
on the ſhore. 

Upon unloading the Auna pink, which took 
up the latter part of the month of Auguff, 
the Commodore had the mortification to find 
that great part of the proviſions were ſpoil- 
ed by the ſea water, and that veſſel being ſur- 
veyed by the carpenters, was judged unfit for 
ſervice ; therefore, upon a petition from Mr. 
Gerard her Maſter, to Mr. An/on, in behalf of 
her owners, he purchaſed her with all her fur- 
niture for 300 /. and her crew, together with 
the Maſter were ſent on board the Glouceſter. 
When all the remaining crews, now to be di- 


{tributed among the three ſhips, amounted to 
no more than 335 men and boys, which was 
far from being ſufficient for manning the Cen- 


as | 


turion alone, 
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As the ſeaſon for navigating theſe ſeas, 
drew near, they exerted themſelves in getting 
the ſhips ready. On the 8th of September about 
11 in the morning, they diſcovered a fail, 
which approached towards the iſland, and gave 
the Commodore hopes that ſhe was one of his 
ſquadron ; but upon her ſtcering afterwards 
to the eaſtward, it was concluded that ſhe 
muſt be a Spaniard, when the Centurion being 
in the greateſt forwardneſs made after her, 
as faſt as poſſible ; but the night coming on, 
they loſt ſight of her, and the next morning, 
though it was extremely clear, had the mor- 
tification to find, that ſhe could not be diſco- 
rered from the maſt head. However, they 
reſolved not to give up the ſearch, but hav- 
ing continued cruizing all that day and the 
next, they reſolved to return to Juan Fernan- 
des, But, on the 12th, about three in 
the morning, a briſk gale ſpringing up at 


ſouth-weſt, obliged them to lie upon a north- 


weſt tack, which brought them, at break of 
day within fight of a ſail, at about ſive leagues 
diſtance, but not the ſame they had ſeen be- 
fore. The crew of the Centurion immediately 
crouded all their ſails. She at firſt bore down 
upon them, ſhewing Spar colours, and made a 


| 4ignal as to her conſort, but obſerving that her 


lignal was not anſwered, inſtantly ſtood to the 
ſouthward. As ſhe appeared to be a large 
ſhip, that had miſtaken the Centurion for her 


| Conſort, ſhe was ſuppoſed to be 2 man of war 
of Pixxaro's ſquadron, which induced the Com- 
nodore to order all the officer's cabbins to be 


G 3 knocked 
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knocked down and thrown overboard, with 
ſeveral caſks of water, and proviſions that ſtood 
between the guns, but upon a nearer approach 
the ap d to be a merchant-man without 2 
ſingle tire of guns, and ſurrendered at the fire 
of only four ſhot. Mr. Saumerez the Commo- 
dore's firſt Lieutenant was ordered to take 

ſeſſion of the prize, and to fend the officers 
and paſſengers, and afterwards all the other 
priſoners on board the Centurion. This ſhip 
was called Nueftra Senora del Mante Carmelo, and 


her cargo conſiſted chiefly of ſugar, great quan- 
tities of cloth, ſome cotton and tobacco ; but 


what was more valuable than all the reſt, 
was ſome trunks of wrought plate, and 23 ſe- 


rons of dollars, each weighing upwards of 


200 pounds averdupois; the was 450 ton bur- 
den, and was bound to the port of Yalparai/s, 
in the kingdom of ChiF. 


From the information of the priſoners on | 
board, and the letters and papers which fell | 


into the Commodore's hands, on the taking 


of this ſhip, they learned with certainty the 


force and deſtination of Admiral Pizzard's 
ſquadron, which cruized off the Madeiras at 
therr arrival there, and aftcrwards chaced the 
Pear! in her paſſage to Sr. Julian, with the 
fate of that ſquadron, the particulars of which 
were very remarkable, and arg as follows: 
The ſquadron under the command of Don 
Foleph Piaxaro was compoſed of the {ſia of 
66 guns, and 700 men, which was the Admi- 


ral's ſhip, the Guipuſtoa of 74 guns and 700 | 
men, the Hermit of 54 guns and 500 men, | 
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run 


and ſtood to the weſtward, in order to double 
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the Eſperanza of 50 guns and 450 men, the 
St, Eftevan of 40 guns and 350 men, and the 
Patache of 20 guns. Beſides their full com- 
iment of ſailors and marines they had on 
an old Spaniſh regiment of foot to rein- 
force the garriſons in the Seatb-Seas. This 
fleet failed from Spain with only four months 
ions on board, having cruized for ſome 

ys to the leeward of the Madeiras, ſteered 
for the River of Plate,, where they arrived in 
Jaruary, and caſt anchor in the bay of Mal- 
dinado, at the mouth of that river. P:zzare 
immediately ſent to Buenos- Ayres for a ſupply 
of proviſions ; but receiving intelligence from 
the Portugueſe Governor of St. Catherine's of 
Mr. Ar/er's arrival at that iſland on the 21ſt 
of December preceding, and of his preparing 
to put to ſea again, Pixxaro reſolved to get 
round Cape Horn ; he weighed anchor with the 
whole fleet except the Patache, and got under 
fail without ſtaying for his proviſions, which 
however arrived at Maldonado a day or two 
after his departure. To encourage the men, 
many advantages were offered them to enable 
them to ſupport the difficulties and fatigues of 
that hazardous undertaking. But notwith- 
ſanding this precipitate departure, the Engliſh 
flect put to fea four days before him, and in 
this run the Pear! being ſeparated from the 
tet, fell in with P:izzare's fleet, and narrow- 
ly etcaped being taken. 

At the latter end of February, Pizzaro with 
his ſquadron had run the length of Cape Horn, 
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riſhed except 60 men. In 
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it; but in the night of the laſt day of that 
month, old ſtile, the Guipu/coa, the Hermione, 
and the Efperanza, were ſeparated from the 
Admiral; fix Days after the Guipu/coa was fe. 
parated from the other two, and on the th a 
furious ſtorm drove the whole ſquadron to the 
eaſtward. 'The calamities they now ſuffered 
are almoſt incredible, for beſides their fatigues, 
and the diftreſſes owing to the leakineſs of their 
ſhips, the famine was ſo t that a ſingle rat 
on board the Aa fold for four do lars, and 2 
ſailor who died on board, had his death con- 
cealed for ſome days by his brother who lay 
in the ſame hammock with the corps, only to 
receive the dead man's allowance of proviſions : 


While a conſpiracy was ſet on foot by the 
marines, to murder all the officers, and the 


whole crew, from no other motive, than the 
deſire of relieving their hunger by appro- 
priating the ſhip's proviſions to themſelves : 
But the bloody deſign was prevented, when 
juſt upon the point of execution, by means 
of their confeſſors, and three of the ring- 
leaders were put to death. But though the 
conſpiracy was ſurpreſſed, their calamities grew 
more and more deſtruQtive, ſo that by fa- 
tigue, ſickneſs and hunger, the Aid arrived 
at Monte Vedis in the river Plate, with only half 
her crew. The S:. Eftevan had alſo loſt half 
her hands, when ſhe anchored in the bay of 
Barragan, and the Eſperanza, a 50 gun ſhip, 
who brought 450 hands from Spain, had only 


58 alive, and the whole regiment of foot pe- 


ort, the Hermione 
was 


| Catherine's. 
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and fatigue, got ſafe on ſhore. 
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was ſuppoſed to founder at ſea, for ſhe was 
never heard of more; and the Cuipuſcca, was 
wn aſhore and ſunk on the coaſt of Braſil. 
This laſt ſhip had on the 4th of April loſt 250 
men by hunger and fatigue, and though the 
reſſel was extremely ſhattered, and letin great 
quantities of water, thoſe who were capable of 
working at the pumps, at which every officer 
without exception took his turn, were allowed 
only an ounce and a half of biſcuit a day, and 
thoſe who were too ſick to perform this necel- 
labour, had no more than an ounce of 
wheat, ſo that the men frequently fell down 
dead at the pumps. The ſhip having loſt her 
maſts, the butt ends of her planks being ſtarted, 
her bolts drawn, her ſeams all open, and only 
t together by ſix turns of cable rope, was 
drove like a wreck till the 24th of April, when 
they made the coaſt of = and caſt anchor 
10 leagues to the ſouthward of the iſland of Sz. 
The Captain being defirous of 
promeng to that iſland in order to ſave the 
ull of the ſhip with the ſtores on board. But 
the crew being enraged at the hardſhips they 
had ſuffered, and the numbers they had loſt, 
there being at that time no leſs than 30 dead 
bodies lying on the deck, they all unanimouſly 
cned on ſhore, on ſhore, and obliged the Captain 
to run the ſhip in directly for the land, where 
the fifth day after ſhe ſunk with all her ſtores on 
board, but the remainder of the crew to the 
number of 400, who had ſurvived their hunger 
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Pizarro being in great want of all kinds 
naval ſtores to fit up the three diſabled ſhi 
the poor remains of his ſquadron, and not 
ing able to procure a ſupply from any of the 
neighbouring ſettlements, diſpatched an advice. 
boat with a letter of credit to purchaſe wha 
was wanting from the Pcrtugueſe at Rio Janein 
and ſent an expreſs acroſs the continent to &. 
Jas" in Chili, to be thence forwarded to th: 

iceroy of Peru, A” him of the diſaſter, 
his ſquadron had ſuffered, and defiring a re 
mittance of 200,c00 dollars from the 

cheſt at L:ma, to put him in a condition to at- 
| tempt the paſſage to the Sourh Sea a ſecond 
time, and it is very remarkable that the India 
who undertook to carry this expreſs in the 
depth of winter, when the Cordelleras are efteem- 
ed impaſſable, was only 13 days on his journey 
from — Ayres to St. Jago in Chili, though 
theſe places are 300 Spaniſb leagues diſtant, 
near 40 of which are among the precipices and 
ſnows of the Cordelleras, The Views how- 
ever, would only remit him 100,000, and the 
advice-boat, ſent to Rio Janeiro, though it 
brought back pitch, tar, and cordage, could 
procure him neither maſts nor yards. To add 
to Pizarro's misfortune, a carpenter whom he 
had entruſted with a large ſum of money and 
ſent to cut maſts in the north part of Paraguay, 
married in the country and refuſed to return. 

Notwithſtanding theſe diſappointments, Pi- 
zarro found means to refit the Aſa, and the 
St. Eftevan, and with theſe two ſhips was pre- 
paring to put to ſea the October — 
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arder to attempt the paſſage round Cape Hern 
i ſecond time. But the Sr. Efevar in failin 
lown the river Plate ran on a ſhole, beat o 
her rudder, and received ſuch damage, that 
he was condemned and broke up, and the 
Admiral who had a few months before ſo fine 
a ſquadron, proceed to ſea in the Aa alone. 
But when he was off Cape Horn, he had again 
the mortiſication of being obliged to return by 
lis ſhip's loſing her maſts. 


As the 4/fia had greatly ſuffered by this ſe- - 


cond expedition, the Eſperanza was ordered to 
be refitted, and the command of that ſhip was 
given to Mindinuctta, who had been Captain 
of the Guipu/coa at the time of her being loſt. 
In N 1742, he ſailed from the river 
Plate, and arrived ſafe on the coaſt of Chili, 
where he was met by Pizarro, who paſſed over 
land from Buenos Ayres, but on his arrival there, 
Mincinnetra refuſed to deliver the ſhip up to 
him, infiſting that as he entered the South Seas 
alone, and under no ſuperior, it was not in 
Pizarro's power to reſume the authority he had 
once reſigned, but the Preſident of Chili de- 
claring for Pizarro, Mindinuetta, after an ob- 
ſinate ſtruggle, was obliged to ſubmit. 

It muſt here be obſerved, that Pizarro in the 
expreſs he diſpatched to the Viceroy of Peru 
to obtain the 200,000 dollars, had intimated 
It was 22 that at leaſt a part of the 
Engliſh ſquadron might get into the South Seas, 
but that as he was certain from his own ex- 
perience that it muſt be in a very weak and 
Efcnceleſs condition, he adviſed his excel- 
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lency to ſend what ſhips of war he could get 
together to the ſouthward, where they would 
probably intercept the Exgliſb ſhips ſingly, be. 
fore they could reach any port to obtain re. 
freſhment, in which caſe, he did not doubt, 
but his ſhips of war would obtain an eaſy con- 
queſt. This advice was readily approved by 
the Viceroy of Peru, who having already fitted 
out four ſhips of force from Callas, one of 50 
guns, two of 40 guns, and one of 24 guns, 
which were intended to join P:zarre at his ar- 
rival on the coaſt of Chili, now ſtationed three 
of them off the port of Conception, and one of 
them at the iſland of Juan Fernandes, where 
they continued cruifing for Mr. An/or's ſqua- 
dron, till the 6th of June, when not ſeeing 
any thing of them, and thinking it 1mpoſi ble for 
them to Poop the ſea fo long, they quitted their 
cruize, and returned to Callas; a very re- 
markable circumſtance, whence it appears that 
what the Commodore and the whole crew of 
the Centurion, conſidered as the moſt dreadful 
misfortune, and which actually coſt the lives of 
a great number of men, was the means of their 
preſervation ; for had the Engl; made the 
inland when Mr. A»/on was perſuaded that he 
ſaw it on the 28th of May, and when they 
were in reality very near it, they would doubt- 
leſs have fallen into the hands of the enemy, 
for in the diſtreſſed condition they were then 
in, it would have been impoſſible for them to 
have made any conſiderable effort in their own 
defence ; and both the Tryal, the Glæuceſter and 


Inna pink, who ſeparately reached the iſland 
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might have ſhared the ſame tate, and the Ad- 
miral with all the ſurviving men, have been 
carried priſoners to Callas. At this intelligence 
the people on board the Centurion were no 
longer at a loſs, as to the broken jars, aſhes, 
and fiſh bones, which they had obſerved at 
their firſt landing at WET Feriaudes, ſince theſe 
were doubtleſs lett by the cruifer ſtationed of 
that port. 

But to return to Pizarro, who had not vet 
compleated the ferics ot his misfortunes. In 
1746, he and M:zdruwctic: returned back by 
land from Chi// to Burns Ares, when they 
found the Aa at OMore Vodis, which they had 
left there near three years betore, and refol ved, 
if poſſible, to return with her to Earcpo, They 
refitted her in the beit manner they were able, 
and all their remaining ſailors to be met «ian 
in the ncighbourhood of Buercs Arres not a- 
mounting to 100 men, they ſupplicd the defect, 
by preſſing many of the inhabitants oft that 
city, putting on board all the Aug pritoners 

en in their cuſtody, together with a nu ber 
of Portygac/e ſmugglers, which had been tiken 
at different times, ard tome [das of the 
country, among waom was Og an ei 


* The relaticn of toe inſurreckien F Orellana 
and his fell guers ara, tuen rem fer 
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en con derjed ævitb Orellann, au! : „ id 
circumſtances avere confirmed by others < 32070 Gat 
the ip at the ſums time, is that the tutti, tes 
extraordinary fact cant be dnlied. 
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chief, who belonged to a very powerful tribe 
which had committed great ravages in the 
. of Bucncs Ayret, and ten of his 
followers. With this motley crew, all whom, 
except the Eur opean Staniards, were extremely 
averie to the voyage, P:zarrs ict fail about the 
beginning of Nowenber 1745, and the native 
Spamards being ſenſible of the diſſatis faction of 
the men they had forced on board, treated both 
thoſe, the Eng/i/5 priſoners, and the Indians, 
with great inſolence and barbarity ; but more 
particularly the [ndians, for the Genen othcers 
in the ſhip frequently beat them mc? cruelly 
on the {lighteſt erer and for no other rea- 
jon than to ſhew their ſuperiority, while Ord- 
lana, though to appearance patient under his 
ſufferings, together with his p: -ople, meditated 
a ſevere revenge upon his opp refers. He ſtrove 
to cultivate an intimacy with uch of the Ex- 
li as ſpoke Spaniſb, a language in which he 
was well verſed, and as he Es that they were 
2s much enemies to the Speriards as himſelf, he 
doubtleſs intended to draw them into his ſcheme 
of revenge, to procure their liberty, but ſound- 
ing them at a diſtance, and finding them nct 
ſo ready and vindictive as he expected, he re- 
ſolved to truſt alone to the reſolution of his ten 
faithful followers, and kaving agreed with 
them on the meaſures neceſſary to © b- taken, they 
furniſhed themſelves with Dutch knives, ſharp 
at the point, which being thoſe commoniy uſed 
in the ſhip, they procured without the leaſt 
difficulty. Befides at tl.eir leiſure hours, they 
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of which were on board, and alſo employed 
themſelves in fixing to each end of theſe thongs 
the double-heatted ſliot of the ſmall quarter- 
deck guns. Lhis when ſwung round their 
heads, according to the practice of their coun- 

, was a moſt miſchievous weapon, in the 
uh of which, the [dans about Hacuos Ayrec, 
are very expert, 25 they are trained up to this 
way of fighting irom their infancy. While 
theſe works were carry ing on, the execution of 
their revenge was doubtleſs precipitated by a 
cruel outrage committed on Ore//ana him- 
ſelf; for a very brutal fellow who was one of 
the officers, ordering Orellaua a- loft, which 
was what he was incapable of performing, the 
officer, under the pretence of diſobedience, 
beat him ſo violently that he left him bleeding 
on the deck, where he lay for ſome time, ſtun- 
ned with his wounds and bruiſes. This doubt- 
leſs made him eager and impatient till the 
means of executing his revenge were in his 
power, and a day or two after, he and his fol- 
lowers attempted to put their ſcheme in exe- 
cution. 

Many of the principal officers were on the 
quarter-deck, at about nine in the evening en- 


- Joying the freſhneſs of the night air. The waſte 


of the ſhip was filled with live cattle, and the 
forecaitle was manned with its uſual watch, 
when Orelluna and his companions having pre- 
pared this weapon, and thrown off the more 
cumbrous part of their dreſs, came all toge- 
ther towards the door of the great cabbin. Up- 
on this they were reprimanded by the boat- 

2 {wain, 
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iwain, who ordered them to be gone. O,. 
{:na then ſpolce to his followers in their native 
language, when four of them drew off, two 
to cach gang-wav, and Ore//ana and the fix 
remaining Iudiaus ſeemed to be flowly quitting 
the quarter-deck, initead of whic + Orellana no 
ſooner faw the cang-ways poſſeſſed by his de- 
tacked parties than he ſet up the war cry, a 
found perhaps the mott terrifying that ever 
was heard. Upon which they all drew their 
knives and brandiſhed their couble - headed 
ſhot, to ſucceistully, that they laid near 40 of 
the Spaniards at their feet, above 20 of whom 
were killed on the ſpot, and the reſt diſabled. 
The confuſion which this unexpected attack 
ſpread amonglt the ſhips crew is not to be de- 
{cibed, many of the officers in the beginning 
of the tumult, ruſhed into the great cabbin, 
where they put out the light and barricaded the 
door, while ſome of the others who had avoid- 
ed the fury of the reſolute Indians, endeavour- 
ed to make their eſcape along the gang-ways in- 


to the forecaſtle ; but the Indiaus placed on 


purpole ſtabbed the greateſt part of them, as 
they attempted to paſs by, or forced them of 
the gang-ways into the walte. Some threw 
themſelves over the barricadoes into the waſte, 
.and thought themſelves happy in lying conceal- 
ed amongſt the cattle, but the greateſt part ran 
up the main- ſhrouds, and ſecured themſelves 
either in the tops or rigging. Thus. with an 
intrepidity, perhaps without example, did 
theſe eleven Indians, almoſt in an inſtant, poſlels 
themſelves of the quarter - deck of a ſhip 

mounting 
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mounting 66 guns, and manned with near 500 
hands. The watch in the forecaſtle ending 
their communication cut off, had run up into 
the rigging of the fore-maſt and bow ſprit. The 
officers in the great cabbin, amongſt whom 
were Pizarro and Mindinuetta, the crew between 
decks, and all who had fled were only anxious 
for their own ſatety, and were long incapable 
of forming any project for recovering the poſſeſ- 
fron of the ſhip. The yells of the Iudiaus, the 
groans of the wounded, and the confuſed 
clamours of the crew, all heightencd by the 
obſcurity of the night, filled them with the 
imaginary terrors which darkneſs, diforder, 
and an utter ignorance of the real ſtrength of 
an enemy conſtantly produce. And being ſen- 
fible of the diſaffection of their preſſed hands, 
and conſcious of their own barbarity to their 
priſoners, they 1magined the conſpiracy gene- 
ral, and conſidered their deſtruction as in- 
fallible ; even ſome of them were fo terrified as 
to take the reſolution of leaping into the ſca; 
but were prevented by their companions. 

The Indians having cleared the quarter-deck, 
the tumult in a great meaſure ſubſided, for 
thoſe who had been ſo happy as to eſcape were 
kept ſilent by their fears, and the Indians were 
incapable of renewing the diſorder by purſuing 
them. Orellaua now broke open the cheſt of 
arms, which a fey days before had been re- 
moved to the quarter-deck, on a flight ſuſpi- 
cion of mutiny, as to a place of the greateſt ſe- 
curity, but to his great diſappointment, found 
nothing but fire-arms; tho* had he removed 

H 3 theſe 
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theſe he would have come at the cutlaſſs, of 
which he was in ſearch, and in the uſe of which 
both he and his companions were extremely 
ſkillful. 

At length Pizarro and his companions in the 
wn cabbin began to converſe through the cab- 
in windows and port-holes, with thoſe in the 

gun-room and between decks, whence th 
learned that the Zng/i/5, whom they chiefly ſuf 
peded, were all fate below, and at laſt diſcover- 
ed, that none were concerned in tae mutiny but 
Orellana and his people. Upon this Pizarro 
and the other ofiicers reſolved to attack the In- 
dians, before any of the diſcontented on board 
ſhould recover their ſurprize and join them. 
Pizarro therefore got together the arms that 
were in the cabbin, which were only piſtols, and 
diſtributed them amongſt thoſe wlio were with 
him, and as they had neither powder nor ball, 
they lowered down a bucket out of the cabbin 
window, into which the gunner handed oat of 
one of the gun-room ports a quantity of piſtol 
cartridges. Having thus procured ammunition, 
they loaded their piſtols, and ſetting the door a 
little open, fired ſeveral ſhot amongſt the I 
dians on the quarter- deck, but without effect, 
till at laſt Mindinuetta had the good fortune to 
ſhoot Orellana dead on the ſpot, when his 
faithful companions abandoning all thoughts 
of farther reſiſtance, inſtantly A ed into the 
ſea, and every one of them W 9] Thus 
was this remarkable inſurrection quelled, and 
the quarter-deck regained, after it had been full 
two hours in the poſleſſion of this great and in- 
trepid 
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trepid chief, and his brave, but unhappy coun- 


— 1 

Pizarro now continuing his voyage, arrived 
on the coaſt of Galicia, in the beginning of 
the year 1746, atter his being abſent trom 
Europe between four and five years, and having 

his afſiduity in endeavouring to defeat Mr. 
Anſen's meaſures, diminiſhed the naval power 
of Spain, by the deſtruction of four confider- 
able ſhips of war, a patacke, and above 3000 
of che flower of the Spar ſaĩlors. 

Beſides the above intelligence, all of which 
except that relating to O/elluna, the Commo- 
dore learnt from the people and papers on 
board the Carmelo, he was informed, that tho? 
the Viceroy of Pers, had laid an embargo on 
all the ſhipping in thoſe ſeas, in the month of 
May precceding, it was now taken off, which 
made them flatter themſelves with the hopes of 
obtaining other valuable captures, that might in- 
demnify tem for the incapacity they were uns 


der of attempting any conſid. rable Spar; ſet- 


tlements on ſhore, and the Commodore hav- 
ing thus ſatisfied himſelf about the material ar- 
ticles of his inquiry, and taken on board the 
Centurion moſt of the priſoners and all the ſilver, 
he ſet ſail for Juan Fernandes, where both he 
and the prize came to an ancher the foilowing 
day. 

Upon a farther examination of the priſoners 
and papers, it appearing that ſeveral other mer- 
chantmen were bound from Callue to Yalpa- 
raiſo, the Commodore diſpatched the Tr;a/ {loop 
the very next morning to Cruite off the laſt 

mentioned 
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mentioned port, and alſo reſolved to ſeperate 
the ſhips under his command, and employ them } K 
in diſhn& cruiſes, by which means he would 
increaſe the chance of obtaining prizes, and 
run leſs hazard of alarmivg the coaſt. The } fte ta 
ſailors now forgot all their paſt Jiſtrefſes, and The 
reſuming their wonted alacrity, laboured inde. 
fatigably in preparing to take their laſt leave ſus, 
of the iiland ; but as theſe preparations, not- 
withſtanding all their induſtry, took up four or 
five days, Mr. Auen in that interval gave or- 
ders, that the guns belonging to the Anna pink, 
which were four fix pounders, four four poun- 
ders, and two ſwivels, ſhould be mounted on 
board the prize Carmelo, and having ſent fir 
paſſengers and 23 ſeamen on board the Glia- 
ceſter to aſſiſt in navigating that ſhip, he directed 
Captain Mitchel to leave Fernandes, and cruie 
off the land of Payta, at ſuch a diſtance from 
ſhore as ſhould prevent his being diſcovered, 
and on this ſtation he was to continue till he 
ſhould be joined by the Commodore. Theſe or- 
cers being delivered, the Commodore weighed 
anchor on the 19th of September, in company 
with the prize, and getting out of the bay, 
took his laſt leave of the iſland of Juan Fer-] Funr 
runde, ſteering to the caſtward in order to join ng 
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The taking of the TryaPs Prize the Arranzazu. 
The Tryal condemned and ſunk as unfit for Ser- 
vice. The takins of the Santa Tereſa de je- 
ſus, and the Nucitra Senora del Carman. 


HE Centurion upon her leaving Juan 

Fernandes, was detained three days by 
the irregularity and fluctuation of the winds 
within fight of that iſland, but on the 25th of 
September, juſt before ſun- ſet, ſaw two fail to the 
eaſtward, on which the prize ſtood direaly from 
the Centurion to avoid giving any ſuſpicion of 
their being cruiſers, while the Commodore 
made ready for an engagement, and ſteered 
with all his canvas, towards the ſhips he had 
diſcovered. It was ſoon perceived that one of 
theſe, which appeared to be a very ſtout ſhip, 
made directly towards him, while the other 
kept at a diſtance. By ſeven o'clock the Cen- 
turion was within piſtol ſhot of the neareſt, and 
had a broad- ſide ready to pour into her, the 


gunners with their matches in their hands wait- 


ing only for orders to fire; but as Mr. An/or 
knew it impoſſible for her to eſcape, he, before 
he ſuffered them to fire, ordered the maſter to 
hale them in Spaniſh, when the commanding 
officer on board, who proved to be Mr. Hughes, 
Lieutenant of the T yal, anſwered in Engliſh, 
and let him know that ſhe was a prize taken by 
the Tryal a few days before, and that the _— 

| P 
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was diſabled in her maſts. Ihe Ta foon 
after joired the Cent urin, and Captain Sau 
ders her commander, coming en hoard, inform- 
ed the Commodore that his prize was a prime 
ſailor, and had coſt him 36 hours chace ; that 
for ſome time he began to defpair of takin 

her, and the Spariard;, though alarmed at firſt 
with ſeeing nothing but a cloud of fail in pur. 
ſuit of them; (for the THhal's hull was fo low 
in the water, that no part of it appeared) yet 
finding how little the Tryal gained upon them, 
they at length laid aſide their fears, and alter- 
ing their courſe in the night, ſhut up their 
windows to prevent any of their lights being 
ſeen ; but a ſmall crevice in one of the ſhut- 
ters, rendered all their precautions ineffectual ; 
for the Tryal's people perceiving a light thro' 
it, chaced it till they arrived within gun ſhot, 
when Captain Saunders unexpectedly alarmed 
them with a broadſide; and before he could 
fire another, they lowered their ſails, and ſub- 
mitted without oppoſition. She was called the 
Arranzazu, and was one of the largeſt mer- 
chant-men employed in thoſe ſeas, being about 
Goo tons burden. Her cargo was much the 
ſame as that of the Carmelo, but her filver a- 
mounted only to about 5000 J. fterling. 

This ſucceſs was, however, ballanced by the 
Tryal's having had the mi fortune to ſpring her 
main-maſt; her main-top-maſt had alſo come 
by the board; and the next morning, as they 
were all ſtanding to the eaſtward, the 2 
her fore-maſt. Theſe incidents were rendere 
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more unhappy by the impoſſibility of aſſiſling 


her ; for the wind then blew {o hard, that the 
Commodore could not venture to hoiſt out 
his boat; fo that as he could not think of leav- 
ing her in this unhappy fituation, he was ob- 
ized to lay to, in order to attend her for the 
greateſt part of forty-eight hours; and as they 
were all the while daving from their ſtation, 
there was reaſon to fear that this deprived 
them of ſeveral conſiderable captures. 
However, on the 27th, the weather proving 
more moderate, Mr. An/on ſent his boat for the 
Capt. of the Trya/, who, on his coming on board, 
produced an inſtrument ſigned by himſelf and 
all the officers, repreſenting that the ſloop, be- 


| fides being dilmalſted, was fo very leaky in her 


hull, that it was neceſſary to ply the pumps 
even in moderate weather; and that if the 
weather ſhould prove bad, they muſt all ine- 
vitably periſh ; when the Commodore confider- 
ing that he had not the neceſſary ftores proper 
for repairing her, gave orders for her being 
deſtroyed; but concciving it expedient to keep 
up the appearance of the ſame force, appoint- 
ed the Tryal's prize, which the viceroy of Pe- 
ru had oiten employed as a man of war, to be 
a-frigate in his Majeſty's ſervice, and to be 
manned by the Trya?s crew, under the ſame 
Captain and officers. When in the Spaniſh 
ſervice ſhe had mounted 32 guns, but was now 
to have only 20, which were the 12 on board 
the Tryal, and eight that had belonged to the 
ama pink. This being 3 Captain 
Saunders was directed to take out of the 3 
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the arms, ammunition, ſtores, and every thing 
that could be of uſe to the other ſhips, and 
then to ſcuttle and fink her; after which he 
was to proceed with his new frigate, which 
was to be called the Tryal”'s Prize, and to cruize 
off the iſland of Yalparai/o, where he was to 
continue 24 days; and if not joined by the 
Commodore in that time, he was to proceed 
down the coaſt to Pi/co, or Naſca, where he 
would be certain of meeting with Mr. Ana, 
Theſe orders being given, the Centurion leſt 
the other veſlels on the 27th of Srprember, in 
order to cruig e for ſome day s off / alparaiſe. 
Notwithſtanding this difpoſition was the 
moſt prudent that could be 1magined, conf 
dering the ſmallneſs of the Commodore's force, 
yet he had not the happineſs to fee any ſhips 
at any of theſe ſtations, and being joined by 
the Tryal's and Centwurion's prizes, the latter of 
which had aſſiſted in clearing and fcuttling the 
Tryal, it was reſolved to join Captain Mitchel, 
who was ſtationed off Payta, that if a Spaniſh ſqua- 
dron ſhould be fitted out at Callas, they might, 
by uniting their ſtrength, be prepared to give ite 
warm reception. With this view they ſtood 
to the northward, and on the 5th of Nowember 
came in ſight of the high land of Barranca, 
and an hour afterwards, had the ſatisfaction 
they had ſolong wiſhed for of ſeeing a fail, upon 
which they immediately gave chace ; but the 
Centurion out- ſailing the two prizes, run 
out of fizht, and gained conſiderably on the 
chace. However, as the night came on, ſhe, 


about ſeven q'clock, loſt fight of her, and the 
officers 
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officers were in ſome perplexity what courſe 
to ſteer ; but at laſt the Commodore reſolve, 
as they were then before the wind, not to 
change his courſe. The chace was thus conti- 
nued about an hour and a halt in the dark, 
ſome or other conſtantly imagining they diſ- 
cerned her fails right a-head ; but, at length, 
Mr. Brett, the ſecond Lieutenant, really dif- 
covered her, about four points to the larboard, 
ſteering off to the ſeawar.!, and immediately 
ſanding for her, they, in leſs than an hour, 
came up with her, and having fired 14 ſhot at 
her, ſhe ſtruck. Mr. Dennis, the Centurion's 
third Lieutenant, was ſeut in the boat with 16 
men, to take pot:-fion of the prize, when he 
found that the was about zoo ton burden, was 
named the Sorta Tereſa de Jeſas; was bound 
from Guaiaygauil to Callao, and that her lading 
confiited of hides, timber, tobacco, cocoa, co- 
c22 nuts, Qs thread, which is very ſtrong, 
and made of a ſpecies of graſs, wax, Quzzo 
cloth, &c. But the ſpecie on board amounted 
to no more than 170 J. Though the cargo 
was of great value to the Spaniards, yet as they 
had ſtriet orders never to ranſom their ſhips, 
all the goods taken in theſe ſeas, except what 
the Exgliſb themſelves had occaſion for, were 
of no other advantage, than as it was a loſs to 
the encmy. 

Befides the crew, which amounted to 45 

ds, there were ten paſſengers on board, 
four men and three women, who were natives 
of the country, but born of Spari/s parents, 
together with three black ſlaves that attended 
"Tec. VII. 1 them; 
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them; the women were, the mother, and her 
two daughters, the eldeſt of whom was about 
21, and the youngeſt about 14. Theſe women 
were extremely terrified, and iu the greateſt 
diſtreſs, at their falling into the hands of an 
enemy, whom, from the former outrages of 
the Buccaniers ; and the artful inſinuations of 
their prieſts, they had been taught to conſider 
as the moſt brutal and terrible ot all mankind, 
Theſe dreadful apprehenſions were greatly 
heightened by the remarkable beauty of the 
youngeſt of the women, and the riotous dif- 
poſition, they might reaſonably expect to find 
in a ſet of ſailors, who had not ſcen a woman 
for near a twelve month. Filled with theſe 
terrors, the women hid themſelves as ſoon 
as the officer came on board ; and when 
were diſcovered, he found much difficulty in 
perſuading them to approach the 2 How- 
ever, he ſoon convinced them, by his humane 
behaviour, and his aſſurances of their future 
ſafety and honourable treatment, that all their 
apprehenſions were groundleſs. The Commo- 
dore being informed of the terror they had 
diſcovered, immediately ſent word that they 
ſhould be continued on board their own ſhip; 
have the uſ: of the ſame apartments, and all 
the other conveniencies they had before enjoy- 
ed; he gave ſtrict orders that they ſhould re- 
ccive no moleſtation or diſturbance whatſoever. 
To give them the greater certainty that theſe 
orde:s would be complied with, as well as 
afford them the means of complaining if they 
were not, he allowed the pilot, who is 52 
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nlly the ſecond perſon on board the S 
ſhips, to ſtay with them, as their guardian 

rotector, an office to which this pilot was 
choſen by Mr. A»/on, from his ſeeming ex- 
tremely intereſted in every thing relating to 
the women ; and his at firft declaring he was 


married to the youngeſt of them, though it af- 


terwards appeared, that he had aſſerted this, 
with no 12 view but to ſecure them the bet- 
ter {rom the treatment they expected to find 
on their falling into the hands of the Erg/i/. 
By this compaſſionate and indulgent behavi- 
our their conſternation entirely ſubſided, and 
they continued eaſy and chearful during the 
whole time they remained priſoners. 

The next morning the Centuricu was joined 
by her two conſorts, when they proceeded to- 
or to the northward, they being now four 
all in company. They here found the ſea for 
many miles round them, of a beautiful red co- 
lour, which, upon examination, was imputed 
to an immenſe quantity .of ſpawn ſwimming 
_ its ſurface ; for ſome of the water being 

en up in a wine glaſs, it had there a dirty 
ap ce, but ſoon changed to a clear cry- 

with only ſome red globules of a ſlimy 
nature floating on the top. As they had a 
ſupply of timber on board their new prize, the 
modore gave orders for repairing their 
boats, and for fixing a ſwivel gun- ſtock in the 
bow both of the barge and pinnace, in order 
to increaſe their force, in caſe he ſhould be 
obliged to make uſe of them in boarding ſhips, 
or for any attempts on ſhore. 
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Though they continued ſtanding to the 
northward, nothing remarkable occurred for 
two or three days, notwithſtanding the ſhips 
were ſpread in ſuch a manner, that it was 
ſcarcely poilible for any of the enemy's veſſels 
to eſcape them. In their run along this coaſt 
it was obſerved that there was a current which 
ſet them to the northward at the rate of ten 
or twelve miles a day. Being now in about 
eight degrees of ſouth latitude they began to 
be attended with vaſt numbers of flying-fiſh 
and bonitos, which were the firſt they ſaw af- 
ter their departure from the coaſt of Brafl. 
But it is obſervable, that on the eaſt fide of 
South America, they extended to a much higher 
latitude than they did on the welt fide; for 
the ſailors did not loſe ſight of them on the 
coaſt of Brafil till they approached the ſouth- 
ern tropic. The reaſon of which is doubtleſs 
the difterent degrees of heat obtaining in the 
ſame latitude on different ſides of the conti- 
nent · For it is evident that the temperature 
of a place depends much more upon other cir- 
cumſtances than its diſtance from the pole, or 
its proximity to the equĩnoctial. Thus it was 
found by this ſquadron, that though the coaſt 
of Braſil is extremely ſultry, yet the coaſt of 
the Scout h-Stas, in the ſame latitude, is, per- 
haps, as temperate, as any part of the globe, 
fince in ranging along it, they did not once 
meet with ſuch warm weather as is frequent 
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more extraordinary, as there never falls any 
rains to refreſh and cool the air. On the * 


to the different approaches to their ſummit, al 
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of Peru, and even under the equinoctial itfelt, 
every circumſtance concurred to make the open 
air and 1 deſirable, for in other coun- 
tries the ſcorching heat of the ſan in ſummer, 
renders the greater part of the day unapt either 
for labour or amuſement, and the frequent rains 
are not leſs troubleſome in the more temperate 
parts of the year. But in this delightful cli- 
mate the ſun rarely appears, for th re is con- 
ſtantly a chearful grey ſ&y, juſt ſufficient to 
ſcreen the ſun and to mitigate the violence of 
its perpendicular rays, without obſcuring the 
air, or tinging the day-light with an unplca- * 
fant or melancholly appearance. Thus all parts 
of the day are proper for labour or exerciſe 
abroad, while the refreſhing and agreeable cool- 
neſs of the air in other chmates produced by 
rains, is here brought about by freſh breezes, 
from the cooler regions to the ſouthward. 

It is not to be doubted, that this happy 
complexion of the heavens is chieily owing to 
the neighbourhood of thoſe vaſt mountains 
called the Andes, which running nearly parallel 
the ſhore, from which they are but a ſmall 
diſtance, and extending themſelves immenſely 
higher than any other mountains upon the 
globe, form upon their ſides and dechvities a 
prodigious tract of country, where accordin 


kinds of climates may at all ſeaſons be found. 
Theſe mountains intercept great part of the 
eaſtern winds which generally blow upon the 
continent of South America, cool that part of 
the air which forces its way over the tops, and 
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keep a large part of the atmoſphere perpetu- 
ally cool, from its contiguity to the ſnows, 
with which they are conſtantly covered. Thus 
theſe mountains by ſpreading the influence of 
their frozen creſts to the neighbouring coaſts 
and ſeas of Peru, are doubtleſs the cauſe of 
the temperature and equability which conſtan 
prevail there. But when this ſquadron had 
vanced beyond the equinoctial, and left theſe 
mountains, the people had nothing to ſcreen 
them to the eaſtward, but the highlands on 
the iſthmus of Panama, which are but mole- 
hills to the Andes, they then experienced in a 
ſhort time, an entire change of —_— and 
in two or three days paſſed from the tempo- 
rate air of Peru to the ſultry burning atmoſ- 
phere of the We/t-Indies. 

On the 1oth of N:werber, the Commodore 
was within three leagues of the ſouthermoſt 
iſland of Lees, lying in fix degrees 27 mi- 
nutes ſouth latitude, and now drawing near the 
ſtation appointed for the Cu er, made an 
eaſy fail all night; but the next morning, at 
day-break, ſaw a ſhip in ſhore, and to wind- 
ward, which had paſſed the ſquadron by favour 
of the night, and was plying up the coaſt. As 
ſhe was ſoon perceived not to be the Gleacefer, 
they got their tacks on board, and gave her 
chace ; but there being very little wind, which 
prevented any of the ſhips making much way, 
the Commodore ordered the barge, his pin- 
nace, and the Trya/'s pinnace to be manned 
and armed, to purſue the chace, and board her. 
Lieutenant Bratt, who commanded the barge, 
came 
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came up with her about 9g o'clock, and run- 
ning a long- ſide of her, fired a volley of imall 
hot between the maſts, over the heads of the 
people on board, and then inſtantly entered 
with moſt of his men, the enemy making no 
reſiſtance, they being ſufficiently frightened by 
the volley they had juſt recerved, and the daz- 
zling of the cutlaſſes. Lieutenant Brett, im- 
mediately ordered the fails to be trimmed, and 
bore down to the Commodore, taking up in 
his way the two pinnaces, but when he came 
within four miles of the Centurion, he put of 
in the barge with a number of priſoners, from 
whom he had learned ſome material intelli- 
gence, which he was deſirous of communica- 
ting to the Commodore, as ſoon as poſſible. 
The prize was named Aweſira Senora del Carmin; 
it was of about 270 tons burden, and had on 
board 43 mariners, aud was deeply laden with 
ſee, iron, plank, cedar pepper, cinnamon, pow- 
der blue, European bale goods, ſnuff, rofaries, 
Romiſh indulgencies, and other ſpecies of mer- 
chandiſe. Though this cargo, in their pre- 
ſent circumſtances was but of little value, yet 
it was a greater loſs to the Spanard;s than any 
capture they had made in that part of the 
world ; for it amounted to above 400,000 dol- 
lars prime coſt at Panama. This ſhip was 
bound to Callas, and had ftopt at Parra in her 
paſſage, to take in a freſh ſupply of water and 
roviſions, having left that place but about 24 
hours, before ſhe fell into the hands of the 
Exgliſh; and from the paſſengers on board this 
ſhip, Lieutenant Brett had been informed, that 
| a 
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a few days before, a veſſel had entered Payta, 
the Maſter of which had told the Governor 
that he had been chaced by a very large ſhip, 
which from her ſize, and the colour of her 
ſails, he imagined to be one of the Engl; ſqua- 
dron, and that the Governor being fully fatif- 
fied with this relation, had immediately ſent 
an expreſs to Lima, to carry the news to the 
Viceroy, while the royal officer reſiding at 
Paojta, being apprehenſive of a viſit from the 
Engli/, had from his firſt learning this intel. 
ligence, been buſily employed in removing 
both the King's treaſure and his own to Piura, 
a town, within land at about 14 leagues di- 
ſtance, but that there was a conſiderable ſum 
of money belonging to ſome merchants of Lima, 
lodged in the cuſtom-houſe of Payta, which was 
intended to be ſent on board a veſſel then in 
the port, and that was preparing to fail with 
the utmoſt expedition; it being bound for 
the bay of Son/onnate on the coaſt of Mexico, 
to purchaſe a part of the cargo of the Manila ſhip. 
It was immediately conjectured, that the 
large ſhip which had chaced the veſſel into 
Payta was the Gleucefter, as indeed it was, and 
it being found that the veſſel in which the mo- 
ney was to be ſhipped, was eſteemed a prime 
ſailor, and had juit received a new coat of tallow 
on her bottom, it was concluded that they had 
no chance of coming up with her, if they ſuf- 
fered her to eſcape out of the port. Therefore 
as they were now diſcovered, and the coaſt 
would be ſoon alarmed, fo as to prevent their 
cruiſing being of any advantage, the — 
ä ore 


48 after minutely inquiring into the ſtrength 
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and condition of the place, reſolved to endea- 
your to ſurpriſe it that very night. 


naeh 
CHAP. V. 


The taking and burning of the Texon of Payta. 
The ſetting the Priſoners on hure; and an Ac- 
ccunt of the generous Treatment they received 
from the Commodore. 


P4 YT A is ſituated in a barren ſoil, only 

compoſed of ſand and late; it is in 5. 12. 
fouth latitude, and does not furniſh a drop of 
freſh water, or any kind of greens or provi- 
fions, except fiſh and a few goats; but about 
two or three leagues diſtant, there is a town 
called Colan, whence water, maize, greens, 
fowls, &c. are conveyed to Payta on floats, 
for the convenience of the ſhips that touch 
there; and cattle are brought 3 Piura, a 
town which lies almoſt 14 degrees up in the 
country. The water fetched from Colan 1s 
whitiſh, and has a diſagreeable look; but 1s 
ſaid to be very wholeſome, the inhabitants pre- 
tending that it runs through large woods of 
Sar/aparilla, and that it is ſenfibly impregna- 
ted with it. The port of Payta, though in 
reality little more than a bay, is efteemed the beſt 
in that part of the coaſt ; and indeed, it af- 
fords a very ſecure and commodious anchorage, 


it is therefore much frequented by all veſſels 
coming 


94 ca Ansox's VOYAGE 


coming from the North, ſince there is no other 
place for the ſhips from Acapalco, Sonſernate, 
Realejo and Panama to take in refreſhments in the 
paſſage to Callas, and the wind being for the 
greateſt part of the year full againſt them, 
renders it impoſſible for them to perform theſe 
long voyages, without ſtopping upon the coaſt 
for a recruit of freſh water. 'The town was 
but of ſmall extent, as it contained leſs than 
200 families. The houſes were only ground 
floors, the walls of which were built of fplit 
cane and mud, and the roofs were * 
with leaves, but though theſe edifices were ex- 
tremely ſlight, they were ſufficient for a cli- 
mate, where rain is conſidered as a prodigy, and 
1s not ſeen in many years. 

Mr. 4»/on, on inquiring into the ſtrength of | 
the place, was told, that it had no other pro- 
tection than the fort, in which was mounted 
eight pieces of cannon ; but that it had nei- 
ther ditch nor out-work, it being ſurrounded 
by a plain brick wall, and that the garriſon 
conſiſted of only one weak company, though 
the town might poſſibly arm 300 men more. 

The Commodore, conſidering that the 
ſtrength of the place did not require his whole 
force, and that his ſhips might be eaſily ſeen 
at a diſtance, even in the night, which would 
alarm the inhabitants, and give them an op- 
portunity of removing their valuable effects, 
reſolved to attempt it with the boats only, and 
ordered the 18 oared barges with his own, and 
the Trza/ pinnaces on that ſervice. Hog 
picked out 58 men, well furniſhed, with arms 
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ammunition, and intruſted the command of the 

ition to Lieut. Brett, to prevent the confu- 
ſion which poſſibly might ariſe from their igno- 
rance of the ſtreets, and the darkneſs of the 
night, he ordered two of the Spani/þ pilots to 
conduct the Licutcnant to the moſt convenient 
landing-place, and to be his guides on ſhore ; 
to ſecure their fidelity, the priſoners were in- 
formed that they ſhould all of them be releaſed, 
and landed at this place, provided the Pilots 
acted faithfully. At the ſame time he threatned 
the Pilots, that if they were guilty of treachery, 
or miſconduct, they ſhould be inſtantly ſhot, 
and he would carry the reſt of the Spaniards on 
board, priſoners to England. 

About 10 o'clock at night, at which time 
the ſhips were within five leagues of the place, 
Lieutenant Brett, with the boats under his 
command, put off, and arrived without being 
diſcovered, at the mouth of the bay; but he 
had no ſooner entered it, then he was perceived 
by ſome of the people on board a veſſel riding 
at anchor, who immediately getting into their 
boat, rowed towards the ſhores ſhouting and 
crying, The Engliſh, the Engliſh dogs, &c. by 
which the whole town was inſtantly alarmed, 
and the men in the boats ſoon perceived ſe- 
veral lights hurrying backwards and forwards 
in the fort, and other marks of the inhabitants 
being in motion. Upon this Lieutenant Brett 
encouraged his men to pull up briſkly, that 
they might allow the enemy as little time as 
1 to prepare for their defence. But be- 

the boats could reach the ſhore, * ſol- 
lers 
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diers in the fort had got ſome of the cannon 
ready, which they pointed towards the land- 
ing-place, and the firſt ſhot paſſed very near 
one of the boats, whiſtling juſt over the heads 
of the crew. Upon this the men redoubled 
their efforts, ſo that they had reached the 
ſhore, and part of them were landed by the 
time the ſecond gun was fired. The men were 
no ſooner on ſhore, then one of the Spanih 
pilots conducted them to the entrance of a 
narrow ſtreet, where they were covered from 
the fire of the fort, and being formed in the 
beſt manner the ſhortneſs of the time would 
permit, they inſtantly marched to the parade, 
a large ſquare at the end of this ftreet, the 
fort being on one fide, and the Governor's 
houſe on the other. In this march, which was 
performed with tolerable regularity, the ſhouts 
and cl:mours of threetcoze ſailors, who had 
been ſo long confined on ſhip board, and were 
now for the firſt time on ſhore in an enemy's 
country, joyous as they always are, when they 
land, and beſides, animated with the hopes of 
immenſe plunder ; the huzzas, I ſay, of this 
ſpirited detachment, added to the noiſe of 
their drums, had ſo augmented their numbers 
in the opinion of the enemy, that their fear 
made them more ſollicitous about the means 
of flight, than of reſiſtance. However, the 


merchants vcho owned the treaſure then in the 
town, had, with a few'others, ranged them- 
ſelves in 2 gallery that ran round the Gover- 
nor's houſe, and thence dilcharged a volley 
upon the £22///5 ſailors ; but upon their re- 

turning 
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turning the fire, they abandoned the poſt, and 
left the Exgliſh in poſſeſſion of the parade. 

Lieutenant Breit, upon this ſuccel;, divided 
his men into two parties, one of which he 
ordered to ſurround the Governor's houſe, and 
if poſſible to ſecure the Governor, while he 
himſelf, at the head of the other, marched to 
the fort, with a deſign to force it, but to his 

reat ſurpriſe, he entered it without oppoſition ; 
br the enemy abandoned it on his approach, 
and made their eſcape over the walls. Thus 
the whole place was taken in leſs than a quar- 
ter of an hour's time from their firſt hes, 
with no other loſs, than one man killed on 
the ſpot, and two wounded. 

Lieutenant Breit now placed a guard at the 
fort, and another at the Governor's houſe, 
and then appointed ſentinels at all the ave- 


+ nues of the town, both to prevent being ſur- 


priſed by the enemy, and to ſecure the effects 
from being embezzled. This being done, his 
next care was to ſeize upon the cuſtom-houſe, 
where the treaſure waz depoſited, and to ex- 
amine whether any of the inhabitants remain- 
ed in the town, in order to know what farther 
precautions it was neceſſary for him to take; 
but he ſoon found that he was in no danger 
from the numbers left behind ; for moſt of the 
people being in bed when the place was ſur- 
priſed, had fled with ſuch precipitation, that 
tiey had not allowed themſelves time to put 
on their cloaths, and the Governor himſelf, 
was not the laſt in providing for his own ſafe- 
ty; for he {led before molt of the reſt half 

Yor. VII. K naked, 
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naked, leaving his wifc, a young lady of about 
17 years of age, to whom he had been mar- 
ried but three or four days ; but ſhe too was 
afterwards carried off in her ſhift, by a couple 
of ſentinels, juſt as the detachment arrived be- 
fore the houſe. The few inhabitants who re. 
mained were confined under a guard in one of 
the churches, except ſome ſtout negroes, who 
were employed the remaining part of the night, 
to aſſiſt in carrying the treaſure from the cuſ- 
tom-houſe and other places to the for: ; bat 
theſe were always attended by a file of muſ- 
queteers. 

The conveyance of the treaſure from the 
cuſtom-houſe, was the principal employment 
of Mr. Brett's people; but while the failors 
were thus buſicd they could not be prevented 
from entering the houſes in their way, in 
ſearch of private pillage, where the firſt things 
they obſerved being the cloaths left by the Spa- 
niard;s in their flight, which, according to the 
cuſtom of the country, were molt of them cither 
embroidered or laced, they eagerly ſeized theſe 
glittering habbits, and flipt them on over their 
own dirty trowſers and jackets, at the ſame time 
not forgetting the tye or bag-wig, and laced 
hat, which were generally found with the 
cloaths, and this practice being once begun, 
there was no preventing its being imitated by 
the whole detachment. But thoſe, who came 
lateſt into the faſhion, not finding men's cloaths 
ſufficient to equip themſelves, took up with 
women's gowns and petticoats, which, pro- 
vided they were rich enough, they made no 


ſcruple 
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ſcruple of putting on, and blending with their 
own greaſy dreſs, ſo that Mr. Brett was ex- 
tremely ſurpriſed at their groteſque figure, 
when a party thus ridiculouſly metamorphoſed 
firſt came betore him, and could ſcarcely know 
them. | 

Mean while the Centurion and the other ſhips 
made an eaſy fail towards Payta, and about 
ſeven in the morning began to open the bay. 
Though thoſe on board had no reaſon to doubt 
of the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe, yet it was 
with great joy they diſcovered, by means 
of their perſpectives, an Engliſh flag hoiſted on 
the flag-ſtaff of the fort. They then plied into 
the bay with as much expedition as poſſible, 
and at eleven the Tryal"s — came on board 
the Centurion laden with dollars and church 
late, when the officers who commanded it, 
informed the Commodore of the tranſactions 
of the precceding night. 

Mr. Brett hitherto went on collecting and 
removing the treaſure without interruption, 
while the enemy aſſembled from all parts of 
the country, on a hill at the back of the town, 
where they made a conſiderable appearance, 
having- amongſt the reſt of their force 200 
horſe that ſeemed well armed, mounted, and 
furniſhed with trumpets, drums, and ſtandards. 
They paraded about the hill with great oſten- 
tation, ſounding their military muſic, and prac- 
tiling every art to intimidate the few who were 
on ſhore, whoſe numbers were now known, to 
induce them to abandon the place before the 
pillage was completed. Mr. Brett however, 

R 2 pro- 


120 Counmore Axsox's VOYAGE 


proceeded in ſending off the treaſure, and in 
employing the boats to carry on board retreſh- 
ments, ſuch as hogs, fowls, Oc. as long as it 
was light. To prevent any ſurpriſe in the 
night, the Commodore ſent a reinforcement on 
ſhore, which was poſted in all the paſſages 
leading to the parade, and for their farther 
ſecurity, the ſtreets were fortified with bar- 
ricadoes fix feet high. But as the enemy re- 
mained quiet all the night, they reſumed at 
day-break, the employment of loading the 
boats, and ſending them off. 

It now appeared of what importance it 
would have been, had it been poſſible to have 
ſecured the Governor; for had he been in their 
power, he would probably have bcen induced 
to treat for the ranſom of many ſtore-houſes 
full of valuable effeRs, for which the Commo- 
dore had no room on board, but which would 
have been of extraordinary advantage to him. 
Having collected all the force of the country 
for many leagues round, he was ſo elated with 
his numbers, and fo fond of his new military 
command, that he ſeemed to have loſt all con- 
cern for the fate of his government, and though 
the Commodore ſent ſeveral meſſages to him 
by ſome who had been taken priſoners, offer- 
ing to ranſom the town upon eaſy terms, he 
was ſo arrogant and impudent, that he would 
not even return an anſwer. 

On the ſecond day of the Frglih being in 
poſſeſſion of the plac *, the Spaniards were in 
ſuch want of water, that many of their flaves 
crept into the town by ſtcalth, and carried 

| away 
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away ſeveral jars of water to their maſters on 
the hill, and Mr. Brett was informed both by 
the deſerters and ſome priſoners he took, as 
they were carrying away the water, that the 


' $paniards on the hill _ encreaſed to a for- 


midable number, had reſolved to ſtorm the 
town and fort the ſucceeding night, when that 
one Gordon, a Scotch papiſt, was to have the 
command of that enterpriſe. He however, con- 
tinued ſending off he has without the leaſt 
hurry or precipitation till the evening, when a 
reinforcement was again ordered on ſhore 
Mr. Auſon, and Mr. Brett doubled his guards 
at each of the barricadoes. The different poſts 
were connected by means of ſentinels placed 
within call of each other, and the whole vi- 
ſited by frequent rounds attended with a drum. 
Theſe marks of the vigilance and readineſs of 
the Exgliſb to receive them, damped their re- 
ſolution; ſo that the paſſed that night with 
as little moleſtation as they had done the for- 
mer. 

As Mr. Brett had the evening before ſent 
all the treaſure on board the Centurion, the 
boats were employed on the third morning, 
which was the 15th of Nowember, in carrying 
off the moſt valuable part of the effects that 


remained in the town, and the Commodore in- 


tending to fail in the afternoon, he about ten 
o'clock ſent all his priſoners, amounting to 88 
on ſhore, giving orders to Lieutenant Brett, to 
ſecure them in one of the churches, till the 
men were ready to embark. Mr. Brett was at 
the ſame time ordered, to burn the whole 


K 3 town, 
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town, except the two churches, which ſtood 
at ſome diſtance from the houſes, after which 
he was to abandon the place, and return on 
board. That gentleman punctually complied 
with theſe orders, for ſetting his men to work, 
he diſtributed pitch, tar, and other combuſti- 
bles, of which there were great quantities in 
the town, into houſes ſituated in different 
ſtreets ; that the place being fired in many 
quarters at the ſame time, the deſtruction 
might be the more violent and ſudden, and 
the enemy after his departure might not be 
able to extinguiſh it. This being done, he 
cauſed the cannon in the fort to be nailed up, 
and then ſetting fire to ſuch houſes as were to 
the windward, he collected his men and marched 
towards the beach, where the boats waited to 
carry them off. That part of the beach, whence 
he intended to embark being an open place 
without the town, the Spariards on the hill 
perceived he was retreating, and reſolved, in 
order to lay ſome foundation for future boaſt- 
ing, to try if they could precipitate their de- 
parture ; for this purpoſe a ſmall ſquadron of 
about 60 horſe marched down the hill with much 
ſeeming reſolution ; but notwithſtanding the 
pomp and parade with which they at firſt came 
on, Mr. Brett had no ſooner ordered his men 
to halt and face about, than they put a ſtop 
to their career, and did not dare to advance a 
ſtep farther while he continued on the beach. 

On their arrival at the boats in order to go 
on board, the men were ſome time retarded 


by miſſing one of their number, and being 
| unable 
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unable by their inquiries amongſt each other to 
learn where he was left, or by what accident 
he was detained, they aiter a conſiderable de- 
lay, got into the boats, in order to depart 
without him, but when the laſt man was ac- 
tually embarked, and the boats were putting 
off, they heard him calling to them to take 
him in. 'The town was by this time ſo com- 
letely on fire, and the ſmoke covered the 
— with ſuch a cloud, that they could 
ſcarcely diſcern him though they heard his 
voice ; the Lieutenant however, immediately 
ordered one of the boats to his relief, who 
found him up to the chin in water, for he had 
waded as far as he durſt, being extremely ter- 
nhed at the apprehenſions of falling into the 
hands of an enemy, who were doubtleſs en- 
raged at the plunder and deſtruction of their 
town. Inquiry being made into the cauſe 
of his ſtaying behind the reſt, it was found 
that he had that morning taken too large 
a doſe of brandy, which had thrown him into 
ſo ſound a fleep, that he did not awake till the 
lire came near enough to ſcorch him. At firſt 
opening his eyes, he was ſtrangely amazed at 
ſeeing on the one hand all the houſes in a 
blaze, and on the other ſeveral Spaniards and 
Indians near him. The greatneſs and ſudden 
of his fright inſtantly reduced him to a ſtate of 
ſobriety, and gave him the preſence of mind 
to puſh through the thickeſt of the ſmoke, 
the likelieſt means of eſcaping the enemy, 
and then making the beſt of his way to 
the beach, he, though he could not ſwim, ran 

as 
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as far into the water as he durſt, before he 
ventured to look back ; but to the honour of 
all the other brave feliows Who were on ſhore, 
though there were great quantities of wine and 
ſpirituous liquors, ready at their hands, at al- 
moſt every warchouſe, this was the only man 
who ys ee to have ſo far neglected his 
duty as to get drunk. 

By the time the ſailors had helped their 
comrade out of the water and were rowing to 
the ſquadron, the flames had ſeized every part 
of the town, and by means of the combuſt- 
bles, the lightneſs of the materials of which 
the houſes were built, and their aptneſs to take 
fire, had taken ſuch hold, that it was viſible 
no endeavours of the enemy, though they 
flocked down in great numbers, could poſſibly 
prevent the entire deſtruction of the town and 
all the merchandize contained in it. 

Lieutenant Breit's detachment having joined 
the ſquadron, the Commodore prepared to 
ſail that evening. At his firſt coming into the 
bay he found ſ of the enemy's veſlels at an- 
chor, one of which was the ſhip that was to 
have conveyed the treaſure to the coalt of 
Mexico, and being informed ſhe was a good 
ſailor, he reſolved to take her with him, 
There were alſo two ſnows, a bark, and two 
row galleys of 36 oars each, which the Com- 
modore having no occaſion for, had ordered 
the maſts of all five to be cut away at his firſt 
arrival, and on his leaving the place, they 
were towed out of the * Fikey ſcuttled and 
ſunk, the command of the other ſhip was 

given 
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given to Mr. 11y9%es the Lieutenant of the 
ſal, who was allowed ten men to navigate 
her; and the ſquadron, which was now aug- 
mented to fix 1ail, that is, the Centurion, the 
Tra 3 Pie, the Camel, the Carmnmin, the 
ſereſa, and the S:/idad, the laſt acquired veſ- 
fl weighed anchor about midnight, and failed 
out of the bay. 

The loſs of the Spaniard; by the deſtrudtion 
of Payta was very conſiderable, fince a very 

at part of the goods th:t were burat, con- 
htcd of vclvets, cambricks, filks, broad cloths, 
fc. and though the acquiſition made by the 
Exgliſh was very inconſiderable in compariſon 
with what was deſtroyed, yet it was far from 
being deſpicable, for the wrought plate, dol- 
lars and other coin which fell into their hands, 
amounted to above 30, ooo J. ſterling, beſides 
ereral rings, bracelets, and jewels, whoſe va- 
lue could not then be determined; the plunder, 
that became the property of the immediate 


; captors was alſo very conſiderable, fo that this 


was the moſt important booty they had hitherto 
met with. 

It has been already obſerved, that all the 
priſoners taken in the precceding prizes, were 
ſet on ſhore and diſcharged at Payta, and as 
the honour done to our national character in 
thoſe parts, was very great, from the huma- 
nity and generoſity with which Mr. Auſon be- 
haved to thoſe who fell into his hands, this 
circumſtance deſerves to be more particularly 
related. Amongſt theſe priſoners were ſome 
perſons of conſiderable diſtinction, and in par- 

ticular 
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ticular a youth of about ſeventeen 
of age, the fon of the Vice-preſident of the 
council of Chili, As the natives of thok 
countries had the molt terrible ideas of the 
cruelty of the Eugliſb, all the priſoners at their 
being firſt taken on board the Exgliſb iquadron 
were under great horror and anxiety of mind, 
but the young gentleman juſt mentioned, who 
had never been from home before, lamented 
his captivity in the moſt moving expreſſions, 
regretting in very plaintive terms, the loſs of 
his parents, his brothers, his fiſters, and his 
native country, being fully perſuaded, that he 
had taken his laſt farewel of them, and that he 
was devoted for the remainder of has life to an 
abje& and cruel ſervitude ; indeed, all the Ha- 
niſh priſoners had the ſame deſponding opinion 
of their ſituation ; but Mr. 4»/on conſtantly | 
exerted all his endeavours to efface theſe ter- 
rifying impreſſions, by taking care, that as 
many of the principal perſons amongſt them as 
there was room for, ſhould by turns dine at 
his table, and by giving the ſtricteſt orders, 
that they ſliould at all times be treated with 
the utmoſt humanity and decency ; but not- 
withſtanding this, it was obſerved, that for 
the firſt two or three days, they retained their 
fears, and ſuſpected that the gentleneſs of their 
uſage was preparatory to ſome unknown cala- 
mity : but at length being convinced of the 
 Commodore's ſincerity, they grew remarkably 
chearful, and the youth above-menticned not 
only conquered his fears, but entertained 2 a 
great affection for Mr. 4»/cr, and ſeemed ſo 
delighted 
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flighted with a manner of life different from 
every thing he had known before, that it was 
doubted whether he would not Lave preferred 
a voyage to England in the Centuricn, to his 
being immediately ſet on ſhore at Payta. 

As the Commodore's humanity was conſtant 
ad uniform, it gave the priſoners favourable 
ſentiments of the whole Exgliſß nation; and 
their good opinion was greatly increaſed by 
the Commodore's leaving the ladies taken in 
the Tere/a the poſſeſſion of their apartments, in 
preventing all his people on board from ap- 
proachiyg them, and allowing the pilot to 
hy with them as their guardian: At which 
the Spaniards on board were the more ſur- 
priſed, as it was done without his ever ſeeing 
the women, though the two daughters were 
both eſteemed handſome, and the youngeſt 


| was a celebrated beauty. The women them- 
| ſelves were ſo ſenſible of the obligations they 


owed him on this account; that they abſolute- 
ly refuſed to go on ſhore at Payta, till they 
were allowed, to wait on the Commodore, on 
board the Centurion, to return him thanks in 
perſon ; and, indeed, all the priſoners left the 
Eagliſp with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances Wh their 
grateful remembrance of the generous treat- 
ment they had met with. In particular a jeſuit 
who had been taken by the Commodore, and 
who was an eccleſiaſtic of ſome diſtinction, re- 
turned his thanks for the civilities he and his 
countrymen had found on board, declaring that 
te ſhould always conſider it as his duty to do 


Mr. Auſon juſtice, and added that his treatment 
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of the men priſoners was ſuch as could nere 
be forgot, but that his behaviour to the women 
was ſo extraordinary, that he doubted whe. 
ther the regard due to his own eccleſiaſtici 
character would be ſufficient to render it credi. 
ble. Mr. Walter obſerves, ** That he was af. 
« terwards informed that both he and the ref 
<« of the priſoners had not been ſilent on this 
« head; but had both at Lima, and other 
«« places given the greateſt encomiums on the 
«© Commodore, the jeſuit, in particular, having 
* on his account interpreted in a lax and h 

«« thetical ſenſe, that article of his church 
« which aſſerts the impoſſibility of heretics be- 
„ing ſaved.” 


PP 
rere 


SK. I. 


Diſputes about the Plunder happily adjuſted. Tus 
Prizes taken by the Glouceſter. T, 
for Quibo. The Tereſa and Solidad burned. 
The proceedings of the Squadron at Quibo. 
A Deſcription of that Iſland; an Account of 
the Pearl Fiſhery, and of the various Kinds f 
Turtle. | 


H E ſquadron having ſet ſail from Payu 
on the 16th of Nowember at about mid- 
night, the Commodore in the morning gave 
orders for the ſhips to diſperſe, in order Þ 
look out for the Glouceſter. A jealouſy now 


aroſe betwecn thoſe who had been commands 
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on ſhore, and thoſe who had continued on board, 
occaſioned by the private plunder got at Payta, 
which the former conſidered as a reward for 
the riſks they had run, and the reſolution they 
had ſhewn, while thoſe who remained on board, 

„that had it been left to their choice, 
they ſhould have preferred _ on ſhore to 
continuing on board, and that while their com- 
ndes were on land, their duty was extremely 
fatiguing, ſince they were conſtantly under 
arms to ſecure the priſoners, whoſe numbers 
exceeded their own, to prevent any attempts 
that might be formed at that critical juncture, 
and that a ſufficient force on board was as 
neceſſary to the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe, as 
the ation of the others on ſhore, and this diſpute 
aroſe to ſuch an height, that the Commodore 
thought it neceſſary to interpoſe his authority, 
before it was attended with any miſchievous 
conſequences. Accordingly on the morning 
after their leaving Parta, he ordered all hands 
upon the quarter-deck, and addrefling himſelf 
to thoſe who had been detached on ſhore, high- 
ly commended their bchaviour, and thanked 

for their ſervices on that occaſion. He 
then repreſented the reaſons urged by thoſe 
who had continued on board for an equal di- 
nſion of the plunder, obſerved, that he thought 
ther reaſons very concluſive, and the expec- 
ations of their comrades extremely juſt; he 
therefore inſiſted, that not only the private 
nen, but all the officers who had aſſiſted in 
aking the place, ſhould producz the whole of 
Geir plunder immediately upon the quarter- 
Vor. VII. I. deck, 
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deck, in order to be impartially divided — 
ir rank; 


the whole crew in proportion to the 

but to prevent thoſe who had it in their poſ- 
ſefiion from murmuring at this diminution of 
their ſhare, the Commodore added, that as an 
encouragement to others who might hereafter 
be employed in the hike ſervices, he would 
give his intire ſhare to be diſtributed among 
thoſe who had been detached for the attack 
of the place. 

Thus was this troubleſome affair determined 
to the general ſatisfaction of the ſhip's com- 
pany, except of a few, who were incapable of 
diſcerning the force of equity, or were too avari- 
cious to be willing to part with any ſhare of what 
they had once got into their poſſeſſion. The 
next morning they obſerved the Glauceſter with 
a ſmall veſſel in tow, and learned from Cap- 
tain Mitchel, that in the whole time of his 
cruize, he had taken only two prizes, one of 
which was a ſmall ſnow, whoſe cargo conſiſted 
of wine, brandy, and olives in jars, with about 

ooo J. in ſpecie, and the other a launch or 
rows boat, which the G7oucefter*s barge came 
up with near ſhore, the priſoners on board of 
which had alledged, that they were very poer, 
and that their lading only conſiſted of cotton; 
but the circumſtance in which the barge ſur- 
pniſed them ſeemed to prove their being more 
wealthy than they preteuded ; for the Glow 
ceſter s people, found them at dinner upon 
pidgeon-pye, ſerved up in ſilver diſhes. How 
ever, the officer who commanded the barge, 
on his opening ſeveral of the jars on board and 
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finding nothing in them but cotton, was ready 
to believe the account given him by the pri- 
ſoners, but the cargo being taken on board 
the Gloucefter, all were agreeably ſurpriſed to 
find, that the whole was a very extraordinary 
piece of package, and that in every jar there 
was concealed amongſt the cotton, a conſider- 
able quantity of double doubloons and dollars, 
w the amount in the whole of near 12,000 J. 
This treaſure was going to Payta, and be- 
longed to the merchants, who were the pro- 
prietors of the greateſt part of the money taken 
at that town. Captain Mitchel had alſo been 
in fight of two or three other of the enemy's 
ſhips which had eſcaped him. One of which, 


there was reaſon to believe, was of immenſe 
nlue. 


The ſquadron being now joined by the Glou- 
«fer, and her prize, it was reſolved to ſteer 
; 8 ſoon as poſſible to the ſouthern parts of Ca- 
lfernia, or to the adjacent coaſt of Mexico, in 
«der to cruize for the Manila galleon, which 
ws known to be at fea, bound to the port of 
deapulco, and as they were now in the middle of 
vember, and that ſhip did not uſually arrive 
ill the middle of January, they did not doubt 
of getting on that tation, time enough to in- 
ecept her, notwithſtanding they found it ne- 
eſſary to take in a freſh ſupply of water at the 
land of Quibo, ſituated at the mouth of the 
hy of Panama, and being now eight fail in 
Wpany continued failing to the northward ; 

on their arriving at Cape Blanco in four 
15 minutes ſouth latitude, it was found 
L 2 that 
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that the Sol/idad was far from anſwering the cha- 
racter giving her of being a prime ſailor, and the 
and the Santa Ter:/a delaying the ſquadron, the 
Commodore ordered them both to be cleared of 
every thing that might be of uſe to the reſt of 
the ſhips, and then to be burnt, and having 
given proper inſtructions to the Gleuce/ter, and 
the other Prizes, the Cealurion proceeded in her 
courſe for Quz5o. 

On the 22d in the morning they cane 
in ſight of the iſland of Pla; at three in the 
afternoon they were within three miles of 
point Manta, and there being a town of the 
ſame name in the neighbourhood, Captain 
Alitchel took that opportunity of ſending away 
ſeveral of his priſoners from the Glouceſter in 
the Spaniſp launch. The boats were now daily | 
employed in diſtributing proviſions on board | 
the prizes, to compleat their ſtock for fi 
months. One of the Manila ſhips being fad | 
to be of an 1mmenſe ſize, the carpenters were 
ordered to fix eight ſtocks in the main and 
foretops of the Centurion, which were properly 
fitted for the mounting of ſwivel guns, in c- 
der that ſhe might be the better prepared to 

ive her a warm reception. 

On the 22d they paſſed the equinoctial, when 
ſtanding towards the iſthmus, they had not 
only an extraordinary alteration of the climate, 
but frequent calms and heavy rains, which 
ſoon made it neceſſary to caulk the decks and 
ſides of the Centuricn, to prevent the rain from 


running into her. a 0 
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On the zd of December in the evening they 
caſt anchor at the iſland of Quibo, which they 
found to be extremely convenient for wooding 
and watering, fince the trees grow cloſe to the 
high-water mark, and a large rapid ſtream of 
freſh water runs over the ſandy-beach into the 


fea, ſo that they were little more than two days 


in laying in all the wood and water they 
wanted. | 
The whole ifland, excepting one part of it, 
is of a very moderate height, and its ſurface 
is covered with a continual wood, that pre- 
ſerves its verdure all the year. Among the 
other trees they found abundance of caſſia, but 
notwithſtanding the climate and ſhelter afforded 
for birds, they ſaw no other but mackaws, 
parrot and paroquets, but of the former there 
were prodigious flights. The animals of which 
there were moit plenty, were monkeys and 
oes, which they frequently killed for food, 
ut though they diſcovered many herds of 
deer, yet the difficulty of penetrating the woods, 
prevented their coming near them, ſo that they 
killed but two during their ſtay. Their pri- 
ſoners informed them that the iſland abounded 
with tygers, but they never ſaw any of them, 
and alſo that there was frequently found in the 
woods a moſt miſchievous ſerpent, called the 
flying ſnake, which darted itſelf from the 
boughs of trees on either man or beaſt that 
came within its reach, and its ſting was beljeved 
to produce inevitable death. The ſea about 
the iſland is infeſted with a great number of 


Alligators of an extraordinary ſize, and the 


L 3 peo- 
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people often obſerved a large kind of flat fiſh, 
Jumping a conſiderable height out of the water, 
which they ſuppoſed to be the fiſh that is ſaid 
frequently to deſtroy the pearl divers by claſ 
ing them in its fins, as they ariſe from 
bottom, and they were told that the divers 
now always -armed themſelves with a 
knife, with which, when they are entangl 
they diſengage themſelves from the fiſh's em- 
braces by ſticking it into its belly. 

While the ſhip lay at anchor, the Commo- 
dore went in a t, attended by ſome of his 
officers to examine a bay which lay to the 
northward, and afterwards ranged along the 
eaſtern fide of the iſland. Wherever they 
landed in the courſe of this expedition, they 
generally found great plenty of excellent water, 
and a very rich foil. On the north-eaſt point of 
the iſland they diſcovered a natural caſcade, 
which ſeemed to ſurpaſs every thing of this 
kind that had ever been produced by human 
art or induſtry. It was a river of tranſparent 
water about 40 yards wide, which rolled down 
a declivity of near 150 in length, the channel 
down which it flowed, was entirely compoſed 
of rock, both its fides and bottom being made 
up of large detached blocks, by which the 
courſe of the water was frequently interrupted ; 
for in ſome parts it run ſloping with a rapid 
but uniform motion, while in others it rolled 
over the ledges of rocks and fell with a per- 
pendicular deſcent. All the neighbourhood of 
this ſtream was a fine wood, and even the huge 
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by their various projections formed the inequa- 


ties of the channel, was covered with lofty 
foreſt trees. Whilſt the Commodore with thoſe 
who accompanied him were attentively re- 
marking the different blendings of the water, 
the rocks and the woods, there appeared, as if 
to heighten the beauty of the proſpect, a pro- 
dgious flight of mackaws, which hovering 
over this ſpot and often wheeling and playing 
on the wing about it, afforded a moſt brilliant 

ce by the glittering of the ſun on their 
ranegated plumage. 

In this expedition they diſcovered no inha- 
bitants, but ſaw many huts upon the ſhore, 
and t heaps of ſhells of fine mother of 

in different places, that were left by the 

fiſhers from Panama, who often frequent 
this place in the ſummer ſeaſon ; for the pearl 
oyſters, which are every way to be found in 
the bay of Panama, are ſo numerous at Quito, 
that by advancing a very little way into the 
ſa a perſon may ſtoop down and reach them 
from the bottom. They are uſually very large, 
and ſome of the officers opened them out of 
curioſity in order to taſte them, but found 
them very tough and unpalatable. Thoſe 
oyſters that produce the moſt and the largeft 
pearls are found at a conſiderable depth, for 
though what are taken by wading near the 
hore are of the ſame ſpecies, yet the pearls 
contained in them are few in number and very 
mall. It is alſo ſaid that the pearl partakes 


m ſome degree of the quality of the bottom 
© which the oyſter is lodged, fo that if * 
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be a muddy hottom, it renders the pearl dak 
and diſcoloured. 

The buſineſs of taking up oyſters from great 
depths for the ſake of their pearls, is performed 
by negro ſlaves, of which the inhabitants of 
Panama and the neighbouring coalt fo 
kept great numbers. Theſe are ſaid not to be 
eſteemed compleat divers till they have learned 
to protract their ſtay ſo long under water, that 
the blood guſhes out at their mouth, noſe and 
ears ; but when this has once happened it is 
ſaid they dive for the future, with much greater 
eaſe than before. 'They have no apprehenſion 
that any ill conſequence can attend this vio- 
lence offered to nature, fince the bleeding ge- 
nerally ſtops of itſelf, and there 15 no danger 


of their ever being ſubje& to it a ſecond 
time. 


Though the pearl oyſter was unfit for food, 


yet that diſappointment was ſufiiciently recom- 
penſed by the turtle, which the ſea furniſhes at 
this iſland in the greateſt plenty and perfection. 
There ate uſually reckoned four ſpecies of 
turtle, the loggerhead, the trunk turtle, the 
the hawkſbill, and the green turtle. The two 
firſt are rank and unwholeſome ; the hawxkſbill, 
which produces the tortoiſeſhel!, is better than 
the other two, though but indifferent food; 
but the green turtle was generally eſteemed by 
the officers and ſailors, as affording the moſt 
delicious repaſt, and they had the molt 
convincing proof of its being wholeſome, 
from their feeding upon it near four months, 


without feeling any ill effects from this . 
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food. At this iſland they caught as many as 
they pleaſed, without the leaſt difficulty, for as 
they are an amphibious animal, they go on 
ſhore to lay their eggs, which they uſually de- 
fit in a large hole in the ſand, juſt above 
igh-water mark, and after having covered 
them, leave them to be hatched by the heat of 
the ſun, they therefore ordered ſeveral men to 
go upon the beach, who had nothing more to 
do than to turn them upon their backs, which 
prevented the turtle from getting away, after 
which they brought them off at leiſure; by 
this means they were plentifully ſupplied, 
while they ſtaid on the iſland and carried a 
number of them to ſea, which was almoſt a 
conſtant ſupply for the whole crew of freſh and 
atable proviſions ; for they generally weigh- 
ing about 200 lb. weight each, thoſe they took 
with them laited till they had a freſh ſupply 
on the coaſt of Mexico, where they often faw 
v numbers of them in the heat of the day 
aſleep, and floating on the ſurface of the 
water. Upon diſcovering them they generally 
ſent out a boat, in which was an expert diver, 
who, when the boat came within a few yards of 
the turtle, plunged into the water, and arifing 
cloſe by the tail, ſeized the ſhell, and preſſing 
down the hinder parts, awakened the turtle, 
who firiking with its feet, ſupported by that 
motion both itſelf and the diver, till the boat 
came and took them both in. By which ma- 
nagement they never wanted turtle for the ſuc- 
ceeding four months in which they continued 
at ſea, yet in ſeven months from their leaving 
Juan 
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Juan Fernandes to their anchoring in the har- 
"cage of Chequetan, they buried no more in the 
whole ſquadron than two men, which is an 
undoubted proof, that the turtle on which 
fed for the laſt four months of that time, is 
at leait an innocent, if not a ſalutary food. 

It is very remarkable that notwithſtanding 
the icarcity of other proviſions, on ſome 
of the coaſt of the South Seas, a kind of food 
ſo very palatable, ſalubrious and pleniiful 
as turtle, ſhould be eſteemed by the Spaniards 
as very unwholeſome, and to be little leſs than 
poiſonous. They had ſome Indian and negro 
| flaves on board, whom they kept to aſſiſt in 
navigating the ſhips, and theſe being poſſeſſed 
with the prejudices of the country they came 
from, were aſtoniſhed at ſeeing them feed on 
turtle, being fully perſuaded that it would 
prove mortal ; but finding that none of them 
died, nor were in the leaſt diſordered by con- 
tinving this dict, they ventured to taſte it, and 
at laſt with great reluctance eat it, though 
very ſparingly, but the reliſh improving upon 
them bo degrees, they at laſt grew fo fond of it. 
as to prefer 1t to every other Lind of food, and 
often congratulated each other on the luxurious 
and plentiful repaſts it would always be in their 
power to procure, when they ſhould return back 
to their country. 
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CHAP. VII. 


They ſail from Quibo 7 the Coaſt of Mexico; 
eruize off the Port of Acapulco fer the Manila 
Ship, and then ſail to the Harbour of Che- 
quetan. 


Aving left the iſland on the gth of De- 
cember in the morning, after having ftaid 
there only three days, they again put to ſea in 


order to look for the Glouceftzr, who had ſe- 
| parated from them on their firſt arrival, and the 
rext day diſcovered a ſmall fail, to which they 

ave chace, and coming up -with her took her, 
was a bark from Panama, named the 7e/u 
Nazareno, and had nothing on board but a ton 

| of rock ſalt, ſome oakum, and between 3o and 
* in ſpecie. On the 12th of Decem- 

| ber they came up with the Glowee/fer, who had 
rung her fore-top-maſt, and having ſcuttled 
and funk the Fe/u Nazarene, the Commodore 
delirered freſh inſtructions to the Captains of 

| themen of war and commanders of the prizes, 
| appointing the rendezvouſes they were to 
make, and the courſes they were to ſteer in 


aſe of a ſeparation, in which they were di- 
refted to uſe all poſſible diſpatch in getting to 
the northward of the harbour of Acapulco, 
Theſe orders being diſtributed to the ſhips, 
they had li:tle doubt of ſoon arriving at their 
ntended ſtation, as they expected to fall in _ 


- 
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the regular trade wind; but to their great 
vexation, they were battled for near a month 
by tempeſtuous weather, dead calms, andhea 

rains, and at length began to deſpair of ſucceed- 
ing in the great purpoſe they had in view, 
that of intercepting the Manila 2 which 


produced a general dejection; but at len 
their deſpondency was ſomewhat alleviated by 
a favourable change of the wind, upon which 
the Centurion took the Carmelo 1n tow, as the 
Glouceſter did the Carmin, and this wind which 
blew from the north-eaſt, the next day con- 
tinued fo briſk and ſteady, that they had no 
doubt of its being the true trade wind. This 
revived thcir hopes, for though the uſual time 
of the gallcon's arrival at Acapulco was already 


elapſed, they were fo unreaſonable as to flatter | 


themſelves, that ſome accidental delay might 
have lengthened her paſſage. | 

On the 26th of January, being to the 
northward of Acapulco, they tacked and ſtood 
to the eaſtward, with a view of making the 
land, which they expected to fall in with on 
the 28th ; but though the weather was then 
2 clear, they could not diſcern it. A- 

ut ten at night the Centurion diſcovered 2 
light on the larboard bow, and the Trya's 
Prize, who was about a mile a-head, made 
a ſignal for ſeeing a ſail. As nobody on 
board doubted but what they faw was a ſhip's 


light, they were all animated with a firm per- 
ſuaſion, that it was the Manila galleon ; and 
what added to their alacrity, was their expec- 
tation of meeting with two of them inſtead of 

one; 


—— 
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one ; for they took it for granted, that the 
icht in view was carried on the top of one 
ſip, for a direction to her conſort. The 
Centurion therefore caſt of the Carmelo, and 
fled forward with all her canvas, making a 
for the Glauceſter to do the fame, and thus 

they chaced the light, under the expectation 
of engaging within half an hour, ſometimes 
imagining the chace to be about a mile diſtant, 
and at others, within reach of their guns; for 
ſome on board poſitively aſſerted, that they could 
plainly diſcern her fails. The Commodore 
himſelf was ſo fully perſuaded, that he ſhould 
ſoon come up with her, that he ſent for his 
firſt Lieutenant, who commanded between 
decks, and ordered him to fee all the great 
s loaded with two round ſhot for the firſt 
fide, and after that with one round ſhot 

and one grape, and ſtrictly charged him not 
to ſuffer a gun to be fired till he ſhould give 
orders, which he told the Lieutenant would 
not be till they arrived within piſtol ſhot of the 
enemy. In this conſtant and eager expectati- 
on, they continued all night, conſtantly pre- 
fuming that another quarter of- an hour would 
bring them up with the Mauila ſhip, whoſe 
wealth and that of her ſuppoſed conſort, they 
ww eſtimated by round millions; but alas! 
a day- break they diſcovered, to their great 
Gappointment; that all this buſtle and expec- 
ation was occaſioned by a fire upon a moun- 
an, which continued barning for ſeveral days 
terwards, and was probably no more than a 
Vorl. VII. N tract 
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tract of ſtubble or heath ſet on fire for the pur. 
poſe of agriculture. 

On the 12th of February the Commodore 
diſpatched the barge in ſearch of the harbour 
of Acapulco, and to diſcover whether the gal- 
leon was arrived, which returned on the 19th, 
when the officers informed the Commodore, 
that they had diſcovered the harbour, and 
that having got within the iſland that lies at the 
mouth of it, they were in great ſuſpence what 
to do ; but while they were ignorant of their 
being 1n the very place they fought for, 
diſcerned a ſmall light near the ſurface of the 
water, on which plying their paddles and moy- 
ing towards it as ſilently as poſſible, they found 
it to be a fiſhing canoe, which they ſurpriſed 
with 3 negroes who belonged to it, and who, at 
firſt, attempted to jump over-board, but they 
were prevented by preſenting a piece atthem, on 


which they ſubmitted, and were taken into the | 
barge; the canoe was turned a- driſt againſt the 


face of a rock, where it would inevitably be daſh'd 
to pieces by the fury of the ſea, which was done 
to deceive thoſe who might perhaps be ſent in 
ſearch of the canoe, who, on ſeeing only its 
remains, would immediately conclude that the 
people on board were drowned. 

The Commodore having now theſe three 
negroes in his poſſeſſion, was ſoon ſatisfied 2. 
bout the moſt material points on which he had 
been long in ſuſpence. They told him that 


the galleon arrived at Acapulco on the gth of 


January, old ftile, but revived his hopes by 
adding, that ſhe had delivered her cargo, 3 
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was taking in water and proviſions in order to 
return, and that the viceroy of Mexico had by 

lamation fixed her departure from Acapulco 
on the 14th of March new ſtile. This laft 
news gave great joy to the officers and ſailors, 
who had no doubt of her falling into their 
hands, and it would be of much greater ad- 
vantage to ſeize her on her return, than it 
would have been to have taken her before her 
urival, as the ſpecie for which ſhe had fold her 
cargo, and which ſhe would now have on 
board, would be much more valuable than the 
ego itſelf, great part of which would be of 
10 uſe to the Exgliſb. 

Being now ſatisſied that the day was fixed 
for the departure of the galleon from Acapulco, 
they waited with the utmoſt impatience for 
that important moment. As they received 


| this intelligence by the return of the barge on 
| the 19th of Fe 


, and as the galleon was 
not to fail till the 3d of March, the Commo- 
tore, in order to prevent his being ſeen from 
the ſhore, reſolved to continue the greateſt 
part of the intermediate time, on his preſent 
fation to the weſtward of Acapulco, and during 
this interval the ſailors were employed in ſcrub- 
bing and cleanſing the ſhip's bottoms, and in 


bringing them into the moſt advantageous 
tnm 


On the firft of March, the time for the de- 
prture of the galleon drawing nigh, the Com- 
odore had all the thips ranged in a circular 
Ine, each ſhip being * leagues diſtant from 
he next, ſo that the Carmelo and the Carmin, 
—_— M 2 which 
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which were the two extremes, were 12 lea 
removed from each other, and as the galleon 
might doubtleſs be diſcerned at fix leagues 
diſtance from either extremity, the whole 
ſweep of the ſquadron, within which nothing 
could paſs undiſcovered, was 24 leagues in ex- 
tent, and yet they were ſo connected by ſignals, 
as to be caſily and ſpeedily informed of what 
was ſeen in any part of the line. To prevent 
even the poſſibility of the galleon's eſcaping 
in the night, the two cutters belonging to 
the Centuricn and Gloucefter were both manned 
and ſent in ſhore, and commanded to lie at 
four or five leagues diſtance from the entrance 
of the port, where; upon account of their 
ſmallneſs, it would be impoſſible to diſcover 
them; but in the night, they were to ftand 
nearer to the harbour's mouth, and as the 
morning approached, to return back to their 
ſtation Tor the day. When the cutters ſhould | 
diſcern the Manila ſhip, one of them was to 
return to the ſquadron to make a ſignal whe- 
ther the galleon ſtood to the eaſtward or the 
weſtward, while the other was to follow the 
galleon at a diſtance; and if it grew dak 
to direct the ſquadron in their chace by ſhew- 
ing falſe fires. | 

In ſhort, having taken all poſſible methods 
to prevent the Manila ſhip from eſcaping, they 
waited with the utmoſt impatience for the 3d 
of March; and that day no ſooner began to 
dawn, than every perſon on board had his eyes 
fixed towards Acapulco, and neither the duties 
of the men on board, nor the calls of 0 
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could eaſily divert them from it; but to their 
extreme vexation both that day and the ſuc- 
ceeding night paſſed over without any news of 
the galleon. They however flattered them- 
ſelves, that ſome unforeſeen accident, had oc- 
caſioned her departure to be deferred for a 
ſew days; which was not improbable, as it 
was uſual for the Viceroy to defer the time of 
her ſailing on the petition of the merchants of 
Mexico. 'Thus they kept up their hopes and 
nigilance, and as the 7th March was the 
beginning of paſſion- weck, which is fo ſtrict- 
ly obſerved by the Spaniards that no ſhip 1s 

itted to ſtir out of port, they deterred 
their expectations till the week following, 
when their hopes became as ſanguine as ever; 
but in a week's time their eagerneſs greatly 


| abated, a general dejection and deſpondency 
wok place in its room, and the people began 
| tobe perſuaded, that the enemy had diſcover- 


ed their being on the coaſt. Indeed this opi- 
nion was but too juſt, for they afterwards 
learnt, that the barge had been teen from the 
ſhore, when ſhe had been ſent upon the diſ- 
covery of the port of Acapulcs ; and as no em- 
barkations but canoes ever frequented that 
coaſt, the Spaniards conſidered it as a ſuflicient 
proof that the Exgliſh ſquadron was not far di- 


tant, and therefore ſtopt the galleons till the 


ſucceeding year. 

The Commodore now formed a plan for the 
taking of Acapulco; but the town was too well 
defended, to be carried by an open attack, 
ad therefore he propoſed to ſet fail in the 

| M 3 even- 
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evening, time enough to arrive at the in 
the night ; and having boldly entered het bar. 
bour's mouth, he intended to have put 200 
men on ſhore in his boats, who were imme. 
diately to attempt the fort, while he with 
his ſhips were employed in firing upon the 
town and the other batteries. But when he 
began to enquire into ſuch circumſtances as 
were neceſſary to be conſidered, in order to 
conduct the execution of this plan, he found 
it was attended with an inſuperable difficulty, 
for nearer in-ſhore there was always a dead 
calm for the greateſt part of the night, and 
towards morning, when the gales ſprung up, 
it conſtantly blew off the land, which render- 
ed his arrival at Acapulco before day-light ab- 

ſolutely impoſſible. | 
However, as there was yet no certain intel- 
ligence of their departure being deferred till 
the next year, the Commodore thought it pru- 
dent to continue cruizing on his — 2 ſtation 
as long as the neceſſary attention to his ſtores 
of wood and water, and to the proper ſeaſon 
for his paſſage to China would give him leave. 
However, the cutters returning on the 24th 
of March, and all the ſhips being joined, the 
Commodore made a ſignal to ſpeak with their 
commanders, when enquiry being made into 
the ſtock of freſh water remaining on 
the ſquadron, it was found neceſſary to quit 
the ſtation in order to procure a freſh ſupply, 
and the harbour of Seguataneio or Chegaetan, 
being the neareſt, it was reſolved to fail thi- 
thither, but leſt the galleon on having certain 
in- 
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utelligence of their being at Cheguetan, ſhould 

io out to ſea, the Centurion's cutter, under the 
command of Mr. Hughes, the Lieutenant of 
the Tryal's Prize, was ordered to cruize 24 
days off the port of Acapulco, that if the gal- 
lon ſhould ſail in that interval, they might 
de ſpeedily informed of it. 

The ſquadron now plied to the weſt to gain 
their intended port, but being often interrupt- 
ed by ſtorms and adverſe currents, the men 
vere employed in theſe intervals in taking the 
noſt valuable part of the cargoes out of the 
Carmelo and Carmin prizes, which the Com- 
modore reſolved to deſtroy as ſoon as they 
were cleared. On the firſt of April they were 
advanced ſo far towards Seguataneio, that the 


Commodore thought proper to ſend out two 


boats to diſcover the watering place, when 


| they being gone ſome days, their water was fo 


hort, that had they not met with a daily 
fupply of turtle, which prevented their being 
confined, to ſalt proviſions, they muſt have ſut- 
fered extremely in ſo warm a climate ; but 
their uneaſineſs was happily ended by the 
boats returning on the 5th of April, when 
they had not ten days water on board ; the 
whole ſquadron, having about ſeven miles to 
the weſt of the rocks of Seguataneio, met with 
2 place fit for their purpoſe, which appeared 
to be the port of Cheguetan, and theſe boats be- 
ing ſent out again the next day to ſound the 
ur and its entrance, returned with the 
report that it was free from danger, on which 
the ſquadron immediately ſtood for it, * 
ce 
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the Centurion and, Gloucefter caſt anchor there 
the ſame evening. 


CCC 


CHAT. . 


A Deſcription of the Harbeur of Chequetan, 
and the adjacent Country. The Torpedo Fiſh, 
and other Animals and Vegetables of the Coun- 
try deſcribed. The Tryal's Pnze the Carmelo 
ann Carmin /cutiled and burnt. 


HE port of Chequetan is a place of 
conſiderable conſequence, fince it is 
the only ſecure harbour except Acapulco in 
a vaſt extent of coaſt, It lies in 17 36 north 
latitude, and is about 3o leagues to the weſt- 
ward of Acapulco, from which laſt town there 
is a bank of ſand, which extends 18 leagues to 
the weſtward, againſt which the ſea breaks fo 
violently, that it is impoſſible to land in any 
part of it with boats, yet the ground is ſo clean, 
that in the fair ſeaſon, ſhips may anchor at the 
diſtance of a mile or two from the ſhore. The 
land which joins to this beach 1s generally low, 
planted with a great number of trees, 
full of villages, and on the tops of ſeveral ſmall 
eminences there are ſeveral watch-towers. 
The part which is cultivated extends ſome 
leagues back into the country, where it ſeems 
to 6 bounded by a chain of mountains, which 
on either fide of Acapulco ſtretch to a conſider- 
able diſtauce, and, indeed, the whole face 2 
f he 
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the country affords a very agreeable proſpect; 
hat it is remarkable that in all this ex- 
tent, which appears the moſt populous and 
beſt planted of the whole coaſt, there are to be 
ſen, neither boats nor canoes either for coaft- 
ing, fiſhing, or for pleaſure ; which is probably 
occaſioned by all kinds of ſmall craft being 
prohibited by the government to prevent 
ſmuggling. There is no other method of find- 
ing this harbour at a conſiderable diſtance from 
the coaſt, than that of making it by the lati- 
tude, for there are ſo many ranges of moun- 
tains within land, riſing one upon the back of 
the other, that no drawings of the appearance 
of the coaſt can be in the leaſt depended upon 
when off at ſea, for every trifling change of 
diſtance, or variation of poſition, brings new 


mountains in view, and produces different pro- 


ſpects. | 
As the country appeared to be ſo well peo- 


and cultivated, the Commodore was in 
* of eaſily procuring ſome freſh proviſions 

other refreſhments, and therefore the 
morning after he came to an anchor, ordered a 
party of 40 men well armed, t# march into 
country to diſcover ſome town or vil- 
and to ſettle a correſpondence with the 
itants; for it was not doubted, that if 
this intercourſe was but once begun, he 
ſhould allure them to bring whatever fruits or 
freſh proviſions were in their power, Theſe 
men were directed to behave with the greateſt 
circumſpection, and to ſhew as little appear- 
ance of any thing like hoſtility as Any 
. ut 
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But this attempt to open on amiable 


with the inhabitants, proved ineffcQual; for | 


towards the evening, this party returned great. 
ly fatigued, by their unuſual exerciſe, and 
ſome of them ſo far ſpent, that they had faint. 
ed on the road, and were obliged to be bro 
back, upon the ſhoulders of their companions, 
When they had proceeded near five miles from 
the harbour, the road divided between the 
mountains into two branches, one of which 
turned to the eaſt, and cond ruſs the weſt, 
when agreeing to continue their march 

the eaſtern road, it led them into a large lain 
one fide of which they diſcovered a ſentinel on 
horſeback, with a piſtol in his hand. When they 
firſt faw him, they ſuppoſed he was aſleep, for 
his horſe ſtarted at the glittering of their arms, 
and ſuddenly turning round, run off with his 


maſter, who though he was very near __ | 
wi 


unhorſed, recovered his ſeat, and eſca 


only the loſs of his hat and his piſtol, which | 


he on the ground. The party 
dae iir in hopes of diſcovering the vi 

or habitation to which he ſhould retreat; 
after fatiguing themſelves in vain, ſoon lol 
ſight of him. 

Being — to return without making 
ſome diſcovery, they followed the track they 
were in, till the heat of the day in | 
and finding no water to quench their thi 
they reſolved to return back ; however, that 
no means might be left untried of procuring 
ſome intercourſe with the people, the officers 
ſtuck up ſeveral poles in the road, to which 

| were 
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| boats towards the 
| (entally caſting his eyes acroſs the bay, he ob- 
| krved on the oppo 
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tere affixed declarations, written in Spaniſh, 
a order to encourage the inhabitants to come 
o the harbour to traffick with the ſquadron, 
id filled with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of a kind 
reception, and faithful payment for all the pro- 
nhons they brought. But this meaſure, how- 
wer prudent, was ineftetual, for none of the 

e came down to the ſhips during their 
continuance at the port of Chequetan. 

Upon this occaſion, it is proper to obſerve, 
in order to give ſome idea of the timidity of 
the inhabitants of this country ; that ſome time 
ther the Commodore's arrival at Cheguetan, he 
kat Lieutenant Brett, with two boats under his 
command, to examine the coaſt to the eatt- 
yard, and particularly to make obſervations 
on the bay and watering-place of Petaplan. Mr. 
Brett was preparin £ to land with one of the 

ill of Pataplan, when acci- 


ſite ſtrand, three ſmall ſqua- 
tons of horſe, which ſeemed to advance to- 
wards the place where here propoſed to land. 
Upon which, though he had but ſixteen men 
mth him, he boldly put off the boat, and ſtood 
over the bay, in order to face them, and was ſoon 
dear enough to perceive that they were mount- 
el on good horſes, and armed with carbines 
and lances. On ſeeing him thus advance, they 
formed upon the beach, fired ſeveral diſtant 
Rot at him as he drew near, and ſeemed de- 
termined to diſpute his landing, till at laſt the 
boat coming within a reaſonable diſtance from 


de moſt advanced ſquadron ; Mr. Bret? _—_ 
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his men to fire, when this reſolute cavalry im. 
mediately fled with great confuſion, through 2 
ſmall opening into the wood. In this 
flight, one of their horſes falling down, threw 
his rider, but both the man and horſe were 
ſoon up again, and followed the reſt. The 
two other ſquadrons, were in the mean time 
calm ſpeQators of the rout of their comrades, 
for having halted on Mr. Brett's firſt approach, 
they continued drawn up at a great diſtance 
behind, out of the reach of the ſhot. Had 
theſe men concealed themſelves till the boat's 
crew were landed, it is ſcarcely poſſible but 
they muft all have fallen into their hands, as 
the Spaniards amounted to near 200, and the 
whole number with Mr. Breit was only fixteen, 
The Commodore finding his attempt to pre- 
vail on the people to furniſh the ſquadron 
with neceſſaries unſucceſsful, deſiſted from any 
other endeavours of that kind, and the peo- 
ple were contented with what they could = 
curefor themſelves in the neighbourhood of the 
port where they caught breams,cavallies, foals, 
mullets, fiddle-fiſh, ſea-eggs and lobſters, and 
in this place alone, they met with that remark- 
able fiſh called the torpedo, which is a flat 
fiſh, like a thornback, and ſo nearly re- 
ſembles the fiddle-fiſh, that it can be only di- 
ſtinguiſhed from it by a brown circular ſpot, 
of the ſize of a crown piece near the center of it 


back. The tropedo poduces very ſurpriſing ef- 


fects on the human frame. For whoever handles | q 


or even ſets his foot upon it, is immediately 
ſeized with a numbneſs over his whole _ 
ut 
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but more particularly in that limb, which was 
in immediate contact with it. Mr. Valter, ob- 
ſerves, that he himſelf had a conſiderable de- 
of numbneſs conveyed to his right arm, 
touching it for a ſhort time with a walking 
cane, and he makes no doubt bat that he 
hould have been much more ſenſibly affected, 
had not the fiſh been almoſt at the point of 
death, when he made the experiment ; fince 
it is obſervable, that this influence acts with 
moſt vigour upon the fiſh's being firſt taken 
out of the water, and entirely ceaſes as ſoon 
as It is dead, when it may be handled, or even 
eaten without the leaſt inconvenience. The 
numbneſs of Mr. Walter's arm, upon this oc- 
calion, diminiſhed gradually, ſo that he had 
ſome remains of it till the next day. 
The principal animals they met with on 
ſhore were guanoes, with which the country 


| abounds, and by ſome are reckoned delicious 


food. They ſaw no other beaſts of prey but 
alligators, none of which were very large. 
They were however convinced that there were 
many tygers in the woods, though none of 
them came in fight, for every morning the 
= of their feet were very viſible on the 

ch near the watering-place, but they ap- 
prehended no danger from them, ſince they are 
not near ſo fierce as the African or Aſiatic ty- 
gers, and are ſeldom, if ever known to attack 
mankind. They had plenty of birds, and par- 


| ticularly pheaſants of various kinds, ſome of 


which were remarkably large, but they were 


all dry and taſteleſs food. "They frequenty kil- 
Vor. VIE. N — 


led 
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led parrots for food, and ſaw a great variety of 
ſmall birds. 

They found great ſcarcity of fruits and ve. 
etable refreſhments and theſe were not of the 
| kinds. Tis true, there were a few buſhes 

ſcattered about the woods, which ſupplied the 
ſquadron with limes, but the men could ſcarce- 
ly procure enough for their preſent uſe. There 
was alſo a ſmall plumb of an agreeable acid, 
which in Jamaica is called the hog-plumb, and 
another fruit called a papah, and theſe were the 
only fruits to be found in the woods; nor was 
there any other vegetable worth notice, except 
brook-lime, which grows near the freſh water 
banks in great quantities, though it was ex- 
tremely bitter, and unpalatable, yet as it was 
eſteemed an antiſcorbutic, they frequently fed 
upon it. 

During their ſtay at this place, an incident 
happened, which proved the means of convin- 
cing their friends in England of their ſafety. 
From the harbour of Cheguetan, there was but 
one narrow path, which led through the woods 
into the country, and was the only avenue by 
which the Spaniards could approach them, and 
therefore to prevent their being difturbed by 
any ſudden attack of the enemy's horſe, and to 
hinder the people from ſtraggling ſingly into the 
country, where they might be ſurpriſed by the 
Spaniards, the Commodore cauſed ſeveral large 
trees to be felled, and laid one upon another 
a-croſs the path, at ſome diſtance beyond the 


ſpring-head ; and at this barricadoe, they con- 


ſtantly kept a guard, which had orders to let 
| no 
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ty of | no perſon whatſoever paſs beyond their pct. 
But notwithſtanding the precaution, Lewis Leger, 
| ve- | the Commodore's cook was miſſing, and he be- 
f the ing a F renchman,and under the falvicion of be- 
uſhes | inga papiſt, it was at firſt concluded that he had 
rted, with a view of betraying all he knew 
arce- | tothe enemy, though by the event, this was 
here | found to be an ill- grounded ſurmiſe ; for he 
acid, | had been taken by — Indians, who had car- 
and | ried him priſoner to Acapulco, whence he was 
e the | ſent to Mexico, and thence to Vera Cruz, where 
was | he was put on board a veſſel bound to 0% 
ecept | Spain. But this veſſel being by ſome accident 
vater _ to put into Li/ben, Leger eſcaped 
on ſhore, and was ſent from thence by the 
was | Britiþ Conſul to England, where he brought 
y fed the firſt authentic account of the Commodore's 
| faſety, and of his principal tranſactions in the 
ident South Seas. 
Win- | The account he gave of his ſeizure was, that 
fety. | he had rambled into the woods at ſome di- 
s but | flance from the barricadoe, where he had at firſt 
'oods | attempted to paſs, but had been ſtopt, and 
e by | threatned to be puniſhed. That his principal 
, and | view was to gather a quantity of limes for his 
d by | maſter's ſtore ; but while he was thus employ- 
nd to | ed, he was ſuddenly ſurpriſed by four Indians 
othe | who ſtripped him naked, and in that condition 
y the | conducted him to Acapulco, where he was ex- 
large | poſed to the ſcorching heat of the ſun, which 
other | then ſhone with its greateſt violence : That his 
1 the | treatment in priſon at Mexico was very ſevere, 
con- | and that all the time of his captivity, the Spa- 
o let | nard gave him a continual proof of the ha- 
no | N 2 a tred 


136 Commodore Ax sox's VOYAGE 


tred they bear to all who endeavour to diſturb 
them on the coaſts of the South Seas. 

It muſt here be obſerved, that though the 
enemy never appeared in view, while the ſqua- 
dron lay at anchor in the harbour, yet thoſe 
on board could eaſily perceive, that lar x 
ties of them were encamped in the. woods; for 
they could ſee their ſmokes ; and juſt before 
they left the place, they ſeemed by the increaſe 
of their fires, to have had a large reinforce. 
ment. 

They here compleated the unloading of the 
Carmelo and Carmin, out of which they only 
took the indico, cocoa, and cochineal, with 
ſome iron for ballaſt, though they did not a- 
mount to a tenth of their cagoes, and the un- 
loading of theſe prizes, together with the 
wooding and watering being compleated, the 


Tryal's Prize, with the Carmelo and Carmin were | 


towed on ſhore, and ſcuttled on the 27th of 
April, and a quantity of combuſtible ma- 
terials were diſtributed in their upper works; 
the next morning the Centurion and Glouceſter 
weighed anchor, when having reached the 
offing, one of the boats was diſpatched back 
to ſet fire to the prizes, which was according- 
ly executed. 

This being done a canoe was left fixed to 2 
grapnel in the midſt of tbe harbour, in which 
was a bottle well corked, containing a letter to 
Mr. Hughes, who commanded the cutter, which 
had been o dered to cruiſe before the port 
of Acapulco, when the ſquadron quitted that 
ſtation. This letter directed Mr, Hughes to re- 


turn 
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tara to his former ſtation, where he would find 
Mr. Anſon, who reſolved to cruize for him there 
2 certain number of days, after which it was 
added, that the Commodore would return to 
the ſouth ward to join the reſt of the ſquadron. 
Theſe laſt words were inſerted to deceive the 
Spaniards in caſe they got the canoe in their 
poſſeſſion, as they afterwards learned that they 
did, but could not impoſe on Mr. Huzhes, who 
was ſenſible that the Commodore had no other 
ſquadron to join, nor the leaft intention of 
ſteering back to Peru. 

As they had now no farther views in the 
American ſeas, it was no ſmall mortification to 
them to be detained by the abſence of the cut- 
ter, the time of whoſe return was now conſi- 
derably elapſed, and this made it neceſſary for 
them to ſail towards Acapulco in ſearch of her, 


| and, indeed, it was ſuſpected that ſhe had been 
diſcovered from the ſhore, and that the governor 


of Acapulco had ſent out a ſufficient force to 
ſeize her, which was no very difficult enter- 
priſe as ſhe carried but fix hands. This how- 
ever being only conjecture, the Commodore 
ſtood along the coaſt to the eaſtward in ſearch 
of her, and to prevent her paſſing by in the 
dark brought to every night. The Gloucefter 
who was ſtationed a league nearer the ſhore 
than the Centurien, carried a light, which if 
the cutter kept along ſhore, ſhe would not fail 
of perceiving it, and as a further ſecurity, both 
the Centurion and Gleucefter alternately ſhewed 
two falſe fires every half hour. 

N 3 being 
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Being at length advanced within three 1 
of Acapulco, without _— the cutter, 
gave her over for loſt, which beſides their com- 
paſſion for their 12 on account of what 
they might have ſuffered, was a misfortune 
which greatly concerned them on account of 
their ſcarcity of hands, ſince the cutter's crew 
conſiſted of ſix men, and the Lieutenant, who 
were picked out for the ſervice, and were ſkil. 
ful ſeamen, and every one of them of tried 
reſolution. However as it was generally be. 
lieved that they were taken wt carried into 
Acapulco, the Commodore as he had many Sa- 
niſh and Indian priſoners and ſick negroes in his 
poſſeſſion, wrote a letter the ſame day to the 
Governor of that town to inform him, that he 
would releaſe them all, provided the Governor 
would only return the cutter's crew. This 
letter was carried by a yo officer, who was 
furniſhed with a launch belonging to one of the 
prizes, and a crew of ſix other priſoners, who 
gave their parole for their return. The Spa- 
ziſþ officer alſo carried with him a petition fign- 
ed by all the other priſoners, beſeeching the 
Governor to comply with the terms propoſed 
for their liberty. 

From the number of the priſoners, and the 

uality of ſome of them, it was not doubted 
that the Governor would readily agree to Mr. 
Auſon's propoſal ; and, therefore, they kept 
near the land in order to receive an anſwer at 
the limitted time, but both on that day and the 
day following, they were driven ſo far out to 
ſea that they could not expect any — 
r 


— 
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reach them, and the fourth day after the pro- 

ſal was ſent, they were fourteen leagues Come 
the harbour of Acapulce, but the wind being 
favourable they preſſed forwards with all their 
fail, and hoped to get within the land that af- 
ternoon. 

While they were thus ſtanding the ſentinel 
from the maſt- head, called out that he faw 
2 boat under ſail at a conſiderable diſtance to 
the fouth-ceaſt. This they did not doubt con- 
tained the Governor's anſwer to the Commo- 
dore's meſſage, and inſtantly edged towards 
ber; but on their nearer approach, they found 
to their unſpeakable joy, that it was their own 
cutter. While at a Libance, they imagined 
that ſhe had been diſcharged by the Governor 
out of the port of Acapulco; but when ſhe 
drew nearer, the pale and meagre countenances 
of the crew, the length of their beards, and 
the feeble tone of their voices convinced every 
one that they had endured much greater hard- 
ſps than they could have ſuffered, even from 
the ſeverities of a Spaniſh priſon. They were 
obliged to be helped into the ſhip, and to be 
inſtantly put to bed, but by reſt and the nou- 
nſhing diet with which they were plentifully 
ſupplied from the Commodore's table, they re- 
covered their health and vigour. | 

Theſe poor men had kept the ſea the whole 
time of their abſence, which was above fix 
weeks. When they had finiſhed their cruize 
before Acapulco, they begun to ply to the weſt- 
ward in order to join the ſquadron, but a ſtrong 


adverſe current forced them down the wa + 
2 
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the eaſtward, and at length their water being 
all expended, they were obliged to ſearch the 
coaſt farther to the eaſtward in queſt of a con- 
venient landing-place, in order to get a freſh 
ſupply. But in this diſtreſs they ran upwards 
of 80 leagues to the leeward, but ey 
where found ſo large a ſurf, that there was not 
the leaſt poſſibility of their landing. Some days 
they paſſed in this dreadful ſituation, during 
which they had no other means of allaying their 
thirſt, than catching turtle and ſucking their 
blood, till at laſt the heat of the climate ren- 
dering their ſufferings inſupportable, they a- 
bandoned themſelves to deſpair, from the firm 
belief, that they ſhould periſh by the moſt ter- 
rible of all deaths; but in this dreadful exi- 
gence, providence ſent them a moſt unexpected 
relief, for there fell ſo heavy a rain, that on 
ſpreading their ſails horizontally, and putting 
bullets in the centres of them to draw them to 
a point, they caught as much water as filled 
all their caſks, and immediately upon this hap- 
py ſupply, being favoured by a ſtrong current, 
they ſtood to the weſtward in queſt of the Com- 
modore, and joined the Centurion in leſs than 
50 hours, after an abſence of 43 days. 

Mr. Auen now reſolved not to diſappoint 
the hopes of the priſoners; but to reſtore them 
to the liberty he had promiſed them, and there- 
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* The Buccaneer writers have had the afſur- 
ance to pretend that there are harbours and conv 
ment <watering-places within theſe limits, 


fore, 
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fore, they were all immediately embarked in 
wo launches which had belonged to the prizes, 
nd leaſt the wind ſhould prove unfavourable, 

were allowed a ſtock of water and pro- 
rifions. Thoſe releaſed were 57 in number, the 
greateſt part of them being Spaniards, and the 
reſt Indians and ſick negroes ; but as the crevrs 
were very weak, Mr. Anson kept the ſtouteſt 
of the negroes, a few Indians and the Mulattces. 
They afterwards learnt that the two launches 
arived ſafe at Acapulco, where all the priſoners 
extolled the humanity with which they had 
been treated. But before their arnval, the 
Governor it ſeems had returned an obliging 
anſwer to the Commodore's letter, and at the 
fame time ſent out two boats laden with the 
choicelt refreſhments, and proviſions, that could 
be procured at Acapulco: But the boats not 
finding the Engliſb ſhips, were at length obliged 
to return, after meeting with a ſtorm, in which 


they were forced to throw all their proviſions 
overboard. 
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The Centurion and Glouceſter depart for Ching, 
and again loſe many Hands by the Scurgy, 
The Glouceſter di/abled by a Storm and burg, 
Their arrival at Tinian. A Deſcription of | 
that Hand. The Centurion drove out 5 


Sea. 


T HEIR ſending away the priſoners was 
the laſt tranſaction on the American coaſt, 
for immediately on their parting with them, 
the Centurion and Glouceſter made fail to the 
ſouth-weſt with a view of meeting with a north- 
eaſt trade wind, which the accounts of former 
writers had taught them to expect at the di- 
ſtance of 70 or 80 leagues from the land, and 
on the 6th of May, they for the laſt time loft 
ſight of the mountains of Mexico, with the 
hopes of reaching the eaſtermoſt iſles of Afain 
two months. Nowithſtanding all their en- 
deavours to come in with the trade _ by 
tting into the latitude of 13 or 14 de 

gel the Pacific —4.. is moſt uſcally 
croſſed, all their efforts proved unſucceſsful, ſo 
that it was ſeven weeks from their leavin 
the coaſt till they got into the true trade wind. 
By this time both ſhips became extremely 
crazy, and ſoon after a ſpring was diſcovered 
in the fore-maſt of the Centurion, and no ſooner 
was it ſecured by the carpenter's fiſhing it, m 

e 
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te Glouceſter made a ſignal of diſtreſs, and in- 
armed the Commodore that ſhe had ſo dan- 
us a ſpring in the main-maſt, that ſhe 
auld not carry any fail upon it, and that being 
aceſſively rotten, it was found neceſſary to cut 
of it away. Theſe accidents occaſionin 

tay, and the ſcurvy 3 to make freſh 
kavock amongſt the deaf e, they began to be 
n the greateſt anxiety about their future ſafety, 
ad to preſent before their eyes the melunchetly 
rolped. either of dying with the ſcurvy, or 
of periſhing with the ſhip for want of hands to 
urigate her. They had indeed been willing to 
telieve that in this warm climate fo different 
fom that they had felt in paſſing round Cape 
Hern, the violence of this diſeaſe and its fata- 
ity might in ſome degree be mitigated. It 
had been generally preſumed that ſupplies of 
rater and freſh proviſions effectually prevented 
this diſtemper, and that keeping the hips clean 
add airy between decks, were even alone ſuf- 
kcient to prevent the ſcurvy, or to mitigate 
ts virulence. But though they had a conſider- 
able ſtock of freſh proviſions aboard, which were 
the hogs and fowls taken at Payta, though 
they almoſt daily caught abundance of dolphins, 
Abicores, and bonitos, and the unſettled ſea- 
ſon that deprived them of the benefit of the 
wind proved ſo rainy, that they were 
enabled to fill their water caſks as faſt as they 
were emptied, and each man had five pints 
of water conſtantly allowed him every day; 
tho* freſh proviſions were diſtributed amongſt 
de fick, and the whole crew often fed ** 
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1ih, and though during the latter part of the 
run they kept all their ports open, and tock 
uncommon pains in ſweetening the ſhips, yet 
nothing could ſtop the progreſs or abate the 
malignity of the diſeaſe. 

At length upon their reaching the trade 
wind, which ſettled between the north and 
eaſt, it ſeldom blew with ſuch ſtrength, but 
that the Centurion might have carried all he 
mall fails abroad without the leait danger, fo 
that ſhe might have run down the longitude 
apace, but the Glouce/ter by loſing the beſt part of 
her main-maſt, ſailed ſo very heavily, that the 
Centurion loft little leſs than a month by attend. 
ing upon her, and at length being entirely 
ditabled by a ſtorm, the Commodore, after 
having her examined, ſent an order to Captain 
M-tchcl to put his people on board the Ca- 
vurion, as expeditiouſly as poſſible, which was 
immediately performed, and it was with the 
createſt difficulty, that the prize money, which 
the Clouceſter had taken in the South Seas, wa 
ſecured and tent on board the Centurion; but 
the prize goods in the Gu Er, which 2. 


mounted to ſeveral thouſand pounds value, 


were entirely loſt, nor could any more prov 
ſions be got out, than five caſks of flour, three 
of which were ſpoilt by the falt water. When 
this was performed, her crew were fo greatly 
reduced by the ſcurvy, that ſhe had only 77 
men, 18 boys and two priſoners alive, out 0i 
which number there were no more that 16 men 
and 11 boys able to keep the deck, and ſeveral 
of cheſe were very ill. "The Claucefier wa 

cleared 
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cleared of every thing that was propoſed to be 
removed on the 15th of Auguſt, and then ſet 
on fire ; but ſhe continued burning the whole 
night, ſo that — her guns fired ſucceſive y 
25 the flames reached them, yet ſhe did not 
blow up till fix in the morning, when the 
Centurion was about four leagues diſtant. Ihe 

rt ſhe made was but ſmall, though tae 
blaſt produced a very black pillar of ſmoke, 
which ſhot up to a very cↄnſiderable height in 
the air. 

The Centurion being now freed from the de- 
lys occaſioned by the frequent diſaſters which 
happened to the Gloucefter, might have been 
expected to have proceeded much briiker then 
ſhe had hitherto done; but the people on 
board that ſhip had ſtill great diſtreſſes to 
ſtruggle with; for the ſtorm, which had proved 
ſo fatal to that veſſel, had driven them to the 
northward of their intended courſe, and the 
current ſetting the ſame way after the weather 
had abated, had forced them a degree or tx 
farther, ſo that they were near four degrees to 
the north of the parallel they had propoſed to 
keep, in order to reach the iſland of Ca», 
and as they were ignorant how near they 
were to the meridian of the Ladrorr, they ap- 
r that they might be driven to the 

ard of them by the current without per- 
ceiving them. In which caſe, the only lan 
they could make, would be ſome of the 
eaſtern parts of A/a, where the weſtern mon- 
ſoon, being in its full force, it would be im- 
poſſible for them to get in, and indeed, they 

Yor, VII. 0 were 
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were in ſuch a languiſhing condition, that the 
could expect nothing but their being deſtroyed 


by the ſcurvy, long before they could compleat 
ſo extenſive a navigation. For now no day 
paſſed in which they did not bury eight or ten, 
and ſometimes 12 of their men, and thoſewho 
had ſlill continued healthy began to ſicken 
apace. To add to their diſtreſs, they had a 
very conſiderable leak, which, however, was 
at laſt diſcovered, and though it was found 
impoſſible to ſtop it, it was at length re- 
duced. 

They had conſidered the calm during which 
the currents had driven them to the north, as 
a dreadful misfortune ; but a gale ſpringing up 
from the ſouth-weſt, — their condition 
ſtill worſe, as it was directly oppoſite to the 
courſe they deſired to ſteer. However, on the 
22d of Auguſt, they had the ſatisfaction to find 
that the current was ſhifted and ſet them to 
the ſouthward, and the-next morning at day- 
break, they were chearcd with the ſight of two 
iſlands to the weſt. As they had till then been 
ſeized with an univerſal dejection, from their 
almoſt deſpairing of ever again ſeeing land, 
this diſcovery raiſed their drooping ſpirits, 
and gave them inexpreſſible joy. The neareſt 
of theſe iſlands was Auctacum, which appeared 
to be full 15 leagues diſtance, and ſeemed to 
be high land, the other was the iſland of Se- 
nean, which had the appearance of a rock. 
They were very impatient to get in with the 
\ neareſt 'iſland, where they hoped to find an- 
choring ground, and refreſhment for their 2 

u 


land, 
irits, 
eareſt 
eared 
ed to 
Ff Se- 
rock. 
h the 
1 an- 
ſick; 

but 


and their deſpondency was increaſed, when as 


| ſending the boat on ſhore to 
' for the refreſhment of the ſick, the wind blew 
ſo ſtrong off ſhore, that they were driven too 


„ 
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but the wind proving variable they advanced 
but lowly. However, the next day at noon, 
they were within four miles of Anatacan, when 
the boat was ſent out to examine the anchoring 
ground, and the produce of the place, but in 
the evening when the boat returned, they 
were informed, that there was no road for a 
ſhip to anchor in; that ſome of the crew had 
with difiiculty landed, and found that the 

und was every where covered with a kind 
of wild cane or ruſh ; that they had ſeen groves 
of cocoa-nut trees ; but had met with no water. 
This account occaſioned a general melancholly, 


they were plying under their top- ſails, in order 
to get nearer to the iſland with an intention of 
t cocoa- nuts 


far to the ſouthward to venture to ſend off 
their boat, and now the only means of pre- 
ſerving them from periſhing were their falling 
in with ſome other of the Ladrene iſlands. But 
as their knowledge of them was extremely im- 
perfect, they were to truit intirely to chance 
for their guidance. 

On the 26th of Auguſt in the morning they 
loſt ſight of the iſland of Aratacar, dreading - 
that 1t was the laſt land they ſhould ever ſee ; 
but the next morning they diſcovered to the 
eaſtward three other ulands, at between 10 and 
14 leagues diſtance, which were the iſlands of 
Saypan, Tinion, and Aguigan, upon which they 
immediately ſteered towards Tinian, the middle- 

O 2 moſt 
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moſt of the three; but had ſuch a calm; that 
though they were aſſiſted * the currents, they 
were the next morning advanced no nearer 
tian within five leagues of it. They how- 
ever kept on their courſe, and about ten o'clock 
perc-ived a proa under fail between Tinian 
and Agaigan. As this gave them reaſon to 
believe that theſe iſlands were inhabited, and 
they well kaew that the Spaniards had always 
an armed force at Guam, they muſtered all 
their hands that were capable of ſtanding to 
their arms, in order to diſguiſe their wretched 
cireumſtances, and the more caſily to procure 
intelligence, ſhewed Spaniſh colours, and hoiſted 
a red flag at the fore-top-maſt-head, hoping 
by this means to make the Centurion paſs for 
the AMazxila galleon, and to decoy ſome of the 
inhabitants on board. At three in the after. 
noon the Commodore ſent the cutter to find 
out a proper birth for the ſhip, and it was ſoon 
perceived that a proa taking the Centurion for 
the Manila ſhip, put off from the iſland to meet 
the cutter, and the cutter returning with the 
proa in tow, the pinnace was inſtantly ſent to 
bring the priſoners on board. Thoſe taken 
were a Spaniard and four Indians, and the 
Spariard being immediately examined, his ac- 
count of the iſland ſurpaſſed their molt ſan- 
guine hopes. He informed them that it was un- 
inhabited, which, conſidering their defenceleſs 


condition, was of great conſequence to them, 


and yet that there were wanting but few of the 
accommodations that might be procured 1n the 
moſt cultivated country. That there was 

| plenty 


Rox xb Th WORLD. 149 


lenty of good water, and an incredible num- 
3 of cattle, hogs, and poultry, running wild, 
and all of them excellent in their kind; that 
the woods afforded great plenty of lemons, 
limes, ſweet and ſour oranges, and cocoa- nuts, 
beſides a fruit peculiar to theſe iſlands, which 
ſerved inſtead of bread, and that the Spaniards 
at Guam made uſe of the iſland as a ſtore for 
ſupplying the garriſon, on which account he 
was ſent thither with two Indians to jerk beef, 
which he was to carry to Gram in a {mall bark 
that lay at anchor near the ſhore. 

This account was received with inexpreſſiible 


joy, and they were now near enough to per- 


ceive large herds of cattle feeding in different 
parts of the iſland, and the appearance of the 


| ſhore would not ſuffer them to doubt of the 
reſt of his narration. 


The proſpect of the 
country, inſtead of reſembling a {place uninha- 
bited and without cultivation, icemed to be 
laid out with great {kill in ſpacious lawns, and 
ately woods, and the whole ſo artfully com- 
bined, and fo judiciouſly adapted to the ſlopes 
of the hills and the inequalities of the ground, 
25 to produce a molt ſtriking effect, and to do 
honour to the invention of the contriver. Thus 
were they providentially brought to this de- 
lghtful iſland, by means, which they at firſt ſight 
bad conſidered as the greateſt of misfortunes ; 
for had they not been driven by thoſe contrary 
mnds and currents which had filled them with 


the moſt terrible apprehenſions, to the north- / 


ward of their courſe, they would in all proba- 
bility have miſted of this ſpot, where alone, all 
0.3. their 
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their wants could be fully relicved, the fick 
recovered, and their enfecbled crew once more 
refreſhed, and enabled to purſue their voyage, 

The Commodore being now ſollicitous to 
hinder the Governor of Guam from obtaining 
intelligence of his arrival, reſolved to endea- 
vour, if poſſible, to prevent the eſcape of the 
Indians, and therefore diſpatched the pinnace 
to ſecure the bark, which he was told was the 
only veſſel at the iſland, and at about eight in 
the evening, they caſt anchor in 22 fathom ; 
but though the weather was almoſt calm, and 
all the vigour and ſpirit poſſeſſed by the crew 
were exerted on their going to take poſſeſſion 
of this little terreſtrial paradiſe, they were fo 
weakened by the crews of the cutter and pin- 
nace being ſent on ſhore, that they were full 
five hours in furling the fails, and even includ- 
ing thoſe who were abſent with the boats, and 
ſome Indians and negroes, all the hands, they 
could muſter, capable of ſtanding at a gun, 
were only 71, moſt of whom were incapable 
of duty, except on extraordinary occaſions, 
and theſe were all that could be collected from 
the united crews of the Centurion, the Glou- 
cefter, the Tryal and Anna pink, which con- 
ſiſted of about 1000 hands on their departure 
from England. 

As the Commodore was not certain what 
oppoſition might be made by the Indians on 
the iſland, he ſent a party well armed on ſhore 
the next morning to ſecure the landing place, 
which was done without the leaſt difficulty. 


For the Indians having the night before per- 
ceived 
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ceived by the ſeizure of the bark, that they 
were enemies, immediately fled into the woods. 


{ This party found on ſhore many huts, which 


aved the ſailors the trouble of erecting tents, and 
one of theſe which was uſed for a ſtore-houſe, 
being 20 yards long and 15 broad, was inſtant- 
ly cleared of ſome jerked beef, converted into an 
hoſpital, and as ſoon as it was ready, the ſick, 
who amounted to 128, were brought on ſhore. 
Numbers of theſe were fo helpleis, that the 
men were obliged to carry them from the 
boats to the hoſpital upon their ſhoulders, in 


which humane employment, the Commodore 
again, and every one of his officers without 
diſtinction, were engaged; but notwi: hſtanding 
the extreme debility of the greateſt part of the 


fick, they in a ſurpriſing manner ſoon felt the 
| falutary influence of the land; for though 21 


men were buried on that, and the following 
day, yet during the whole two months in 
which they ſaid there, they did not loſe above 
ten more. For the ſick reaped ſuch benefit 
from the fruits of the iſland, and in particular 
thoſe of the acid kind, that within a week 
moſt of them were ſo recovered, as to be able 
to move about without aſſiſtance. 

The ifland of Tian lies in the latitude of 
15%. 8“. north, and in 114%. 50“. welt longitude 
from Acapulco. It is about 12 miles in length, 
and half as much in breadth. The land riſes 
in gentle ſlopes from the beach to the middle 
of the iſland ; but its aſcent is frequently in- 
terrupted by valleys of an eaſy deſcent, many 
of which wind irregularly through the country. 
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Theſe vallies, and the gradual ſwellings of the | ghich 

ground to which their different combinations greatl 
gave riſe, are beautifully diverſified, by the ty of t 
mutual approach of woods and lawns, which I ea of 
border upon each other, and in large tracts bges. 

traverſe the iſland. The woods are compoſed | The 
of tall and ſpreading trees, moſt of which are | nount 
worthy of being admired, either for their fruit I all | 
or for their beauty . While the lawns are ge- | ziflicul 
nerally of a conſiderable breadth, and covered | trough 
with a clean and uniform turf, compoſed of | gterw: 
a very fine trefcil, intermixed with a va- | hereaft 
riety of flowers. In many places the woods | hand t 
are open, and free from all buſhcs and under- them | 
wood. So that on the borders of the lawns, | waſted, 


neither ſhrubs nor weeds are to be ſeen, and ſed 
the neatneſs of the adjacent turf is e Is 
extended to a conſiderable diſtance under the | jo r 


hollow ſhade formed by the trees. Hence could 
aroſe a great variety of the moſt elegant and | fight, 
entertaining proſpects, according to the differ- | could 
ent blendings of theſe woods and lawns, as | ffted | 
they ſpread themſelves through the valleys and alway 
along the ſlopes and declivities with which | And t 
the place abounds. The animals that enliven | were 
the landſkips in ſome meaſure, partake of the | for n. 
romantic caſt of the iſland, and are a great ad- | two « 
dition to the beauty of the proſpects, for the | abour 
cattle are all of them milk white, except their | the y 
ears, which are generally black or brown, and | prodi 
it is net uncommon to ſee ſome hundreds of bun 
theſe feeding together in a large meadow, and | eller 
though there are no inhabitants, yet the noiſe, | failor 
and frequent appearance of domeſtic an lunt 
Whi 
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which in great numbers range the woods, 
tly contribute to the cheariulneſs and beau- 
ty of the place, by perpetually exciting the 
idea of the neighbourhood of farms and vil- 
$. 
The cattle at Tinian were computed to a- 
mount to at leaſt 10,000, and as they were not 
at all ſhy, the crew of the Centurion found no 
difficulty in getting near them. They at firſt 
brought them down by ſhooting them ; but 
afterwards, when by accidents that will be 
hereafter mentioned, they were obliged to huſ- 
hand their ammunition, the ſailors cafily ran 
them down. Their fleſh was extremely well 
talted, and was thought to be more caſily di- 
ar than any they had yet met with. The 
Is too, which were extremely good, were 


: 


4 


| 


ao run down with little trouble; as they 
could ſcarce fly above an hundred yards at a 
fight, and were then ſo fatigued, that they 
could not readily riſe again, fo that being aſ- 
ited by the openneſs of the woods, they were 
aways able to take what number they pleaſed. 
And that no delicacies might be wanting, the 

were furniſhed with great plenty of wild fowl, 
for near the centre of the iſland, there were 
two conſiderable pieces of freſh water, which 
abounded with duck, teal, and curlews, and 
the whiſtling plover, was alſo found there in 
prodigious plenty. They here likewiſe found 
abundance of wild hogs, which were moſt ex- 
cellent food, but being extremely fierce, the 
failors were obliged either to ſhoot thein, or to 


kunt them with ſome large dogs, they found 
upon 
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upon the iſland, and which belonged to the de- 
tachment ſent to provide proviſions for the gar- 
riſon of Guam; and as theſe dogs had been 
trained to the killing of wild hogs, they rea- 
dily followed the ſailors, and hunted for them; 
but notwithſtanding their being of a large and 
bold breed, the hogs fought with ſuch fury, 
that they at length deſtroyed the greateſt part 
of them. 

This iſland was alſo of extreme advanta 
on account of its fruits and vegetables, which 
were moſt happily adapted to the cure of the 
ſea ſcurvy ; for the woods produced ſweet and 
ſour oranges, limes, guavoes, vaſt quantities 
of cocoa-nuts, with the cabbages growing on 
the ſame tree, and a peculiar kind of fruit to 
be found only in theſe iſlands, called by the H- 
dians R':yma, but by the Centurian's people the 
bread fruit, for it was conſtantly eaten by them 


inſtead of bread, and ſo univerſally preferred 
to it, that none of the ſhip's bread was ex- | 


pended during their ſtay on the iſland. It 
grows upon a pretty lofty tree, which near the 
top divides into large and ſpreading branches, 
the leaves, which are generally from a foot to 
eighteen inches in length, are of a remarkable 
deep green, and notched 2bout the edges. The 
fruit which is found indifferently on all parts 
of the branches is rather of an oval form than 
round, is covered with a rough rind, and is 
uſually ſeven or cight inches long, and each of 
them grows ſingly, and not in cluſters. It 18 
fitteſt to be uſed when green, but full grown, 
and being roaſted in the embers, has ſome di- 


ſtant 


| 
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fant reſemblance to the taſte of an artichoke's 
bottom, and is like that of a ſoft and ſpungy 
nature : But as it ripens it becomes ſofter, 
turns yellow, and has a luſcious taſte, and a- 
ble ſmell, not unlike a ripe peach; how- 
ever, it is then eſteemed unwholeſome, and is 
fid to produce fluxes. Mr. Dampier, to whom our 
author refers for a more particular deſcription, 
ays, it is as large as a good fized two-penny 
loaf, and that the inſide 1s ſoft, tender, white 
ad crummy like bread, and if eaten in twen- 
ty-four hours after it is plucked, has a ſweet 
and pleaſant taſte ; and that this excellent fruit 
is in ſeaſon eight months in the year: This 
iſland alſo affords many other vegetables, pro- 

for the cure of that dreadful diſeaſe they 
& ſo long laboured under, as ſcurvy-graſs, 
forrel, mint, dandelion, creeping-purſlan, 
and water-melons, of all which, together with 


| the freſh proviſions, they fed with great eager- 


zeſs, being prompted to it by the ſtrong incli- 
nation which the ſea ſcurvy never fails to ex- 
cite, for thoſe powerful remedies. 

It may ſeem ſurpriſing, that this beautiful 
land, ſo elegantly furniſhed with the heceſia- 
nes and luxuries of life, ſhould be entirely 
rad of inhabitants. To remove this difficulty, 
it muſt be obſerved, that in ſomething leſs than 
50 years before Mr. 4n/o's arrival, it was a po- 
pulous country, and is ſaid to have contained 
30,000 ſouls, but a ſickneſs raging at Tiny 
Rita and Guam, all of which were full of in- 
labitants; the Spa:iards, to recruit the people 
« Guam, who were greatly diminiſhed by the 

mor- 
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mortality, forced all the inhabitants of Tinian 
to remove thither, where they languiſhed after 
their native iſland, till in a few years the great- 
eſt part of them died of ones "Theſe poor Ir 
dians might reaſonably have expected, from 
their being placed at ſuch an immenſe diſtance 
from Spain, to have eſcaped the cruelty which 
had occaſioned the deſtruction of great part of 
the weſtern world, but the only advantage they 
received from this diſtance, was their periſhing 
au age or two later. 

The ifland ſtill affords remains, which ſhow 
it to have been once extremely populous, for 
in all parts of it, there are many ruins“ of a 
very remarkable kind, which generally conſiſt 
of tWo rows of pyramidical pillars, at about 
twelve feet diſtance, each pillar in the row, 
ſtanding about fix feet from the next. Theſe 
pillars are almoſt five feet ſquare at the baſe, 
they are about thirteen feet high, and on the 
top of each is a ſemi-globe, with a flat ſurface 
upwards ; both the pillars and ſemi-globe are 
ſolid, and compoſed of ſand and ſtone cemen- 
ted together, and plaiſtered over. The pri- 
ſoners informed the Engl;/b, that theſe were 
the foundations of buildings, ſet apart only 
for thoſe Indians who had engaged in ſome re- 
ligious vow, and indeed monaſtic inſtitutions 
are often to be met with in pagan nations; 
but if theſe ruins were originally the baſis of 
the common dwelling-houſes of the natives, 
even in this caſe, their numbers muſt be conſide- 
rable, ſince in many parts of the iſland, they are 
extremely thick planted, and are a ſufficient 
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proof of the multitude of its former inhabi- 
tants. 
It muſt not be omitted that all the above 
advantages enjoyed by this iſland, were much 
enhanced by the healthineſs of its climate, 
the breezes that almoſt conſtantly pre- 
miled, and the frequent ſhowers with which 
it was ſprinkled, which were uſually of a very 
hort, and almoſt — duration. The 
flubrity of the air, had a ſurpriſing effect in 
bengthening both the appetite and digeſtion. 
It was here very remarkable, that even thoſe 
of the officers who every where elſe had been 
temperate eaters, and who, beſides a ſlight 
break faſt, uſed to make only one moderate meal 
aday, ſeemed here transformed into gluttons ; 
for inſtead of one reaſonable meal upon fleſh, 
hey were now hardly ſatisfied with three, each 
o which was ſo prodigious, that at another 
place, it would have produced a fever, or a 


ble to the keeneſs of their appetites, that 
ey were neither diſordered nor over loaded 
by this uncommon repletion. 

The principal inconvenience attending thoſe 
vio reſide in the iſland, ariſes from the great 
wmber of muſcatoes, and many other ſpecies 
ef flies, together wich a kind of tick, which 
tiough it principally fixes on the cattle, would 
— [frequently fall upon the limbs and bodies of 

men, and if not removed in time, would 
bury its head under the ſkin, and raiſc a pain- 
kl inflammation. The Centurion's people alſo 
fund there ſcorpions and centipedes, which 

Vor. VII. P they 


urfeit, and yet their digeſtion, was ſo agree- 
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they ſuppoſed to be venemous, though they re. 


ceived no injury from them. 

However, the moſt conſiderable exception to 
this place is the inconvemence of the 
which, in ſome ſeaſons of the year, affords but 
little ſecurity for a ſhip at anchor. The onl 
proper anchoring-place for ſhips of burden is 
at the ſouth-wci: end of the iſland, where the 
Centurion anchored in 20 and 22 fathom water, 
oppoſite to a ſandy bay, about a mile and a 
half diſtant from the ſhore ; but the bottom of 
this road being full of ſharp-pointed coral 
rocks, it has a very unſafe anchorage from 
the middle of June, to the middle of Oeber, 
which 1s the ſeaſon of the weſtern monſoons ; 
and what adds to this danger, is the extraor- 
dinary rapidity of the tide of flood, which ſets 
to the ſouth-eaſt between this iſland, and 4. 
guigan. But in the remaining eight months of | | 
the year, there is ſuch a conſtant ſeaſon of ſet | 
tled weather, that if the cables are well armed, 
there is ſcarely any danger of their being ever 
rubbed. But to return to the employment & 
the Centurion's people on ſhore. | 

While they were landing the fick, four of the 
Indians on the iſland ſurrendered themſelves to 
the Commodore, ſo that he had eight now in 
his cuſtody. One of theſe four offered to ſhew 
the moſt convenient place for killing cattle; 
and two of the Ezglip were ordered to at 
tend him on that ſervice; but on one 
them truſting the Indian with his firelock [f 
and piſtol, the Indian eſcaped with them 


into the woods, when his countrymen being bing on 


appre- 
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re« | ipprehenſive of ſuffering for this inſtance of 
perfidy deſired, however, to ſend one of their 
1 to [party into the country to bring back the arms, 
ad, {and to perſuade the remainder of the detach- 
but nent from Guam to ſubmit. The Commodore 
nly ted their requeſt, and one of them was 
n 1s {diſpatched, who returned the next day with the 
the — and firelock, which he pretended to have 
nd in a path-way, and proteſted that he 
d a [had not been able to meet with any of his 
m of | countrymen : But this report appeared ſo im- 
coral | probable, that it occaſioned a ſuſpicion, that 
— treachery was carrying on, upon which 
ober, | he Commodore ordered all the Indians in his 
ons; [power to be ſent on board the ſhip, and not 
raor- lowed to return on ſhore. 
u ſets | All the hands that could be ſpared from at- 
d 4. | tending the fick, were now employed in arm- 
ths of | ing the cables, with a good rounding to ſecure 
f ſet- | them from being rubbed by the coral rocks, 
rmed, | which being compleated, many attempts were 
made to ſtop the Centurion's leak ; but after ſe- 
real efforts they were obliged to defiſt, till 
— could have an opportunity of heaving 


ves io On the 12th of Sctember, thoſe who were 
10W IN well recovered as to be capable of doing duty, 
o ſhew [were ſent on board the ſhip, and then the Com- 
attle; Inodore, who was himſelf ill of the ſcurvy, 
to A. Jad had cauſed a tent to be erected for him on 
ne di Ihore, went thither with a view of ſtaying a 
irelock [few days, to recover his health; being convin- 
them td, by experience, that no other method but 
being bing on the land, was to be truſted for the 
r P 2 | removal 
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removal of that dreadful diſeaſe. The place 


where his tent was pitched was an elegant ſpot 
near the well, whence they got all their water. 
The caſks were next ſent on ſhore to be filled 
by the coopers, and as the new moon was ap- 
proaching, when it was apprehended there 
would be violent gales, every method was 
taken that prudence could ſuggeſt to arm the 
anchors, and ſecure the ſhip from the effefts 
of windy weather. But when they had for 
ſome days flattered themſelves, that the 
dence of their meaſures had ſecured them 
all accidents, the wind, on the 22d of 
tomber, blew from the eaſtward with ſuch fury, 
that thoſe on board ſoon deſpaired of ridi 
out the ſtorm. The Commodore and moſt 
the hands were on ſhore, and all their hopes 
of ſafety ſeemed to depend on their putting 
immediately to ſea. But all communication 


with the ſhip was cut off, for it was impoſiible | 


that a boat could live. As the night approach- 
ed, the violence of the ſtorm increaſed, while 
the tide, which at the beginning of the hur- 
ricane ſet to the northward, turned ſuddenly 
to the ſouthward, and in ſpite of the ftorm 
forced the ſhip before it. The ſea now broke 
ſurpriſingly all round the ſhip with a large 
tumbling ſwell, by which the long-boat, which 
was moored aſtern, was ſuddenly canted fo 
high, that it broke the tranſome of the Com- 
modore's gallery, whoſe cabbin was on the 
uarter-deck, and the ſtroke was ſo violent that 
t ſtove the boat all to pieces, yet the poor 
boat-keeper, though extremely bruiſed, was 


emen of 
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fired. At length the tide ſlackened, but the 
wind did not abate, and their cables breaking, 
all on board were in the greateſt danger, and 
xcordingly fired guns, and ſhewed lights to 
the Commodore, as ſignals of diſtreſs. About 
one o'clock, the night being extremely dark, a 
frong guſt, attended with rain and lightning, 
forced them out to ſea, utterly unprepared to 
fruggle with the united fury of the waves and 
winds, and every moment expecting to be 
bt. 


7 ED 


HAT. XI. 


Tran/aftions at Tinian after the Centurion's 
being driven to Sea. The Proceedings on Board 
the Centurion till ber Return, and the En- 

the Centunon's People, till their 

fnal Departure; with a Deſcription of the La- 
drone {/{ards. 


HE dreadful ſtorm by which the Cen- 
tarion was driven to ſea, was too vio- 

lent to permit any of the people on ſhore to hear 
the guns, which ſhe fired as ſignals of diſtreſs, 
while the flaſhes of lightning had hindered the 
exploſions from being obſerved, and therefore 
* day break, when it was perceived on ſhore, 
that the ſhip was miſſing, they were all in the 
utmoſt conſternation. Much the greateſt part 
of them inſtantly concluded that ſhe was loſt, 
ad entreated the Commodore to ſend the boat 
| P43 round 
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round the iſland in ſearch of the wreck. While 
thoſe who believed her ſafe, had ſcarcely any 
expectation of her ever been able to return, 
as the wind ſtill continued, and as ſhe was ill 
manned, and ſo poorly provided for ſtrug- 
gling with fo tempeſtuous a gale. In either of 
which caſes they conſidered their ſituation as 
very deplorable, fince it would be impoſſible 
for them ever to leave the iſland, and that 
therefore they muſt bid an everlaſting adieu to 
their country, their friends, their families, and 
all their domeſtic endearments. They had alſo 
reaſon to apprehend, that the Governor of Guan, 
on being informed of their ſituation on ſhore, 
- would ſend a force ſufficient to overpower 
them, and to remove them to that iſland, and 
that on his having them in his power, he would 
make their want of commiſſions, all of which 
were on board the Centurion, a pretence for 
treating them as pirates, and for putting them 
to an infamous death. | 
. However, Mr. Außen ſoon formed a ſcheme 
for extricating himſelf and his men from 
their preſent anxious ſituation, and having 
conſulted ſome of the moſt intelligent perſons 
about him, and ſatisfied himſelf that it was 
practicable, endeavoured to animate his peo» 
ple to put it ſpeedily in execution. He told 
them that he was not without hope, that the 
Centurion would return in a few days, ſince 
there was no reaſon to apprehend her being 
loſt, and that the worſt that could be ima- 
gined, was her being driven too far to the 
leeward of the iſland to return, which would 
| oblige 
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obliged her to bear away for Macao on the 
all of Chia; that in this cafe he had con- 
ſidered of a method of following her, which 
was to haul the Spaniſb bark on ſhore, to ſaw 
her aſunder, and to lengthen her twelve feet, 
which would enlarge her to near 40 ton bur- 
then, and enable her to carry them all to 
China ; that the carpenters, whom he had con- 
ſulted, had agreed that this was practicable, 
and that nothing was wanting to execute it, 
but their united reſolution and induſtry, and 
then added, that for his own part he would 
ſhare the fatigue and labour with them, and 
would expe& no more from any man than he 
himſelf was ready to ſubmit to. 

The people now began to flatter themſelves, 
that the Centurien would be able to regain the 
land, and from this hope they did not ſo 
heartily engage in the project, as the Com- 
modore could have wiſhed ; but '#t laſt bein 
fatisfied that it was impoſſible the ſhip ſhould 
return, they reſolutely applied themſelves to 
the different taſks allotted them, with as much 
eagerneſs and induſtry as the Commodore could 
deſire, punctually aſſembling by day-break at 
the rendezvous, where they were ſet to their 
different employments, which they followed 
with unuſual vigour till night. 

But before they entered upon this arduous taſk, 
an incident happened that gave Mr. 4»/or the 
deepeſt concern; for a few days after the ſhip was 
driven off, ſome men on Hore cried out a ſail, 
which ſpread a general joy, every body ſup- 


Poſing that the flip was returning; but ſoon 


after 
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after a ſecond fail being obſerved, d 
their hopes, and made 1t difficult to gueſs what 
they were. Mr. A»/on eagerly turned his glaſs 
towards them, and ieeing they were two boats, 
it immediately occured to him, that the Cen- 
turion was ſunk, and that theſe were the two 
boats. coming back with the remains of her 
people; an idea which ſo deeply affected him, 
that he was obliged immediately to retire 
without ſpeaking to his tent, in order, to 
conceal his emotion, where he paſſed ſome 
bitter moments under the firm belief that the 
ſhip was loſt, and that all his views of ſtill ſig- 
naliſing his expedition by ſome important ex- 
ploit were at an end. He was however ſoon 
relieved from theſe diſtreſſing thoughts, by diſ- 
covering that the two boats were Indian proas, 
when obſerving that they made towards the 
ſhore, he ordered that every thing that could 
give them any ſuſpicion ſhould 1 removed, 
and concealed his people in the adjacent thick- 
cts, to ſecure the Indians upon their landing; 
but the proas, after coming within a quarterof 
a mile of the beach, ſtopped ſhort, and having 
remained motionleſs two hours, ſteered to the 
ſouthward. 

About the ſame time another incident hap- 
pened of a very extraordinary nature. The 
Commodore, attended by ſome of his officers, 
endeavoured to make the tour of the iſland, 
aud being on a riſing ground, obſerved a ſmall 
thicket in the valley beneath, that had a pro- 

rethve motion. They were at firſt ſurprized, 
ut ſoon perceived it was only ſome large co- 
COA 
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wa buſhes dragged along by perſons conceal- 
ed beneath them. They 1mmediately con- 
duded that theſe were ſome of the party, they 
kad found there at their arrival, and therefore 
Mr. An/er, and thoſe who were with him haſt- 
ed aficr them in hopes of diſcovering their 
retreat, when the Indians perceiving that they 
were diſcovered, ran away with precipitation, 
but the Commodore was ſo near them, as not 
w loſe ſight of them till they reached their 
tell, which he and his officers entering, found 
that there was a pms through it, which led 
down a precipice, at which they had made their 
eſcape. They here found an old firelock or 
two, but no other arms. However there was 
a large quantity of proviſions, and in parti- 
cular ſalted pork, which was excellent; and 
from what theſe gentlemen ſaw, they concluded, 
that their own extraordinary appetite was not 


| confined to the Engliſh; for it being about 


oon, the Iudians, conſidering their number, 
Iad laid out a very plentiful repaſt, and had 
their cocoa nuts and bread fruit ready prepar- 
ed for eating, and in ſuch a manner as ſhew- 
ed, that a good meal was neither an uncom- 
mon nor a diſregarded article. Mr. Auſon hav- 
ing ſearched to no purpoſe, after tue path by 
winch the Iudiant had eſcaped, he and his officers 
ft down to the dinner fo luckily provided for 
them. After which they returned back ſome- 
what diſpleaſed at miſſing the Indians, as they 
hoped, that if they could have had any con- 
ference with them, they ſhould have engaged 
thera in their ſervice, 

The 
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The lengthning the bark was attended with 
great difficulty ; ſome of the tools were to be 
made, and many of the materials were want. 
ing; when the whole ſhould be compleated, 
they were to rigg, victual and navigate her, 
for the ſpace of 6 or 700 leagues, through un- 
known ſea-, which had not been paſſed by 
any one of the company. However their 
hopes were kept up by the intervention of ſe. 
veral extraordinary and unexpected accidents. 
The carpenters both of the Gloucefter and 7 ral 
were on ſhore with their cheſts of tools; the 
ſmith too was on ſhore with his forge and ſe- 
veral of his tools; but his bellows were on 
board the ſhip, ſo that he was incapable of 
working, and they could have no hopes of 
proceeding without his aſſiſtance. They re- 
ſolved therefore firſt of all to make him a 
pair of bellows, but were for ſome time puz- 
zled for want of leather, but having plenty of 
hides, and finding an hogſhead of lime, which 
belonged to the Spaniards or Indians, they tan- 
ned a few of the hides with it, ſo that the 
leather anſwered the intention, and compleati 
ed the bellows by making a gun-barrel ſerve 
or a pipe. 
While the ſmith was preparing the iron- 
work, others were employed in felling trees, 
and ſawing them into planks, which being the 
moſt laborious taſk, the Commodore for the 
encouragement of the people worked at it 
himſelf. A new difficulty was occaſioned by 
there being neither blocks nor cordage for 
hauling the bark on ſhore ; but this was re- 

| * moved 
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moved by making rollers of the body of the co- 
coa-nut-tree, which from its ſmoothneſs and cir- 
cular turn, was adapted to the purpoſe with very 
little labour. A dry dock was dug to receive 
the bark, and a way found from thence into 
the ſea ; a party was ordered conſtantly to kill 
and provide proviſions for the relt, and good 
order being citabliſhed, and all hands employ- 
ed, the preparations advanced apace ; the men 
being perhaps the more tractable and induſtri- 
ous from there being neither wine nor brandy 
on ſhore ; for the juice of the cocoa-nut, which, 
though pleaſant, was not intoxicating, was 
their conſtant drink. | 
As the work advanced apace the officers be- 
to conſider of the rigging neceſſary to fit 
the bark for ſea, when it was found that the 
tents on ſhore, with the ſails and rigging al- 


' ready belonging to the bark; and the ſpare 


cordage, which had been accidentally landed 
from the Centurion, would anſwer this purpoſe. 


They propoſed to pay her bottom with a mix- 
ture of tallow ked lime, but there was one 
inconvenience that could not be removed, 
which was, that as ſhe was not quite 40 tons 
burdea, ſhe would be incapable of containing 
half the crew below the deck, and would be 
ſo top-heavy, that if all were upon deck at 
the | Si time ſhe would be in danger of over- 
ſetting. The article of procuring a ſtock of 
proviiions for the voyage gave them great per- 
plexity, as they had 
of any kind on ſhore, and the bread fruit 
would not keep at ſea; and though they — 
ve 
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live cattle, they had ſcarcely any ſalt. How. 
ever, they preſerved a ſmall quantity of jerk. 
ed beef, which they had found in the ifland 
at their landing, but this was greatly inſufi- 
cient. However, it was at laſt reſolved to car- 
ry as many cocoa nuts as they could, to pro- 
long the jerked beef, by uſing it very ſparing- 
ly, and to ſupply the want of bread by rice, 
to obtain which, they ſhould land in the iſland 
of Rota, where the Spaniards had large plan- 
tations of that grain, and carry off a fafficiem 
quantity Ly force; but this ſcheme making it ne- 
ceſſary for them to examine the ammurition they 
had on ſhore, they had the mortification to find 
that all the powder did not amount to one 
charge a piece to each of the company. 

One of the molt alarming circumſtances 
was, the diſcouraging diſcovery, that there was 
neither compaſs nor quadrant on the iſland; 
but, at laſt, on rummaging the cheſt belonging 
to the Spaniſb bark, they diſcovered a 
compaſs, which, though little better than ſuck 
as were made for the amuſement of ſchool- 
boys, was to them an invaluable treaſure, and 
afterwards a quadrant was found on the 
ſea-ſhore, which had been thrown over board 
among other lumber belonging to the dead. 
This was eagerly ſeized, but on examination 
it unluckily wanted vanes, and was therefore 
entirely uſeleſs. However, a perſon ſome- 
time aſter pulling out the drawer of an old 
table, which had been driven on ſhore, found 
ſome vanes in it, which fitted the quadrant 
very well; when it being examined by the 
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known latitude of the place, it was found to 
de ſufficiently exact. 

All things now being in great forward- 
neſs, and tome of the principal obſtacles re- 
moved, they were able to determine when 
the whole would be finiſhed, and had accord- 
ugly fixed the 5th of November for the day 
of Jeir putting to ſea; but on the 11th of 
02tber in the afternoon one of the Gloucefter”s 
men being upon a hill in the middle of the 
land, ſaw the Centurion at a diſtance, and 
maning with the utmoſt ſpeed towards the 
anding place, ſaw in his way ſome of his 
1 to whom he called with great 
extaſy, The ſhip! the ſhip!” which being 
heard by Mr. Cordon a Lieutenant of the ma- 
nnes, he ran to the place where the Commo- 


{ore and his people were at work, and being 


freſh and in breath, eaſily outſtripped the 


| Gleucrter”s man, and told the Commodore, who, 


en hearing this joyful and unexpected news, 
threw doven his ax with which he was then at 
work, while the others ran down to the ſea 
ide, to feaſt themſelves with the ſight, for 
which they had io eagerly longed. By five in 
the eveniag the Centurion was viſible to them 
a, when a boat was ſent off with 18 men 
to reinforce her, with freſh meat and fruits for 
tie refreſhment of the crew, and the next af- 
ternoon ſhe happily caſt anchor in the road, 
where tie Commodore immediately went on 


board her, and was received with joyful accla- 
nations. 
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To proceed to what happened on board the 
Centurion while at ſea. It has already been ob- 
ſerved, that ſhe was driven from the iſland in 
a very dark night, by a prodigious ſtorm. The 
condition of thoſe on board was very dreadful, 
they were in a leaky ſhip, with three cables in 
their hawſes, to one of which hung their only 
remaining anchor, not a gun on board was 
laſhed, nor a port barred in, and they were 
able to ſet no fail except the mizen. They 
could muſter no more ſtrength to navigate the 
ſhip, than 108 hands, which were ſcarcely the 
fourth part of her complement, and moſt of 
theſe were either boys, or ſuch as were ſtill fee. 
ble from their being but lately recovered of 
the ſcurvy. By the violence of the ſtorm and 
the working of the ſhip, they made a preat 


holes, and ſcuppers, which added to the leak, 


all on board. But they had other dangers which 
appeared ſtill more immediate. They all ima- 
gined they were driving on the iſland of Au- 
gan, which was about two leagues diſtant, 
and as they had no fail ſet but the mizen, that 
was inſufficient to clear them of this imminent 
danger. They, therefore, left the pumps to 
uſe their utmoſt efforts to heave up the main 
and fore-yards, in order to ſave themſelves, if 

oſſible, from being wrecked. But after three 
—_ ineffectual labour, the jears broke, and 
the men were obliged from meer debility, to 
deſiſt, and quietly expect their fate, which ap- 


peared inevitable; for they eſteemed them- 
ſelves 


quantity of water through the ports, hawſe- 


rendered their pumps a ſufficient employment for 
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flves driven juſt upon the ſhore, and the dark- 
neſs of the night made them expect to diſcover 
it no otherwiſe than by ſtriking upon it, ſo that 
they were ſeveral hours under the ſerious ap- 
rehenſions that each ſucceeding moment would 
d them to the bottom; nor did theſe con- 
tnued terrors of inſtantly ſtriking and finking 
ceaſe, till day-break, when in a tranſport of 
joy they 1 that the dreaded iſland was 
a a conſiderable diſtance, and that they had 
teen preſerved by a ſtrong northern current. 
The boiſterous waves which had forced them 
from Tinian did not abate till three days after, 
and while they continued out at ſea, both the 
chaplain and every other officer were obliged 
o ſubmit to the ſame bodily labour as the com- 


non ſailors. The heaving up of the ſheet an- 


chor, which they had hitherto dragged at their 
bows with two cables, coſt them the ſevereſt 
wplication for twelve hours, before they 
brought 1t in ſight, when it growing dark, their 
atigue obliged them to deſiſt till & next day, 
and then that arduous taſk was compleated. 
They afterwards conquered ſome of the other 
Gficulties they laboured under, and being en- 
abled, to make uſe of their canvas, ſtood to 
the eaſtward in hopes of regaining the iſland 
of Tinian, they being according to their own 
reckonings, but 47 leagues diſtant from it. 
But on the firſt of October, when they had run 
the diſtance neceſſary for making the iſland ac- 
cording to their own reckoning, and were in 
hull expectation of ſeeing it, they were unhap- 
ply diſappointed, and convinced that a currenc 

Q 2 had 
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Had driven them conſiderably to the weſtward. 
They were now in great perplexity from the 
apprehenſions of wanting water, but the next 
day had a ſight of the iſland of Guam, and 
thence computed that the current had driven 
them 40 leagues to the weſtward of their ac- 
counts. The ſight of land let them know 
their ſituation, and, therefore, plying to the 
eaſtward, they continued that courſe with ex- 
ceſſive labour, and with a contrary wind till 
the 11th of October, which was the 19th da 
from their departure, when arriving in 3 
fing of Tinian, they were reinforced from the 
ſhore, and to their inexpreſſible joy, on the 
evening of the ſame day, came to an anchor in 
the road. 

The Commodore on his going on board the 
Centurion, after her return to Tinian, reſolved 
to ſtay no longer at the iſland than was abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to compleat his ſtock of water, 


and the long-boat being ſtaved, as has been al- 
ready mentioned, they were obliged to make 
uſe of rafts, which as the tide ran extremely 
ſtrong, occaſioned frequent delays, and more 
than once the loſs of the whole raft ; but this 
was not their only misfortune, for on the third 
day after the Centurion's return, a ſudden guſt 
of wind brought home the anchor, and drove 
her a ſecond time to ſea. However, the Com- 
modore and the principal officers were now on 
board; but there were near 70 of the men on 
ſhore, who had been employed in filling water 
and procuring proviſions. . They had the two 


Cutters with them ; but they being two may | 


| would ſoon have compleated her. 


of Forme/a, 
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for the cutters to bring off at once, the Com- 
modore ſent the 18 oared barge to their aſ- 
ſiſtance. The two cutters ſoon returned filled 
with men, but forty of the company remained 
behind, who were employed in killing cattle 
in the woods, and in bringing them to the 
landing- place. Yet as the ſhip ſoon drove to a 
conſiderable diſtance, it was not in their power 
tojoin her, though the 18 oared barge was left 
to convey them on board. The weather, how- 
ever, being favourable, the Centurion within 
about five days returned again to an anchor at 
Tinian. 
On the Certurior's arrival it appeared that 
the Spani/p bark had undergone a new change, 
for the people on ſhore deſpairing of her return, 
had refolved to reſtore the bark to her firſt 
fate, and had made ſuch progreſs, that they 


The ple at their ſecond return to the 
Hand laboured with indefatigable induſtry in 
getting in their water, and having by the 2oth 
of October compleated it to 50 ton, which was 
thought ſufficient for their paſſage to Macao, the 
Commodore ſent the next day one of each 
meſs on ſhore, to gather as large a quantity of 
oranges, lemons, cocoa-nuts, and other fruits 
as they pleaſed, for the uſe of themſelves and 
their meſs-mates at ſea, and they returning in the 
evening, fire was ſet to the bark and proa, the 
Centurion hoiſted in her boats, got under fail, 


and ſteered towards the ſouth end of the iſland 


Q 3 It 
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It cannot here be improper to interrupt the 
narration, with a deſcription of that range of 
iſlands, generally called the Ladrones or Marian 
iſlands, which were diſcovered by Magellan, in 
the year 1521, and from the account given of 
the two firſt, he fell in with, it ſeems as if 
were thoſe of Saypar, and Tixian, for they are 
repreſented as extremely beautiful, and as lying 
in between 15 and 16 degrees of north latitude, 
From the n appearance of Tinian, the 
Spaniard; have given it the name of Buenavijſfa, 
and Saypan, which is in the latitude of 159, 
22'. north, affords an agreeable proſpect when 
ſeen at ſea. 

Theſe iflands are generally reckoned 12 in 
number; but if the Faal iflets and rocks are 
counted, they will in all amount to above 20. 


Formerly moſt of them were inhabited: but of 


the three principal iſlands Guam, Rota, and 
Tinian, which 60 years ago are ſaid to have 
been extremely populous, Tiaian hath been in- 
tirely depopulated, and not above two or three 
hundred Iadiuus left at Rota to cultivate rice 
for the iſland of Gzam, ſo that at preſent the 
laſt mentioned iſland is the only one that can 
properly be faid to be inhabited by the Spa- 
niards, for there they keep a Governor and a 
garriſon, and there the Manila ſhip generally 
touches for refreſhment, in her pailage from 
Acapulco to the Philippiaes. That ifland is com- 
puted to be about zo leagues in circumference, 
and contains near 4000 inhabitants, 1000 of 
which are ſuppoſed to live in the city of San 
ſenatio de Agana, which is the Governor's uſual 

reſidence. 


"TO JORDIN 


LED 
ing 
tude, 
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reſidence. are b 
timber, and covered with tiles, which is a very 


unuſual method of building in theſe warm 
climates. 


lages. 


quence, on account of its affording refreſh- 
ment to the Mani/a ſhip, there are two caſtles 
on the ſea ſhore, which mount only five guns 
each, and a battery of five pieces of cannon on 
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The houſes are built with ſtone and 


This iſland has alſo 13 or 14 vil- 
As Cuam is eſteemed a place of conſe- 


an eminence near the ſea. The Spaniards have 
here three companies of foot of between 40 
and go men each; this is the principal ſtrength 
on which the Governor depends, for he is ge- 
nerally upon ill terms with the inhabitants, 
who are debarred the uſe of lances and fire- 


arms. 


Though the reſt of theſe iſlands are uninha- 
bited, they afford plenty of all kinds of refreſh- 


ment, but there is not a good harbour or road 


among them all; and though the Manila ſhip 
is to ſtay only 24 hours at Cum, it is not un- 
common for her to be forced out to ſea, and to 
leave her boat behind her. 

The Indians of theſe iſlands are a ſtrong, well 
limbed, and bold people, and from ſome of their 
practices, ſeem to be no ways defective in un- 
derſtanding; for their flying proas, which 
forages paſt, have been the only veſſels they 
bare employed, are a very ſingular and extra- 
ordinary invention, and are ſaid to be capable 
of running with a briſk trade wind near 20 


miles an hour. 


The head and ſtern of the proa 


are exactly alike, but her two ſides are very 


different. 


That intended to be always the lee- 
ſide 
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ſide being flat, whilſt the windward-ſide is 
built rounding in the manner of other veſlels, 
but as her ſmalk breadth, and the ſtraight run 
of her leeward - fide, would infallibly make 
her overſet, a frame is laid out from her to 
windward, to the end of which is faſtened an 
hollow log, formed like a ſmall boat. The 
weight of the frame is deſigned to balance the 
proa, and the ſmall boat, which is always in the 
water, to prevent hero verſetting to windward, 
In ſhort, the body of the proa is formed of two 
pieces joined end ways, and ſewed together 
with bark ; for no iron 1s uſed in her conftruc- 
tion. She is about two inches thick at the 
bottom, which at the gunwale is reduced to leſs 
than one. The proa — carries ſix or 
ſeven Indians, two of whom are placed in the 
head and ftern, who ſteer the veſſel alternately 
with a paddle, according to the tack ſhe goes 
on, he in the ſtern being the ſteerſman. The 
other Indians are employed either in baling out 
the water, which ſhe accidentally ſhips, or in 
ſetting and trimming the ſail. Theſe veſſels 
fail moſt excellently on a wind, and with either 
end foremoſt, run from one of theſe HMlands to 
the other, and back again only by ſhifting the 
ſail, without ever putting about, and by their 
ſmall breadth and the flatneſs of their lee-fide, 
are capable of lying much nearer the wind than 


any other veſſel hitherto known. 
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The Centurion's run from Tinian t Macao. 
The Commodore s Proceedings at that Port. Ila v- 
ing refitted, he ſuilt to Cape Eſpiritu Santo, 
takes the Manila Galen, and returns back. 
His Tranſations in the River of Canton, and 
in the City of that Name, where the Engliſh 
extinguiſh a dreadſul Fire. A Hort Character 
7 the Chineſe. The Centurion returns to 

ngland. | 


HE Centurion departed from Tinian on 

the 21ſt of OXober, in the evening, 
when the eaſtern monſoon being ſettled, ſhe 
generally ran from 40 to go leagues a day. On 
the 3d of Nowember, they ſaw an iflet or rock, 
and about an hour after, the iſland called Borel 
Tobago Xima. Having doubled the ſouthern 
extremity of Formaſa, which is in the latitude 
of 210. 15'. north, they paſſed by the rocks 
Vele Rete, but at this inſtant the people in the 
Centurion were alarmed by an out- cry of fire, 
in the fore · caſtle, upon which the whole crew 
immediately flocked together in the utmoſt 
confuſion, ſo that for ſom: time the officers 
found it difficult to appeaſe the uproar, but 
the people being at length reduced to order, 
it was perceived that the fire proceeded from 
the bricks in the furnace being overheated, 
Which had occaſioned their communicating the 
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fre to the adjacent wood work, but by pulling 
down the brick work it was eafily extinguiſh- 
ed. In the evening they were ſurpriſed with 
the ſight of what they at firſt took to be brea- 
kers, but on a ſtricter examination, they were 
found to be only a great number of fires on 
the iſland of Formaſa, which they imagined were 
intended by the inhabitants as ſignals to invite 
them to touch there. But they were too im- 
patient to reach the port of Macas to conſent 
to this delay. At about midnight they pot 
fight of the main-land of China, at four leagues 
diſtance, upon which they brought the ſhip to, 
propoſing to wait for the morning; but before 
ſun-riſe they were ſurpriſed to find themſelves 
in the midſt of an incredible number of fiſhing 
boats, which ſeemed to cover the ſurface of 
the ſea, as far as the eye could reach, moſt of 
them were manned with five hands, and none 
with leſs than three, and as they ran to the 
weſtward, they found them as numerous on 
every part of the coaſt. 'The Commodore was 
at firſt in hopes of procuring a pilot from them, 
to conduct the ſhip to Macas ; but the people 
on board could not make them underſtand 
their meaning. What appeared moſt ſurpriſ- 
ing, was the inattention and want of curioſity 
obſerved in this herd of fiſhermen, who had 
doubtleſ; never ſeen any ſhip like the Centurion, 
and perhaps there was not one in all that 
fiſhery who had ever beheld any European vel- 
ſel : But though many of the boats came cloſe 
to the ſhip, they did not in the leaſt deviate 
from their courſe to regard it. 


On 


cutter on board ſome of them to endeavour to 


5 they followed, and in the evening they came 


1 They 
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On the 5th of November at midnight, they 
firſt made the coatt of CHa, and p two 
the next day, while they were ſteering to the 
weſtward within two leagues of the coaſt, and 
fill ſurrounded by fiſhing veſſels in as great 
numbers as at firſt, they perceived that a boat 
a-head of them waved a red flag and blew a 
horn, which was conſidered by the people of 
the Centurion as a ſignal made to them either to 
warn them of ſome ſhoal, or to inform them 
that they would ſupply them with a pilot. 
Mr. Anſen therefore immediately ſent out the 
cutter to the boat to know their intentions, 
when it was found that this boat was the Com- 
modore of the whole fiſhery, and that the ſig- 
nal was to order them all to leave off fiſhing, 
and to return in ſhore, which they inſtantly 
obeyed. | 

Being thus diſappointed, they kept on their 
courſe, and the next day, were abreaſt of a 
chain of iſlands that ſtretch from eaſt to weſt, 
called the iſlands of Lora They are rocky 
and barren, and are 15 or 16 in number, be- 
fides many more between them and the main 
land of China. Being ſtill ſurrounded by fiſh- 
ing boats, the Commodore once more ſent the 


procure a pilot, but without effect. However, 
one of the CHiucſe, directed them by ſigns to 
fail round the weſtermoſt of the iſlands or rocks 
of Lema, and then to hale up, which direction 


to an anchor. 
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The next morning a Chine/e pilot came on 
board the Centurion and offered in broken Por. 
tugueſe, to carry the ſhip to Macao for 30 dol- 
lars. Theſe were immediately paid him, and 
they then weighed and made fail, but ſoon 
after ſeveral other pilots came on board, who 
endeavoured to recommend themſelves by pro. 
ducing certificates from many European ſhips 
they had piloted in, but they ſlill continued 
under the management of the Chineſe whom 
they had firſt engaged. They now paſſed by a 
number of other iſlands ; but the tides frequent- 
ly ſetting ſtrongly againſt them, they were 
often obliged to come to an anchor, and on 
the i2:th of Newember anchored in Macao road, 
and once more arrived at an amicable port, 
here they expected the ſatisfaction of receiy- 
ing letters from their relations and friends, 
and where their countrymen, who were lately 
arrived trom England, would be able to anſwer 
the numerous inquiries they were prepared to 
make. | | 

The city of Macao is ſituated in an iſland 
at the entrance of the river of Canter, and 
was formerly rich, populous, and able to de- 
fend itfelf againſt the power of the adjacent 
(ind Governors; but is at preſent ſo reduced, 
that che Governor, who is nominated by the 
King of Portugal, ſubſiſts merely by the cour- 
teſy of the CLineſe, who can ſtarve the place 
and difpoiels the Pertgu g whenever they pleaſe, 
x. :ich obliges the Governor carefully to avoid 
giving them offence. 'I'he river of Canton, at 
the monch of which this city lies, is the only 


Chineſe - 


ie only 


Chineſe + 
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Chineſe port, to which Eurepean ſhips reſort, 
and is a far more commodious harbour than 
Macao. But the Commodore's apprehenſions, 
that if he ſhould inſiſt on being treated upon 
1 different footing than the merchantmen, he 
would embroil & Eaft India company with 
the regency of Canton, made him chuſe rather 
two go to Macao, than to enter the port of 
Canton. 
Mr. An/on no ſooner came to an anchor in 
Macao road, than he diſpatched an officer with 
his compliments to the Portugucſt' Governor, 
to defire his Excellency's advice, in what 
manner it would be proper for him to act, to 
woid giving offence the to Ching, which was 
2 matter worthy of attention, as there were 
then four of our Ea/t-[ndia ſhips in their power 
at Canton; particularly with reſpect to the du- 
ty uſually paid by ſhips in that river, accord- 
ing to their tonnage; for as men of war are 
exempted in every foreign harbour from pay- 
mg all manner of port charges, Mr. Anon 
thought it would derogate from the honour 
o his country to ſubmit to this duty. In the 
erening the boat returned with two officers 
ent by the Governor, who told Mr. Auſan, 
it was the Governor's opinion, that if the 
Centurion entered the river of Canton, the duty 
would certainly be expected, and therefore, 
Fhe approved of it, he would ſend him a pi- 
bt, who ſhould conduct her into another ſafe 
ur on the Typþa, where the ſhip might 
te careened, and where the above-mentioned 
wy would probably never be demanded. To 
Vor. VII. R this 
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this propoſal the Commodore agreed, and the 


next morning ſteered under the direction of 
the Portugueſe Pilot, and after ſome difficulties, 
on account of the ſhallowneſs of the water, 
entered the harbour, which 1s formed by a num- 
ber of iſlands, and is about ſix miles diſtant 
from Macao. He here ſaluted the caſtle of 
Macao with eleven guns, which were returned 
by an equal number. 

As Mr. Az/on wanted both a ſupply of pro- 
viſions, and of naval ſtores for refitting the 
ſhip, he the next day paid a viſit, in perſon, to 
the Governor, and at his landing, was ſaluted 
by eleven guns, which were returned by the 
Centurion. Bur though the Governor ſeemed 
inclined to do him all the ſervice in his power, 
and told him, that he would do this privately, 
yet he frankly owned that he could not fur- 
niſh him with what he demanded, without an 
order from the Viceroy of Canton, fince all the 

roviſions and other neceſſaries he received for 
himſelf and his garriſon, were by ſon 
of the Chine/e grommet, who took care to 
victual him only from day to day, and were al- 
ways able to oblige him to ſubmit to their 
terms, by laying an embargo on his pro- 

viſions. 
Upon this declaration, Mr. Auſen reſolved 
to go to Canton to ſeek redreſs from the Vice- 
roy, and for that purpoſe hired a Chineſe boat 
for himſelf and his attendants ; but juſt when 
he was ready to embark, the Hoppo, or Chi- 
neſe cuſtom-houſe officer of Macao refuſed to 
grant a permit, and ordered the watermen not to 
procced 
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at their peril ; and though the Gover- 
perſuade 


him, the Hoppo continued inflexible. The 


next day Mr. Auſen told him, that if the per- 


mit was any longer refuſed, he would man 


mit was grante 


and arm the Centurion's boats, and aſked the 
Hoppo, who he 11 would dare to op- 
poſe their — pon this threat the per- 

„ and Mr. Ar/on arriving at 


Canton, conſulted the ſupercargoes and officers 


of the Engl: ſhips, how to procure an order 
from the Viceroy for the neceſſaries he wanted, 
upon which they referred him to ſome Chine/e 


merchants, who having cajoled him from day 


to day, by promiſing to lay the ſtate of his 


affairs before the Viceroy, and obtaining for 
him whatever he deſired; after reiterated excu- 
ſes, and a months delay, threw of the maſk, and, 


W or 


being cloſely preſſed, declared, that they nei- 
ther had, nor could make application to the 
Viceroy, as he was too great a man for them 
to approach on any occaſion. The Commo- 

now perceived, when too late, that he 
had been wrong in conſulting ſo much the in- 
tereſt of the Eaft-India company, and therefore, 
after his return to the Centurion, wrote a let- 
ter to the Viceroy, to inform him, that he was 
commander in chief of a ſquadron of Britifh 
ſhips of war, which had been cruiſing for two 
years paſt againſt the Spaniards, who were at 
enmity with the King his maſter, and that he 
was obliged to enter the port of Macao to ſtop 


a conſiderable leak in his ſhip, and to ſupply 
himſelf 
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himſelf with proviſions and neceſſaries, in or. 
der to purſue his voyage. 

This letter being tranſlated into the Chineſe 
language, the Commodore delivered it himſelf 
to the 8 or chief officer of the cuſtoms 
at Macao, and deſired him to forward it to the 
Viceroy of Canton, with as much expedition as 
he could, but that officer ſeeming unwilling to 
take charge of it, the Commodore took ĩt again, 
and told him, that he would immediately ſend it 
to Canton in his own boat, and would give his 
officer poſſitive orders not to return without an 
anſwer from the Viceroy. The Hoppo now 
perceiving that the Commodore was in earneſt, 
and fearing to be called to an account for his 
refuſal, begged to be intruſted with it, and 
promiſed to procure an anſwer as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible. Two days after in the morning, a Man- 
da: ine of the firſt rank, who was Governor of 
the city of Janſon, together with two Man- 
darines of an inferior claſs, and a conſidera- 
ble retinue of officers and ſervants, came in 
18 half gallies, decorated with a great num- 
ber of ſtreamers, and attended with a band 
of muſic. The Centurion's boat was immedi- 
ately diſpatched to bring the principal Manda- 
Tine on board; and 100 of the moſt likely peo- 
ple of the crew were uniformly dreſſed in the re- 
gimentals of the marines, and drawn up under 
arms on the main deck againſt his arrival. On his 
entering the ſhip, he was ſaluted by the drums 
and trumpets, and paſſing by the new formed 
guard, was met by the Commodore on the 
quarter-deck ; who conducted him to the * 

cabin. 


cabbin 


commi 
had bi 


to exar 
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cabbin. The Mandarine there explained his 
commiſſion, and told the Commodore that he 
had brought with him two Cz»: carpenters, 
to examine the ſtate of the ſhip ; and the neceſ- 
fary inſpection being made, they dec'ared, that 
it was impoſſible for the Centurion to proceed 
to ſea without being refitted. Upon which 
the Mandarine expreſſed himſelf fatished with 


' the account given in the Commodore's letter. 


This Mandarine appeared to be a perſon of 


| conſiderable parts, and endowed with more 


q — —— - 


— 


frankneſs and honeſty, than is generally to be 
found among the Ching. He was alſo very 
curious and inquiſitive, view'd every part of the 
ſhip with extraordinary attention, and appear- 
ed greatly ſurpriſed at the largeneſs of the 
lower deck guns, and at the weight and ſize 
of the ſhot. "The Commodore obſerving his 
aſtoniſhment, ſeized this opportunity to con- 


_ vince the Chinez/e of the prudence of granting 


all his demands in the moſt ample and ſpeedy 
manner. He therefore complained of the pro- 


ceedings of the officers of the cuſtom-houſe 
of Macas, who had prevented his being ſup- 


plied with freſh proviſions, and then telling 
the Mandarines, that as they had informed them- 
ſelves of his wants and were eye-witneſles of his 
force, they muſt be ſatisfied that his deſire of 
having the goverment's permiſſion to purchaſe 
what proviſions he wanted, was not becauſe 
he had no power to ſupply himſelf, fince he 
preſumed, they were convinced that the Cen- 
turion alone, was capable of deſtroying the 
whole navigation of the port of Canton, or any 
other port in CH. That this it was true, 
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was not the manner of preceeding between na- 
tions in friendſhip with each other; but it was 
alſo true, that it was not cuſtomary for any na- 
tion to ſuffer the ſhips of their friends to ſtarve 
and fink in their ports, when thoſe friends, on- 


ly deſired liberty to lay out their money. That 
2 muſt confeſs, he and his people had hi- 
therto behaved with great modeſty and reſerve, 
but as his diſtreſſes were every day increaſing, 
famine would at laſt prove too ſtrong for any 
reſtraint, and neceſſity in all countries was 
acknowledged to be ſupenor to every other 
law. That therefore, it by the delay of ſu 
lying him with proviſions, his men ſhould 
rom the impulſes of hunger, be obliged to 
turn cannibals, and to Prey upon their own 
ſpecies, it was eaſy to be foreſeen, that inde- 
pent of their friendſhip to their comrades, they 
would in point of luxury prefer the plump 
well fed Chine/e, to their own emaciated ſhi 
mates. The firſt Mandarine acquieſced in 
juſtneſs of this reaſoning, and promiſed on his 
arrival at Canton to call a council of Manda- 
rines, and ſaid that he did not doubt, but on 
the repreſentation he ſhould make of what he 
had ſeen, they would all be of the ſame opi- 
nion as himſelf, and that every thing he had 
demanded would be ſpeedily granted. That 
with regard to the complaint of the cuſtom- 
houſe of Macao, he would rectify it immediate- 


ly by his own authority, and then deſiring a 
liſt to be given him of the proviſions — * 
for one day, wrote a permit un- 
delivered it to one of his atten- 

dants, 


for the ſhi 
der it, an 


| 
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dants, with orders to ſee that quantity ſent 
on board every morning early, and this order 


| was punctually complied with. 


This affair being regulated, the Commodore 
invited him and the two other Mandarines, 
to dinner, but they were much embarraſſed 
with their knives and forks. After ſome 
fruitleſs attempts to make uſe of them, in 
which they appeared extremely aukward, one 
of the attendants cut their meat for them, 
in ſmall pieces ; however, notwithſtanding the 
difficulty they found in complying with the 
| European manner of eating, they ſeemed to be 
no novices at drinking. The Commodore ex- 


cuſed himſelf under the pretence of illneſs, 
{but there being another gentleman preſent of 
'a florid complexion, the chief Mandarine 
lapped him on the ſhoulder, and told him by 
the interpreter, that he was ſure he could not 
ſickneſs, and therefore inſiſted on his 
ing him company, and that gentleman per- 
ceiving, that after they had diſpatched four or 
ve bottles of Frontiniac, the Mandarine was ſtill 
unruffled, ordered a bottle of citron-water to 
be brought, which the Chine/e ſeemed much 
do reliſh, and this being near finiſhed, they 
aroſe from table, in appearance, cool and un- 
diſordered, and Mr. A»/or having according 
to cuſtom, made the Mandarine a preſent, they 
all departed in the ſame veſſels in which they 
came. 


Mr. Arſon waited with great impatience for 
the reſolution of the Council, and the pro- 
per licences to enable him to refit the = ; 
| ut 
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but notwithſtanding the favourable diſpoſition 
of the Mandarine — ſeveral days elap- 
ſed, before he had any advice from him, and 
Mr. Auſen was privately informed, that there 
were great debates in council upon his affair. 
However, on the 6th of January, the Mandarine, 
who was the Commodore's advocate, ſent the 
Viceroy of Cantor's warrant for refitting the 
Centurion, and for ſupplying her people with 
all they wanted, and having now the neceſſary 
licences, a number of Chineſe carpenters and 
ſmiths went on board the next day, to treat a- 
bout the work they were to perform. They 
at firſt aſked the value of 1000 /. ſterling for re- 
pairing the ſhip, the maſts, and the boats, 
which the Commodore thinking unreaſona- 
ble, ſtrove to perſuade them to work by the 
day ; but this they would not hearken to, but 
it was at laſt agreed, that the carpenters ſhould 
receive the valve of about 600 J. for their 
work, and that the ſmiths ſhould be paid for 
their iron work by weight, at the rate of near 
3 J. per hundred, for the ſmall work, and 2 J. 6s. 
for the large. 

The Commodore now exerted himſelf in 
order to get this important work com- 
pleated, and diſpatched his firſt Lieutenant to 
Canten to hire two junks, one of which was 
intended to heave down by, and the other to 
ſerve as a magazine for the ammunition : At 
the ſame time the ground was levelled on one 
of the neighbouring iſlands ; a large tent pitch- 
ed for lodging the lumber and proviſions, and 
near 100 Chineſe caulkers were ſoon ſet to 


| 


work on 
though 
from be1 
of Marc | 


work 
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work on the decks and fides of the ſhip ; but 
though they worked very well, they were far 
from being expeditious. However, on the 3d 
of March, the paying and ſheathing the bot- 
tom was compleated, to their great joy, ſince 
not only the fatigue of careening had heen 
conſiderable, but the crew had been apprehen- 
five of being attacked by the Spaniards, while 
the ſhip was thus incapable of defence. In- 
deed their fears were not groundleſs, for the 

were afterwards informed by a Portugus/e vel. 
fel, that the Saniards at Manila had learned, 
that the Centurion was in the Typa, and intended 
to careen there, upon which the Governor had 


| ammoned his council, and made a propoſal to 


burn her while ſhe was carcening, which, if 
properly conducted might have been accom- 
pliſhed. It was alſo reported that the ſcheme 
was approved, and that the Captain of a veſ- 
ſel had actually undertaken it for 40,000 dol- 
lars, which he was not to receive, unleſs he 
ſucceeded ; but the Governor pretending that 
there was no treaſure in the royal cheſt, in- 
hſted that the money ſhould be advanced by 
the merchants, and they refuſing to comply 
with the demand, the affair was dropped. 

The Centurion was no ſooner righted, than the 
new took on board her powder and ammunition, 
and ſet about repairing the fore malt, but while 


they were this employed, they were alarmed 
en the 1oth of March by a Chine/e fiſherman, 
who pretended, that he had been on board a 
urge Spaniſb ſhip off the Grand Ladrone, and 
lat there were two more in company, and 
added, 
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added, that he had brought one of their offi. 


cers to Macao, and that boats went off ini 


early in the morning from Macao to him. 
The better to gain credit to this ſtory, be 
deſired no money if his information ſhould 
not prove true. It was preſently believed that 
this perſon was come with a view of burning 
the ſhip. Upon which the Commodore imme- 
diately prepared his cannon and ſmall arms for 
her defence, and his pinnace and cutter 


being then in the offing, he let them know pan 


the advice he had received, and ordered them 
to keep a ſtrict look out; but no Sand 
ſhips ever appeared, and the Commodore was 
ſoon convinced that the whole ſtory was 2 
fiction. | 

In the beginning of April the ſhip was new | 
rigged, her proviſions and water were ſtowed on 
board, and ſhe fitted for the ſea, before which 
time the Chine/e had been very uneaſy at her 
ftay. At length two Mandarine boats came 
on board from Macao, to preſs the Commo- 
dore to leave their port, and this having been 
often urged before, though there had been no 
reaſon to ſuſpect Mr. Auſen of delay, he at 
thĩs laſt meſſage deſired them to give him no far- 
ther trouble, for he would go when he thought 
proper, and not ſooner. Upon this they 
prohibited all proviſions being carried on board, 
and took ſuch care to inforce this order, that 
nothing could be purchaſed at any price what- 
ſoever. The Centurion however weighed from 
the Typa on the 6th of April, and having got 
into Macao road, compleated her water, as ſhe 
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paſſed along, and her whole buſineſs bein 


finiſhed by the 19th, ſhe weighed and ſt 
to ſea. 


It ought to be obſerved that ſoon after their 


| firſt arrival at Macao, Capt. Saunders being charg- 


ed with diſpatches from the Commodore, took 
his paſſage to England on board a Swediſh ſhip, 
and that ſeveral other officers had obtained the 
Commodore's leave to return home, and had 


: 


embarked on board ſome of the Eaft- India com- 


y's ſhips. 


Ihe Commodore before his departure, had 


entered 23 men, moſt of whom were Laſcars 


er Indian ſailors, and the reſt Dutch. While 
le was at Macao, he gave out that he was 


bound to Bata via, and thence to England, and 


' though the weſterly monſoon was ſet in, and 
rendered that paſla 


in a manner impractica- 
dle, yet he expreſſed ſuch confidence in the 


| frength of his ſhip and the ſkill of his men, 


that he raiſed a belief, not only among his 
own crew, but among the people at Macao, 
that he intended to try that unuſual experi- 
nent. But his real deſign was to return to 
' the Pacific Ocean, and to cruiſe of Cape Efpiritu 
Santo, on the iſland of Samal for the Manila 
ſhips, for he ſuppoſed that there would that 
year be two, on account of his having prevent- 
ed one of them from putting to ſea the preced- 
ng year. Therefore being clear of the coaſt, 
te ſummoned all his people on the quarter-deck, 
and informed them of his reſolution ; told them 
that he would chuſe a ſtation where he could 
wt faibbf meeting with the two Manila 3 
an 
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and notwithſtanding their being ſtout veſſels 
and full manned, yet if his own people be- 
haved with their uſual ſpirit, he was ſure that 
he ſhould prove too hard for them both, and 
that one of them at leaſt would not fail of 
becoming his prize. 'The men received the 
Commodore's ſpeech with great joy, expreſſed 
their approbation by three hearty cheers, and 
declared their refolution to ſucceed or perith 
whenever the opportunity offered. Their hopes, 
which on their departure from the coaſt of 
Mexico had entirely ſubſided, were again reviv- 
ed, and they were all firmly perſuaded that 
they ſhould take the galcons and return home, 
enriched with the ſpoils of the enemy. 

On the firſt of May they ſaw part of the iſland 
of Fermoſa, and on the the fourth diſcovered 
the Baſhee iſlands, which have hitherto been laid 


down 25 leagues too far to the weſtward ; for . 


by their obſervations, they found the middle 
of theſe iſlands to be in 219. 4'.. north lati- 

tude. 1 
On the 2oth of May, at noon, they firſt diſ- 
covered Cape Eſpiritu Santo, which appeared of 
a moderate height, with ſeveral round hum- 
mocs upon it. But as they knew that there 
were ſentinels placed upon this cape to : .ake 
ſignals to the Acapulco ſhip, when ſhe firſt falls 
in with the land, the Commodore, when at 11 
leagues diſtance, tacked, and ordered the top- 
gallant ſails to be taken in, to prevent being 
Ciſcovered, reſolving to cruiſe for the galeons, 
between the latitude of 129. 500. and 13%. 5. 
the cape itſelf, according to their oÞfervations, 
lying 
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in 12. 40'. north latitude. As there 
was now but ſmall employment for the crew, 
they were ordered by the Commodore to be 
exerciſed almoſt every day, in working the 
great guns, and in the uſe of their ſmail arms, 
which had, more os loſe, been his practice at 
every convenient -4pportunity, during the 
whole voyage. They were, indeed, taught no 
more of the manual exerciſe, than the ſhorteit 
way of loading with cartridges, but were con- 
tantly trained to fire at a mark, which was 
rencrally hung at the yard-arin, and as ſome 
little reward was given to the moſt expert, the 
whole crew were become extremely ſkilful ; for 
beüdes an uncommon readineſs in leading, 
they were all of them good markſmen. 

The Centurion having arrived off Cape Ejpi- 
ritz Santo, and the galeons being expected, the 
Commodore made all the neceſſary prepara- 
tions for receiving them, and was at the ſame 
ume ſollicitous to keep at ſuch a diftance from 
tne Cape as not to be diſcovered. But it has 
knce appeared, that in ſpite of all his care, 
de was feen from the land, and advice of this 
was ſent to Manila, where it was at firit diſbe- 
leved, but upon repeated intelligence of his 
teim® again ſeen, the merchants were alarmed, 
and application being made to the Governor, 
te undertook to fit out a force, conſiſting of 
two thips of 32 guns, one of 20, and two 
Loops of 10 guns each to attack the Centurion 
in her ſtation, the merchants being to ſupply 
the neceſlary ſums. Some of theſe veilels ac- 
tally weighed, but te principal ſhip not be- 
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Ing ready, and the monſoon being againſt them, 

the Governor and the merchants diſa 
which occaſioned the enterpriſe to be laid aſide. 
The impatience of the Commodore's people 
daily increaſed in proportion, as the month of 
June advanced. But at length the laſt day of Jaze 
new ſtile arrived, when the certainty of their ſee- 
ing theſe veſſels dwindled down to a mere poſlibi- 
lity. Put the next day they were relieved from 
their uncertainty ; for at ſun- riſe, they diſco- 
vered a fail from the maſt-head. A general joy 
inſtantly ſpread through the whole ſhip, for 
they did not at all doubt but this was one of 
the galeons, and they expected ſoon to deicry 
the other. The Commodore immediately ſtood 
towards her, and at half an hour after ſeven 
ſhe was viſible from the Centurion' deck, at 
which time the galeon fired a gun, and took 
in her top-gallant fails, which was ſuppoſed 
to be a ſignal to her conſort to haſten up, and 
therefore, the Centurion to amuſe her, fired a 
un to leeward. During all this time the ga- 
con did not change her courſe, but to the 
Commodore's ſurpriſe, bore down upon him, 
for he could hardly believe, what afterwards 
appeared to be the caſe, that ſhe knew his ſhip 
to be the Centurion, and reſolved to fight him. 
About noon the galeon haled up her fore- 
ſail, and brought to on her top-ſails, hoiſting 
Spaniſh colours, and having the ſtandard of 
Spain flying at the top - gallant - maſt- head. 
Mean while Mr. Auſon picked out about 30 of 
his beſt markſmen, whom he diſtributed into 
his tops, and as he had not hands enough left 
| g to 
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to quarter a ſufficient number in the cuſtomary 
manner to each gun, he on his lower tire fixed 
only two men to each gun, who were to be 
ſolely employed in | ing it, while the reſt 
of his people were divided into different gangs 
of 10 or 12 men each, who were to be conti- 
nually moving about the decks, to run and 
fire ſuch guns as were loaded, by which ma- 
ent he was enabled to make uſe of all 
his guns, and inſtead of whole broad - ſides 
with intervals between them, to keep up a con- 
fant fire without intermiſſion, from which he 
to procure great advantages: for it is 

uſual with the Spaniards, when they ſee a broad- 
fide preparing, to fall down upon the decks, 
to continue in that poſture till it is given, 
after which they riſe again, and thinking the 
danger to be for ſome time over, fire with great 
iſkneſs till another broad-ſide is ready, and 
therefore firing gun by gun rendered this im- 
pollible. The Centurien now approached the 
galeon a- pace, but ſeveral ſqualls of wind and 
nin often obſcured her from their ſight. How- 
ever, when it cleared up, they perceived her 
reſolutely lying to. About one o'clock the 
urion being within gun-ſhot of the enemy, 
hoiſted her broad- pendant and colours, and the 
Commodore percerving that the Spaniard; had 
till then neglected clearing their ſhip, and were 
throwing * cattle and lumber overboard, 
42 orders to ſire upon them with their 
e guns to diſturb them in their work, and 
— their compleating it, though he had 
given general directions not to engage 

8 2 before 
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before they were within piſtol-ſhot. The ge- 
leon inflantly returned the fire with two of 
her ſtern chace ; and the Centurion getting her 
ſprit-fail-yard fore and aft, tharif neceſſary, 
ſhe might be ready for boarding, the Spaniards 
in a bravado alſo rigged, their ſprit- ſail fore 
and aft. The Cuturion ſoon after came a- 
breaſt of the enemy within paſtol-ſhot, when 
the engagement began in earneſt, and for the 
firſt half hour Mr. Auen over-reached the ga- 
leon and lay on her bow, where from the wide- 
neſs of his ports he could traverſe almoſt all 
his guns upon the enemy, while the galeon's, 
could bring only a part of her's to bear. At 
the beginning of the action, the mats with 
which the galeon had ſtuffed their netting took 
fire, and burning violently, blazed up near 
half as high as the mizen-top, this accident, 
which was ſuppoſed to be cauſed by the Centu- 
rion's wads, filled the enemy with the utmoſt 
terror, and alſo alarmed the Commodore, who 
was 1n pain, from the apprehenſion of the 
leon's being burned, and from the poſſibility 
of his ſuffering by her driving on board him. 
The Spaniards, however, at laſt freed them- 
ſelves from the fire, by cutting away the net- 
ting, and tumbling the whole heap which was 
in flames into the tea. Mean while the Centa- 
rion kept her firſt advantageous poſition, firing 
her guns with great briſkneſs and regularity, 
while the galeon's decks lay open to her top 
men, who having at their firſt volley driven 
the Spaniards from their tops, made prodigious 
havock with their Gnalf arms,. killing or 
wound- 
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wounding every officer, but one that appeared 
on the quarter-deck, and in particular wound- 
ing the General of the galeon himſelf. But 
when the Centurien had continued in this ad- 
vantageons ſituation about half an hour, ſhe 
loſt the ſuperiority ſic had gained by it, and was 
cloſe along- ſide the galeon, who continued fir- 
ing briſkly for near an hour longer, yet in this 
poſture, the Commodore's grape-ſhot ſo effec- 
tually ſwept their decxs, and the number of 
their ſlain and wounded became ſo conſidera- 
ble, that they began to fall into great diſorder, 
and the ſhips were fo near, that ſome of the 
Spaxi/ officers were ſeen running about with 
much aſliduity to prevent the men from deſert- 
ing their quarters. But their endeavours were 
rain, for aſter they had, as a laſt effort, fired 
hve or ſix guns, with more judgment than 
uſual, they ſubmitted, and as the galeon's co- 
lours were in the beginning of the action ſing- 


B 


ed off the en ſign ſtaff, ſhe ſtruck the ſtandard 
at her main-top-gallant-maſt head. 
This valuable prize, which amounted to near 

a million and a half of dollars, was called the 
Noſtra Signera de Caladunga, and was com- 
manded by Don Teronimo de Mentero, a Portu- 
gue/e, who was an officer diſtinguiſhed by his 
ſcill and courage. The galeon was conſider- 
ably larger than the Centurien, and had 550 
men, and 36 guns mounted for action, beſides 28 
pedreroes in her gunwale, quarters, and tops, 
ch of which carricd a ſour- pound ball. She 
had 67 men killed in the action, and 84 
wcunded, while the Centmicn had only two 
8 3 killed, 
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killed, and a Lieutenant and 16 wounded, 
all of whom recovered, except one. It is im- 
poſſible to deſcribe the tranſport on board, 
when after their numerous diſappointments, 
they at lait ſaw their wiſhes accompliſhed. But 
this ſudden joy was on the point of being as 
ſuddenly damped by a moſt dreadful — 
for the galeon had no ſooner ſtruck, than one 
of the Lieutenant's coming to congratn- 
late the Commodore on his prize, whiſpered 
him, that the Centurion was dangerouſly on fire 
near the powder-room. Mr. Anſen received this 
dreadful news without any apparent emotion, 
and taking care not to alarm his people, gave 
the neceſſary orders, for extinguiſhing the fire, 
which was happily done in a ſhort time, thou 
its appearance at firſt was extremely terrible. 
Some cartridges had been blown up by acci- 
dent between decks, and the blaſt had com- 
municated its flame to a quantity of oakum in 
the after hatch-way, near the powder-room, 
where the ſmoke of the oakum occaſioned the 
apprehenſion of a more extended, and dreadful 
conflagration, and even the hopes of avoiding its 
fury by eſcaping on board the prize had vaniſhed, 
for at the ſame inſtant, the con fell on the 
ſtar- board quarter of the Centurion, though ſhe 
was happily cleared, without doing or receir- 
ing any confiderable damage. 

Before night Mr. Saumarez, the Commo- 
dore's firſt Lieutenant, ſent all the Spano priſon- 
ers on board the Centurica, except ſuch as 
were thought moſt proper to be retained to 
aſſiſt in nav igatipg the galcon, when — Arjen 
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learned from ſome of the priſoners, that the 
other Manila ſhip which he had the year be- 
fore kept in the harbour of Acapulco, had ſet 
ſail much earlicr than uſual, and had probably 
reached the port of Manila ſome time before 
the Centurion arrived off Cape Eſpiritu Santo, fo 
that notwithſtanding Mr. Auſon's preſent ſuc- 
ceſs, he had reaſon to regret his loſs of time 
at Macao, which had prevented his taking both 
theſe rich prizes. 

The Commodore ordered the treaſure to be 
immediately removed into the Centurion, and 
was under much concern about ſecuring the 
priſoners, their numbers amounting to double 
the number of his own men, which being 
done, the Commodore reſolved to return to 
the river of Canton, and on the 11th of July 
came to an anchor off the city of Macao. 

The particulars of the cargoe of the galeon 
were by this time aſcertained, and ſhe was 
found to have on board, 1,313,843 pieces of 
eight, and 35,682 oz. of virgin 3 be- 
fides ſome cochineal, and a few other commo- 
dities, whence it appears that the whole trea- 
fure taken from the Spaniards by the Centurion, 
was not much ſhort of 400,000 /. independant 
of the ſhips and merchandiſe which ſhe had 
ether burned or deſtroyed, which amounted to 
adove 600,000/. more, ſo that the whole 
damage done the enemy by Mr. A»/or's ſqua- 
dron exceeded a million ſterling, beſides the 
great expence of the court of Spain in fitting 
out Pizarro, and the loſs of the men of war 
employed in that expedition. 

On 
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On the 14th of 7»/y the Centurion caſt an- 
chor, ſhort of Bocca Tigris, which is a narrow 
paſſage that forms the mouth of that river, 


and propoſed to run through it the next day, 


as far as Tiger iſland, where there is a 
very ſafe road; but while the Centurion and 
her prize, were thus at anchor, a boat was 
ſent by the Mandarine, who commands the 


forts at Bocca Tigris, to inquire what the ſhips * 


were, and whence they came. Vr. Anu told the 
officer, that his own ſhip was a man of war 
belonging to the king of Great Britain, and 
the other a prize he had taken. That he was 
going into Canton river to ſhelter himſelf 2. 
Un the approaching hutricanes, and that he 

ould fail for Ergland as ſoon as the monſoon 
ſhifted. The officer then deſired an account 
of his force, which he was to ſend to the Go- 
vernor of Canton; but being told that there 
were in the Centurion between three and four 
hundred barrels of powder, and 40o firclocks, 
he ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, and appeared 


terrified at the bare recital, ſaying, that no 


ſhips ever came into Canton river armed in that 


manner, and ſeemed amazed at Mr. Anſin's 
expecting to be exempted from all the duties 
a:d to the Emperor by the ſhips that enter 
is ports, and it 1s ſuppoſed that he gave pri- 
vate directions to the Chine/e pilot not to carry 
the Commodore through the Becca Tigris. 
The narrow paſſage, called the Yccca Tigris, 
is little more than muſket - ſhot over, and 
formed by two points of land. on ech of 
which there is a fort: that on the a 
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an- ide being a battery on the water's edge, with 
ow ig embraſures, but na more than 12 iron can- 
er, { non mounted, which ſeemed to be four or fx 
ay. pounders. The fort on the larboard fide is 
4 Þ a large caſtle, ſituated on an high rock, and 
ind did not appear to be furniſhed with more than 
vas eight or ten cannon, which did not ſeem to 
the exceed fix pounders. Theſe defences the Chi- 
sr had imagined ſufficient to prevent an ene- 
the my from forcing his way through, but would 
Var | have been incapable of giving any obſtruction 
ind m Mr. A»/or's paſſage. However the pilot, 
as Þ after the Ch:ine/e officer had been on board, re- 
[ fuſed at firſt to take charge of the ſhip, with- 


de Þ out leave from the forts ; but it being neceſ- 
on Þ} fary to get through without delay, for fear of 
mnt the bad weather, which was hourly expected, 
70- |} the Commodore weighed on the 15th, ordered 
ere ¶ the pilot to carry him by the forts, and threa- 
"ur | tened him that if the ſhip run a-ground, he 


would inſtantly hang him up at the yard-arm. 
d Upon which the pilot, terrified by theſe threats, 


no carried the ſhip ſafely through, the forts not 
at | attempting to diſpute the paſſage. The poor 
75 Þ} pilot, however, did not eſcape the reſentment 
ic of his countrymen, for on his going on ſhore, 
ry | he was ſent to priſon, rigorouſly diſciplined 


with a bamboa. He however afterwards went 
TY do Mr. An, to deſire ſome reward, for the 


chaſtiſement he had ſuffered, of which he bore 
very evident marks, when Mr. Anſon pitying 


2 his ſufferings, gave him an handſome recom- 
by pence. The Mandarine who commanded the 
= torts, was alſo inſtantly turned out of his place, 


and 
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carried to Canton, where it was expected that 
he would be ſeverely puniſhed for ſuffering the 
ſhips to paſs by. 

On the 16th of July, Mr. Anfon ſent his ſe- 
cond Lieutenant to Canter with a letter to the 
Viceroy, to inform him of the rcaſon of the Cex- 
turion's putting into that port, and that the 
Commodore propoſed to pay his Excellency a 
viſit. The Lieutenant had a very civil recep- 
tion, and was promiſed that the next day an 
anſwer ſhould be ſent to the Co re. 
Mean while Mr. Anſon gave leave to ſeveral of 
the officers of the galeon, to go to Canton, on 
a promiſe of their returning In two days. When 


theſe priſoners got thither, they were ſent for 
and examined by the __ upon which 
they had the honeſty todeclare, that as the kings 


of Great Britain and Spain were at war, they 
had propoſed to take the Centurion, and with 
that view had bore down upon her ; but that 
the event had been contrary to their hopes. 
And being afterwards queftioned as to their 
uſage on „they frankly acknowledged, 
that the Commodore had treated them, much 
better than they believed they ſhould have 
treated him, had he fallen into their hands. 
This confeſſion from an enemy had great 
weight with the Chine/e, who had hitherto con- 
ſidered Mr. Anſen rather as a lawleſs free-booter, 
than as one commiſſioned by the ſtate for the 


revenge of public injuries. But now changing 


their opinion, they conſidered him as a very 
important perſon. In the examination there 


were two circumſtances, which, in the yam 
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of the Clinc/e, apppeared extremely ſingular ; 
the Mandarines therefore aſked the Spaniard, 
how they came to be overpowered by ſo infe- 
rior a force, and how it happened, fince the 
two nations were at war, they were not put to 


death wher, they fell into the hands of the 


Engliſþ? To the firſt of theſe queitions the 
Spaucards anſwered, That though they had 
more men than the Centurion, yet ſhe being 
folely intended for war, was greatly ſuperior in 
the fize of her guns, and in many other arti- 
cles to the galeon, which was a veſſel fitted 
out principally for trade; and as to the ſecond 
inquiry, they obſerved, that amongſt the na- 
tions of Europe, it was not cuttomary to put 
thoſe to death who ſubmitted, though they 
readily acknowledged, that the Commodore, 
from the natural biaſs of his temper had treat- 
ed both them, and thoſe of their countrymen, 
who had been formerly in his power with very 
unuſual courteſy, much beyond what was ex- 

d, or than was required by the cuſtoms 
eſtabliſhed between nations at war. With theſe 
replies, the Chine/e were fully ſatisfied, and from 
them entertained very favourable ſentiments of 
the Commodore. 

In the morning of the 2oth of July three 
Mandarines, with a vaſt retinue in a great 
number of boats, came on board the Centuricn, 
and delivered to the Commodore an order from 
the Viceroy of Canton for a daily ſupply of 
proviſions, and far pilots to convey the ſhips 
up the river as far as the ſecond bar. They 

alſo 
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alſo delivered him a meſſage from the Vicerov, 
in anſwer to his letter; in ich he defired to 
be excuſed from receiving the Commodore's 
viſit, during the exceſſive heat of the weather, 
but that he ſhould be glad to ſce him in Sep. 
tember. 

The Mandarines having delivered their mei- 
ſage, began to talk to the Commodore ou the 
duties to be paid by his ſhips ; but he imme- 
diately let them know, he would never ſub- 
mit to any demand of that kind, and that as 
he did not come to trade with them, he could 
not be deemed within the meaning of the Em- 
peror's orders; and added, that no duties were 
ever demanded of men of war by nations ac- 
cuſtomed to receive them, and that he was ex- 
preſsly forbid, in the orders he had received 
from his maſter, to pay any acknowledgement 
for his ſhip's anchoring in aay port whatever. 
The Mandarines then obſerved, that they had 
another a#uir to mention, and iohcited him to re- 
leaſe the priſoners he had on board the gaicon, 
obſerving that the Viceroy of Caron appre- 
hended that the Emperor his maſter would be 
diſpleaſed, if he ſhould be informed, that per- 
ſons who were his allies, and carried on a great 
commerce with his ſubjects, were under con- 
finement in his dominions. But though Mr. 
Anſon was extremely deſirous of getting rid of 
the Spaniards, he at firſt, to enhance the fa- 
vour, raiſed ſome diflicuitics, but at laſt ful 
fering himielf to be prevailed on, he told tne 
Mandarines, that to ſhew his reavinels to o- 
blige the Viceroy, he would releate the pri- 
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foners whenever they would order boats to 


fetch them off. This affair being thus adjuſt- 
ed, the Mandarines departed. A few days af- 
ter two Chine/e junks were ſent for them, when 
the Commodore. diſmiſſed them all, and as 
they were to be carried to Macao, allowed 
them eight d+ys proviſions for their ſubſiſtance 
while they fell down the river. 

Though the Commodore found no difficulty 
in purchaſing proviſions for the daily conſump- 
tion of his men, yet he was under much per- 

lexity about laying in ſuch a large quantity, 

th of proviſions and naval ſtores, as would 
be neceſſary to carry him to Exgland. There 
were indeed people at Canton, who had en- 
gaged to furniſh him with biſcuit, and what- 
ever elſe he wanted; but after being aſſured 
from day to day that all was ready, and would 
be immediately ſent on board, he had the vexa- 
tion to be informed, that no order had been pro- 
cured from the Viceroy to furniſh him with 
naval ſtores, chat there was no biſcuit baked, 
nor any of the articles which had been pro- 
miſed him in readineſs. 

It is, perhaps, impoſſible to account for the 


. Infincerity of the Chineſe in this particular. 


However, Mr. Auſen found by experience, that 
in artifice, falſhood, and avarice, many of the 
Chineſe are ſcarcely to be paralelled by any o- 
ther people upon earth, which will be ſuffici- 
ently evident, from the following ſhameful in- 
ſtances of the fraudulent and ſelſiſi turn of 
temper peculiar to that nation. 

Vor. VII. * White 
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While the Commodore firſt lay at Macao, 
one of his officers who had juſt recovered 
from a fit of illneſs, deſired leave to take a 
walk every day upon a neighbouring iſland, 
which he imagined would greatly contribute to 
the recovery of his ſtrength. Though the 
Commodore would have perſuaded him from 
it, yet the importunity of the officer prevailed, 
and the boat was ordered to carry him thither ; 
but the ſecond day of his taking this exerciſe he 
was aſſaulted by a number of Chine/e, who had 
been hoeing rice in the neighbourhood, who 
ſtruck him with the handles of their hoes, till 
they had laid him on the ground incapable of 
reſiſtance, and then robbed him of his ſword, his 
money, watch, gold-headed cane, hat, ſnuff- 
box, ſleeve-buttons, and ſeveral other trinkets. 
Mean while, the boat's crew being without 
arms at a ſmall diſtance, one of them flew on 
the fellow, who had the ſword, and reſting it 
out of his hands, drew it, and was preparing 
to run ſome of the Chineſe through * body ; 
the officer immediately ordered im to deſiſt, 
thinking it more prudent to ſubmit, than to 
involve his commander in a quarrel with the 
Chinęſe government, which was the more ad- 
mired, as this gentleman was known to have 
an uncommon ſpirit, and to be of an haſty 
temper. By this means the Chine/e recovered 
the ſword, and carried off their whole booty 
unmoleſted. No ſooner were they gone than a 
Chineſe, who had the air and appearance of a 
gentleman, rode on horſeback to the ſea fide, 
and by his ſigns ſeemed to commiſerate the of- 
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ficer ; but though he was wonderfully officious 
in getting him into the boat, he was ſhrewdly 
ſuſpected of being an accomplice in the rob- 
bery. 
The officer at his return, reported what had 
paſſed to Mr. Auſon, and he immediately com- 
lained of it to a Mandarine who attended to 
the ſhip ſupplied with proviſions. The 
Mandarine found fault with the boats go- 
ing on ſhore; but promiſed, that if the rob- 
bers could be found they ſhould be pu- 
niſhed ; it however plainly a „that he 
would give himſelf no trouble about them. 
A conſiderable time afterwards, one of the prin- 
cipal thieves was ſeen in a proviſion boat 
along fide the ſhip, and orders being imme- 
diately given to ſcize him, he was taken on 
board. The robber on his being firſt appre- 
hended, ex fach fright in his counten- 


ance, that it was feared he would have dicd' 


upon the ſpot, and the Commodore declaring, 
to the Mandarine who attended the ſhip, that 
he would not deliver up the robber, but would 
himſelf order him to be ſhot, the Mandarine 
inſtantly put off the magiſterial air, with which 
he had at firſt demanded him, and begged his 
releaſe in the moſt abjet terms; when the 
Commodore appearing inflexible, in leſs than 
two hours there came on board five or ſix of 
the neighbouring Mandarines, who joined in 
the ſame intreaties, and offered a large ſum of 
money for the fellow's li While they 
were thus ſolliciting, it was diſcovered, that 
the moſt aſſiduous Mandarine, was the very 

SF gentle · 
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gentleman who rode up to the officer, after the 
robbery, and who pretended to be ſo highly 


diſpleaſed with the villany of his countrymen. 


It was alſo found on further inquiry, that he 
was the Mandarine of the iſland, and had by 
the authority of his office, ordered the pea- 
ſants to commit that act of violence. Hence 
aroſe his extraordinary vigilance, and from 
ſome caſual hints it ap d, that he and his 
brethren, every one of whom had been privy 
to the action, were terrified with the apprenhen- 
ſion of being called before the nn” of 
Canton, where they would be immediately 
. ſtripped of all they were worth. Mr. An/on 
entertained himſelf for ſome time with their 
perplexity, rejected their money with ſcorn, 
appeared inexorable to their prayers, and gave 
out that the thief ſhould be certainly ſhot ; 
but at laſt ſuffered himſelf to be perſuaded, 
and as a favour releaſed his priſoner, though 
not till the Mandarine had collected and re- 
turned all that had been taken from the offi- 
cer, even to the minuteſt trifle. 

But the avarice of the Chineſe, notwithſtand- 
ing the good intelligence which ſubſiſts be- 
tween the magiltrates and criminals, frequently 
prompts them to defraud the perſons by whom 
they are protected of their ſhare of the pil- 
lage. A ſhort time after the above tranſaction, 
the Mandarine attendant on the ſhip being re- 
lieved by another, the Commodore loſt his 
top-maſt from his ſtern, which he had bor- 
rowed at Macao, and being extremely deſirous 
to recover it, offered a conſiderable reward to 

any 
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any who would bring it again. Soon after he 
was informed by the Mandarine, that ſome of 
his attendants had found it, and deſired the 
Commodore to ſend his boats fog it, which 
being done, the Mandarine's people received 
the reward. But beſides this, the Commo- 
dore had told the Mandarine, that he would 
make him a preſent for his care in directing it 
to be ſearched for, and accordingly gave his 
linguiſt ſome money, with orders to deliver it 
to the Mandarine, but the linguiſt being igno- 
rant, that a further preſent had been promiſed, 
kept the money himſelf. However, the Man- 
darine confiding in Mr. Auſon's promiſe, took 
occaſion one morning to admire the ſize of the 
Centuricn's maſts, and from thence made a di- 
greſſion to the top-maſt, which had been loſt, 
and aſked Mr. Auſen if he had not got it again. 
Mr. A»/on ſoon perceived what he amicd at, 
and inquired if he had not received the money 
from the linguiſt, and finding he had not, 
offered to pay him immediately ; but this the 
Mandarine refuſed, having ſome more im- 
portant affair in view. For the next day the 
linguiſt being ſeized, was fined all he had got 
in the Commodore's ſervice, which was ſup- 
poſed to be little leſs than 2000 dollars, and 
was beſides ſo ſeverely baſtinadocd, that it was 
a wonder he eſcaped *vith his life. But when 
the Commodore, to whom he afterwards came 
a begging, upbraided him with his folly in 
riſcing the ſevere chaſtiſement, and the Iois of 
all he was worth for the ſake of 59 dollars, 
of which he had defran-d the Mandarin * 
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had no other excuſe to make, but crying in his 
broken jargon, Chineſe man wery great rogue 
truly; but have faſhicn no can help. 

There would be no end of recounting all 
the frauds, extortions, and artifices practiſed 
by theſe ſelfiſh people on the Commodore. Ay 
the method of buying proviſions in China is by 
. weight, they uſed the moſt incredible methods, 
to augment the weight of what they ſold to 
Mr. Auen. Thus a large quantity of fowls 
and ducks being bought for the ſhip's. ſtore, 
the greateſt part of them preſently died, which 
alarmed all on board from the apprehenſion of 
their being poiſoned; but on examination it 
was found 12 owing to their being crammed 
with ſtones and gravel to increaſe their weight; 
the quantity thus forced into moſt of the ducks 
amounting to ten ounces in each. The hogs 
bought ready killed, had water injected into 
them for the ſame purpoſe, ſo that a carcaſe 
hung up all night for the water to drain out 
of it, loſt above a ſtone of its weight. To 
avoid this cheat, the Commodore bought the 
hogs alive, when it was diſcovered, that the 
Chineſe gave them ſalt to increaſe their thirſt, 
and having made them drink great quantines 
of water, took meaſures to prevent their diſ- 
charging it. As the Chiueſe never ſcruple 
eating any food that dies of itſelf, they prac- 
tiſed another artifice ; when the Commodore 
firſt put to ſea from Macao, they by ſome ſe- 
cret practices contrived that great part of his 
live ſtore ſhould die in a ſhort time after it 
was put on board, and two thizds of * 
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dying before the Centurion was out of ſight of 
land, ſhe was followed by many of the Chine/e 
boats, with no other view but to pick up the 
carcaſſes. 

Towards the end of September the Commo- 
modore finding that he was deceived by thoſe 
who had contracted to ſupply him with ſea pro- 
viſions, and that the Viceroy had not according 
to his promiſe invited him to an interview, 
found it impoſſible to ſurmount the difficulty 
he was under, without going to Canton and vi- 
firing the Viceroy. He therefore prepared for 
this expedition : The boat's crew were cloathed 
in an uniform dreſs, reſembling that of the 
watermen on the Thames. They were in num- 
ber 18, and a coxſwain ; they had ſcarlet jack- 
ets, and blue filk waiſtcoats, the whole trimmed 
with filver buttons, and had alſo filver badges 
on their jackets and caps. As it was appre- 
hended that the cuſtomary duties would be de- 
manded by the regency of Canton for the 
Centurion and her prize, and would be inſiſted 
on previous to their granting a permiſſion to 
victual the ſhip, the Commodore who had re- 
ſolved never to eſtabliſh ſo diſhonourable a pre- 
cedent, appointed Mr. Brett to be Captain of 
the Certur:on under him, directing him, in caſe 
he ſhould be detained at Canten on account of 
the duties in difpute, to deſtroy the Centurion's 
prize, and then to proceed down the river 
through the Bocca Tigris, and to remain with- 
out that entrance, till he received farther or- 
ders. On the 13th of October the Commodore 
continuing firm to his reſolution, all the ſu- 

per- 
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percargoes of the Engliſh, Daniſh, and Swediſh 
ſhips came on board the Centurion to accompany 
him to Canton, for which city he the ſame 
day ſet out in his barge, attended by his own 
boats, and by thoſe of the trading ſhips which 
were ſent to augment his retinue. As he paſſed 
by Nompo, where the European veſſels lay, he 
was ſaluted by all of them, except the French, 
and the ſame evening arrived ſafe at Canton. 
The Commodore on his arrival at that city, 
was viſited by the principal Chine/e merchants, 
who promiſed to inform the Viceroy of his 
being at Canton; but the next day pretended 
that his Excellency was ſo buſy, that there was 
no getting admittance to him. They then pre- 
poſſeſſed the ſupercargoes of the Exgliſb ſhips, 
with a fear of being embroiled with the govern- 
ment, and of ſuffering in their intereits ; when 
to quiet the uneaſineſs of theſe ſupercargoes, 
Mr. Anſon conſented not to take any imme- 
diate ſtep for getting admittance to the Vice- 
roy, provided the Chineſe, who contracted to 
furnith his proviſions, would let him ſee that 
his bread was baked, his meat ſalted, and his 
ſtores prepared with the utmoſt diſpatch ; but 
notwithſtanding the equity of theſe conditions, 
many difficulties and objections were urged, 
nor would the Chine/e agree to the propoſal, 
till the Commodore had conſented to pay for 
every article before it was put in hand. While 
the ſtores and proviſions were getting ready, 
the merchants continually entertained Mr. Auſen 
with accounts of their various endeavours to 
xrocure a licence from the Viceroy, and their 
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frequent diſappointments. But at length every 
thing being compleated and ready to be ſhipped, 
he reſolved to demand an audience of the Vice- 
roy, as he found that without this ceremony, 
it would be difficult to obtain permiſſion to 
take his ſtores on board. Mr. Ahn there- 
fore ſent one of his officers to the Mandarine 
who commanded the guard of the principal 
ate of Canter, with a letter directed to the 
\ iceroy. This Mandarine received the officer 
very cwilly, took down the contents of the 
letter in Chinz/e, promiſing that the Viceroy 
ſhould be immediately acquainted with it, and 
that a meſſage ſhould be ſent to the Commo- 
dore. Mr. A»/on had been under great diffi- 
culties about a proper interpreter, but he hap- 
pily prevailed with Mr. Flint, an Engliſh gen- 
tleman belonging to the factory, who ſpoke 
Chineſe perfectly well, to accompany his offi- 
cer. He had been left at Carton when a youth, 
and was upon that, and many other occaſions, 
of ſignal ſervice to the Commodore. 
Two days after the above letter was ſent, 

a fire broke out in the ſuburbs of Canton. Mr. 
Anſon on the firſt alarm went thither to aſſiſt 
the Chine/e, attended by his officers and boat's 
crew, When he found that it begun in a 
failor's ſhed, and that by the ſlightneſs of the 
buildings, and the timorous aukwardneſs of the 
Chineſe, it was getting a-head. But obſerving 
that it was running along a wooden cornice, 
which blazed fiercely, and would ſoon ſpread 
the flame to a great diſtance, he ordered his 
people to begin with pulling the cornice down, 
which 
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which would ſoon have been executed ; but 
being told, that as there was no Mandarine 
there, who alone has a power to direct on 
theſe occaſions, the Chineſe would make him 
pay for whatever was pulled down by his or- 
ders, he directed his attendants to deſiſt, and 
ſent them to the Engliſh factory, to aſſiſt in ſe- 
curing the company's treaſure and effects, it 
being eaſy to foreſee, that no diſtance could 
be a protection againſt the rage of ſuch a 
fire, where ſo little was done to put a ſtop 
to it. All this while the Chine/e were con- 
tented with viewing it, and now and then 
holding one of their idols near it, which they 
ſeemed to expect ſhould check its progreſs. At 
laſt, however, a Mandarine came from the city, 
attended by four or five hundred firemen, who 
made ſome feeble efforts to pull down the 
neighbouring houſes ; but by this time the fire 
ha ſpread prodigiouſly, and was got a- 
mongſt the 1 warehouſes, and the 
Cbincſe firemen wanting both ſkill and ſpirit, 
were unable to check its fury, ſo that it en- 
creaſed fo faſt, that it was feared the whole 
city would be deſtroyed. In this general con- 
fuſion, the Viceroy himfelf went thither, and 
a meſſage was ſent to the Commodore to en- 
treat him to afford his aſſiſtance, and to let him 
know that he might take ſuch meafures as 
he thought prudent for extinguiſhing the 
conflagration. Upon this, the Commodore 
went thither a ſecond time, with about 40 of 
his people, who in the ſight of the whole 
city exerted themſelves in ſo extraordinary a 

man- 
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manner, as in that country was altogether with- 
out example. They behaved with a boldneſs 
and agility peculiar to ſailors, and ſeemed ra- 
ther animated than deterred by the flames and 
buildings, among which they exerted them- 
ſelves; whence by their reſolution and acti- 
vity, the fire, to the amazement of the Chine/e, 
was ſoon extinguiſhed, and the buildings be- 
ing all on one floor, and the materials light, 
the ſeamen, notwithſtanding their daring be- 
haviour, eſcaped with a few inconſiderable 
burns and bruiſes. 

This fire conſumed 100 ſhops and 11 ſtreets 
full of warehouſes, ſo that the damage amount- 
ed to an immenſe ſum, and one of the Ching/e 
merchants, well known to the Engliſh, was ſup- 
poſed to loſe for his own ſhare near 200,000 /. 
ſterling. The principal reaſon of its raging 
with ſuch violence was, there being large quan- 
tities of camphire in many of the warehouſes, 
which produced a column of white flame, and 
blazed up into the air to ſuch a prodigious 
height, that it was plainly ſeen on board the 
Centurion, notwithitanding her being at leaſt 30 
miles diſtant. | 

While Mr. A»/on and his people were endea- 
vouring to extinguiſh the fire, and the whole 
city were poſſeſſed with the terror of its be- 
coming general, ſeveral of the moſt conſider- 
able Chine/e merchants applied to Mr. /, 
to beſeech him to let each of them have on» ©: 
his ſoldiers, for ſuch they ſtiled his bont's 
crew, from the uniformity of their dre 2 
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guard their ware houſes and dwellings, which 
trom the dithoneſty of the populace, they 
apprehended would be plundered in the tu- 
malt. This requeſt Mr. 4»/or granted, and 
all the men thus employed behaved much 
to the ſatisfaction of the merchants, who 
afterwards highly applauded their fidelity and 
diligence. 

The intrepidity of the Egli, in putting a 
ſtop to the fire, and their prudence and ho- 
netly where they were employed as guards, 
va» the general ſubject of converſation among 
the Cue, and the next morning many of the 
principal inhabitants waited on the Commo- 
Gore ty thank him for his aſſiſtance, freely own- 
ing, that he had preſerved the city from being 
i2tircly conſumed, ſince they could never have 
extinouiſhed the fire of themſelves. Soon after 
the Commodore received a meſſage from the 
Viccrov, appointing the zoth of Newember for 
lis audience, which ſudden reſolution was 
owing to the ſignal ſervices performed by Mr. 
ie and his people on this occaſion. 

the Commodore was much pleaſed at ha- 
ving his audience fixed, fince he was convin- 
ced that the Chineſe goverment would not have 
come to this determination, had they not re- 
ſolved to give up their pretenſions to the du- 
tics they claimed, and to grant him every 
thing he could reaſonably deſire. The Com- 
modore therefore prepared for this event, and 
engaged Mr. Fliut to att as an nterpreter in 
the conference. 


On 
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On the day appointed, a Mandarine came to 
the Commodore at 10 o'clock in the morning, 
to let him know that the Viceroy was pre- 
pared, and expected him; on which the Com- 
modore and his retinue immediately ſet out. 
At his entering the outward gate ot the city, 
he found a guard of 200 ſoldiers, who attend- 
ed him to the great parade before the Empe- 
ror's palace, where the Viceroy then reſided, 
and where a body of troops, to the number 
of 10,000, were drawn up under arms, and 
being all new cloathed for this new ceremony, 
made a very fine appearance. The Commo- 
dore, with his retinue, having paſſed through 
the middle of them, was conducted to the great 
hall of audience, where the Viceroy was ſeat- 
ed under a rich canopy in the Emperor's chair 
of ſtate, with all his Council of Mandarines 
attending him. There was a vacant feat, in 
which the Commodore was placed on his ar- 
rival, which was the third — the Viceroy, 
there being only above him the Chiefs of the 
Law and the Treaſury, who in the Chine/e go- 
vernment precede all military officers. When 
the Commodore had taken his ſeat, he ad- 
drefſed himſelf to the Viceroy by his inter- 
preter, and with mentioning the various 
methods he had taken to obtain an audience; the 
delays he had met with, and the inſincerity of 
thoſe he had employed, which had obliged Hm 
to ſend his own officer with a letter to the gate. 
The Viceroy here interrupted the interpreter, 
and bid um aſſure the Commodore, that the 
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firlt knowledge he had of his being at Canton, 
was from that letter. The Commodore then 
complained to him of ſeveral grievances ſuf- 
ferred by the Za/?-India company from the 
vexatious impoſitions of the merchants, and 
inferior cuſtom-houſe officers, and at length 
entered upon his own affairs, and informed 
the Viceroy, that this was the proper ſeaſon 
for returning to Europe. I hat he wanted only 
a licence to ſhip off his proviſions and ſtores, 
which were all ready, and that as ſoon as he 
had gotten his neceſlaries on board, he intend- 
ed to leave the river of Canton and fail for Eng- 
land. To this the Viceroy replied, that the 
licence ſhould be immediately iſſued, and that 
the following day every thing ſhould be or- 
dered on board, then finding Mr. An/on had 
nothing further to inſiſt on, he for ſome time 
continued the converſation, acknowledged, in 
very civil terms, how much the Chine/e were 
obliged to him, for his ſignal ſervices at the 
fire, and owned that he had ſaved the city 
from being deſtroyed ; then obſerving, that 
the Centurion had been a good while on their 
coaſt, he wiſhed the Commodore a proſperous 
voyage to Europe, after which the Commodore 
thanking him for his civility and aſſiſtance, 
took his leave. 

The Commodore was no ſooner out of the 
hall, than he was much preſſed to go into a 
neighbouring apartment, where an entertain- 
ment was provided, but finding that the Viceroy 
was not to be preſent, he declined the n 
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and departed, attended in the ſame manner 
as at his arrival, only, on his leaving the city 
he was ſaluted by three guns, which are the 
moſt that are ever fired by the Chine/e on any 
ceremony. 

The Commodore had now, to his great joy, 
at laſt finiſhed this troubleſome affair; had pro- 
cured a licence for ſhipping off his ſtores, 
and eſtabliſhed an authentic precedent, by 
which his Majeſty's ſhips of war, will for the 
future be exempted from the payment of duty 
in any of theſe Chine/e ports. 

The Commodore's proviſions were begun to 
be ſent on board, according to the Viceroy's 

romiſe, the day ſucceeding the audience, and 
ho days after the Commodore embarked for 
the Centurion, and all preparations for putting 
to ſea, were purſued with ſuch vigour, that on 
the 7th of December, the Centurion and her prize 
unmoored, and on the 12th anchored before 
Macao, where the merchants of that town pur- 


| chaſed the galleon for 6000 dollars, which was 


much below her value ; but theſe merchants 
inſiſted on theſe unequal terms, from their 
knowing the Commodore's impatience to put 
to ſea, and ſhe being delivered up on the 15th 
of December 1743, > Centurion the ſame — 
got under fail, and the 3d of January ſhe came 
to an anchor at Prince's iſland in the ſtreights of 
Sunda, where ſhe continued taking in wood 
and water till the 8th, and then ſtanding for 
the Cape of Good Hope, anchored in Table bay 
on the 11th of „ Durch ſettlement 
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is the beſt provided of any in the known 
world, for the refreſhment of ſeamen after long 
—__ The Commodore continued there 
i beginning of April, highly delighted 
with the pictureſque appearance of the country, 
the healthineſs of its air, and its extraordinary 
accommodations. While he ftaid there he en- 
entered about 40 new men, and on the zd of 
April 1744, having compleated taking in water 
and iſions, put to ſea. On the 19th of 
71 his Centurion was within fight of the 
iſland of Sr. Helena, but did not touch at it. 
On the 1oth of June he ſpoke with an Engliþ 
ſhip bound for Philadelphia, from whom the 
Commodore received the firſt intelligence of a 
French war, and though there was at that 
time a conſiderable French fleet cruiſing in the 
of the channel, the Centurion ran through, 

being all the time concealed by a fog. In 
Mort on the 15th of the ſame month, to the 
inexpreflible joy of the whole crew, the C- 
turion came to an anchor at Spithead. Thus 
after a ſeries of the moſt extraordinary ad- 
ventures, and the moſt dreadful ſcenes of di- 
ſtreſs, did they encompaſs the globe in three 
years and nine months. All England rejoiced 
at the news; the treaſures taken by the Cen- 
turiom, were conveyed in many waggons, 
adorned with Spaniſþ flags, through the ſtreets 
of London, amidſt the acclamations of the mul- 
titudes Mr. Auſen was juſtly loaded with 
honour, and the meaneſt ſailor who had ſhared 
in 
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in all the dangers and dilt:eſſes of theſe glo- 
rious enterprizes, had not only the ſatisfac- 


tion of having contributed to humble the pride 
of the enemies of his country; but of — 
made rich with the ſpoils. 


The End of the Seventh Volume. 
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